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. it defore the publick, previous to the meeting 
of parliament: becauſe, until chat day of trial 1 


itſelf againſt the advantage that the neceffary bold- 
neſs of irs meaſures evidently preſented to a for- 
midable union of different intereſts formed againſt it. 
And the marks of that diffidence appear in the be- 
2 of this piece; which, though moſtly printed, | 


t adminiftration, nor yet in the ſincerity of its 
vely patriotick intentions. But it is becauſe the 
5 Bis or malady here treated of, being ſeated in the 

trunk and vital parts of the body politick, a proper 
2 " md truely « effectual remedy cannot be applied there- 

=, without probing it to the bottom; and diſcover- 

in the nature, the true cauſes, and the full extent 
ie eoruption that is lodged therein: for pallia- 
tives: Will only ſkin it over. And, to thus neceſſa- 
my probe that ſeat of corruption in the trunk, may 
be a more diſagreeable taſk to a miniſter, 
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tant, it was moſtly printed, with the view of f 


be paſt, there was no certainty that our preſent con- J 
itutional adminiſtration would be able to ſuppest 7 


pended until the neceſſary attention to ae . 


= Therefore, the preſent motiye for this publiciition , 
| » not difidence in either the ſtability of the * 
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diſagreeable though neceſſary taſk, "2s He- 1 
iniſtration 3 


wie ſome trouble, may be ſaved | 

by this publication: wherein is propoſed! as a pre- 25 
 lminary ſtep, a reform in the preſent Mode of exe 
 euting our Laws upon principles founded in our 
© conſtitution, as well as in the laws of eternal juice, Eo 
the nature of things, and alſo in nere. 1 3 
Gy... The abſurd, irrational, and iniquitous abe . 
of our preſent Pariſh. Poor Syſtem is next conſidere be 
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and, what may 0 ſome 71 appear 1 perfluous, a vat 5 | b | 
4 m is trace from its original ſimple jnſti ution, 
* to its preſent pernicious and deſtructive ſtate: th 
©, others will perceive the neceſſity as well as the pro- 
5 priety of our going ſo far back. This, neverthele 3 
| is ſtill but a part of the whole deſign. For when 
e come to truely ſtate the actual ſituation, in Which 
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Ce 


i _ the tWo parts of. this community, conſiſting « 
=o: Poor or. labouring.- commonalty and the rich 
Were publick, 


relatively ſtand to each other, i 
appear fo mutually unnatural, inhuman, and bar- 
barous, that, notwithſtanding, we daily | ſee and fe, | 
ER . . reaſon will almoſt diſcredit our ſenſes. 
true (cauſes of this unnatural relative. Giruations 
x 15 oh explained; not through wantonneſs, but from” 7 
__ neceſſity; that neceſſity of 3 our real ſituaties I 
5 2 in the ee Ak fp 
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muas relating to the management of the poor, 

Auch the ſuppreſſion of Theft and Roguery. Indeed, 
ihk abuſes arifng from this defect have now arrived 

das height unknown at any other period, or in any. 

. *., Other country, the moſt. barbarous and uncivilifed. 
Of che ſeveral cauſes that have produced the enor- 

mus encreaſe of thoſe abuſes, I ſhall here only remark 

-. One, that Tre PeoPLe, who, themſelves alone, either 

Lag or ever will apply the remedy, do not exert their 

dn powers to this effect: but, like the labourer in 
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tte fable, ſupinely look up to their government, 
And particularly to their executive government, which 
in truth cannot, and if it could never would take the 
his ſupinereliance on executive government is a 
Principal cauſe, that the ſource of thoſe ſo enormous, 
gaeſtructive, and diſgraceful evils is not looked into 
And purified, Our numerous penal laws, or, which 
is the fame thing, the mode of executing them, tends 
only to purge the ſtream; whilſt the poiſon, which 
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wh . 


will neyer ceaſe to vitiate thoſe ſtreams, is left entire 
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num de founrain-head, 


Por inſtance, they puniſh the criminal after the 
crime is committed, upon the vain ſuppoſition that 
= _ the ſight of ſuch puniſhment will deter others from 
the commiſſion of that crime, But who are they 
upon whom this terror is to operate? Not the 
multitude of wretches who have" already entered = 
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there is ſome radical defect in our police and in. 


FLY 


Mar whe 


into ike Te 8 ; and who, es once begun 


"Wo career, are effectually cut off by character and 


ht want of MEAS, as much as „ K 1 want of ne ; 


- with a hardy conſtitution, haye dae 
the gallows, takes the road that leads 
tt . ; whilſt the completely idle and „ 
wiretch throws himſelf upon the pariſh, 
And, ſurely, the dighteſt: 3 of our 
1 Fe, L is, in itſelf, argument e 
to rouſe the public to a hy exertion in opphing | 
2 3 to thoſe evils. Seeing that, on the one 
| kane, we live in a ſtate alto gether unprotected, * 
the laws, from hourly danger to our hives and 8 
perty, by the depredations of a numerous fer of 
and deſperate ruffians; who are let loeſe and — 5 
raged, by ſome fatal neglect, or elſe Knavery, in oe” 
executian of our laws, to ſet them with all their ter- 
an Fee at FOE * For „ 
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— oy WT} 75 pre ſume pn every one Je ag rer . FA 
vith me, that N or the want of uſeful empſoy, 
is the true, as well as the common cauſe of Theft 5 
and Beggary. For, that the idle fellow, whom 1 
unfortunate education, or the. difficulty of his cir- 


6 dne - acknonoges hinxllf ea. 1 927 1 | 


5 duſtr y herſe 


1 1 indulge our inde 

15 et undder that 
$ es vo one in this co 
that is not 


guenc 
1 b nation, only ſerves to increaſe 
; the Jaw, 
NATE than is . or imagined. Whilſt w 
die, at the 
other unavoidable incumbrances; „ 
„e eur ſhoulders, char every one _poſſeled of ig. 
_ Cuſtry and ativity is looking round for a way 

to ſhake off his ſhare of the burden, by emigrating. 


4, to. ſome ather CURLY leſs oppreſſed and better 80 4 
FL IO verned than RET 


1 


nivs of the 
a 
on ay 25 hand, we are N p by "= 
» deyoured. by beggars; for the 9988 

nance o whom we are ſubjected to a tax infinite] : 


e O oppoſite to the 7 


ſame dime, ſtaggerin under 4 lere . 5 
0 much too heavy 


Fs. Flop 


Wop with, her induſtrious inhabitants, i in 


Whenge is the landholder to look fol 


„ Rogkholder for bis diyidend, the lawyer for his fee, 
the divine for his ſtipend, the courtier for his penſi 
.. , Sr the King biqmſelf for his preſent a 


umple Civil Liſt? 1 
Theſe are intereſting queries. Nor is this danger % 

5 8055 that we can, with any regard to common pru- 

af for eyen one year 

ale , ſordid, and {el6h cloke, 

hat it will laſt gur "time. 5 Adhredly, {ag s 
pnery, eicher ſo high or ſo low 

Joudly called ppon, by bis own perſ lon = 

intereſt, to join in the general and immediate exer- 

tion to avert this danger. And general and univer- 


fl muſt this exertion be. For if every one ſhall 


a opinion. of his on d ſuperior knowledge, nor yet 
die do literary fame, or any one other perſonal ad 
stage, that hath induced an individual r 
1 2 — to the public; | 


e to truſt t his 


It i is an honeſt i intention to contribute bis mite to- 4 
and not any 


wblick : not as 
B 2 2 com- 


3 will deſert this devoted land; and, with 
5 ind dry, wealth. And when this e Happen, from | 


_— agighbour,. and che woos 
1 2 government, there is no remedy. | 
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8 2 d he unexceptionable 8 5 but" FOYER *: 
a baſis for others of greater {kill and abilitſes to build 
= = He is thoroughly aware of the riſk he runs 
ho advances opinions char are new, in oppoſition to 
1 cuſtoms and habits that are ſanctioned by age: which, 
EY... | however pernicious they way have become, through My 
| à change of thoſe circumſtances which at one time 
N them proper or innocent, may ſtill be 0 
we: ſtrongly ſupported by interefted advocates,” on the _ 
WS ; 3 of that venerable authority. But, confiding 
im the integrity of his intention, he truſts to . 
Landout of the publick; and hopes that in the pr. 
Feat alarming ſituation no one will facrifice the com- 
mon good, with the ſhare he himſelf holds therein, ⸗ 
to any partial or perſonal views: or will employ _ 
1 bis talents to idly criticiſe what is not offered a2 
Re: e He rather truſts that this honeſt 
.edeavdur to do good will ſtimulate every one Who 
Knows any thin 10 more conducive to the deſired 
effect, to candidly ' impart his own. better „5 
edge; or k axe that he will join in Promoting „ 
this: The writer hereof is himſelf ſatisfied ane 
convinced, that a reform of thoſe deſtructive ane 
5 _ diſgraceful abuſes, is not only thus indiſpenſably ne 
= *- ies, but is likewiſe eaſily practicable ;* more 
1 | Parrieularly for that he hath been witneſs to a late 
= - | reform' of the like abuſes completely effected * a 1 1 1 
. . as ha 9 in 1 . „ 
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= Who e-) . hath been” faid that the preſent. enormity of pn 
* dar our theft and roguery, with other ſuch evils, is owing 
the improper manner of executing our laws. In 
order to prove this, we mult. enquire, Firſt, Who 
e are N * our lays. Se 345 The e 
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ner in RY Toe out TY to execute 1 in order 
0 render them dual. And Third, The manner 
in which they actually do execute them 8 
The immediate power of executing all our . Juflicerof "8 
| relating to the police, or peace and good govern-the peace. 
ment of the people, is committed to the juſtices. of 
the peace, who are nominated and appointed by the 0 
Crown (except in certain cities and places particu= _ 
E exempted by Charter ;) by virtue of a com- - 
miſfion likewiſe iſſued by the Crown;. empower- 
- ing them To keep the peace in the county to Their, 


1 5 which they are appointed: and to keep, and cauſe commil. = 


t be kept all ordinances. and ſtatutes, for the 4 I 
8 of the peace, and for preſervation of the ſame; _ 
„ and for the quiet rule and government of the 
« people made, in all and ſingular their articles! in 
the ſaid county (as well within 1 as with- 
out) according to the force, form! and effect of Eu 
* the ſame: = to chaſtiſe, and puniſh, FFF .:: - 
From the terms of this e 5g we 3 the Tbelr da- = 
great extent of power committed to the juſtices; and iy ana Ii 
_ alſo the nature of, thoſe purpoſes. for which this PO 5 
ower is granted them: being to keep and preſerve | 
'E peace, order, and good government of the whole 
body of the people, according to the full farce, 
form, and effect of all laws for that - purpoſe made. 
A moſt important truſt, and arduous taſk; to duly x 
be which demands great abilities, . patriotick 
1 and exertion, together with the whole 
time and attention of the juſtice. For, the puniſh- 
ing of crimes after they are committed, as it appears _ 
to be but the ſecond and ultimate part of the commil- 
= to be uſed only in the caſe that the firſt ſhall - 
have proved ineffectual; ſo will it never ſerve ro 
prevent diſorder, or to preſerve order. e effet 
that firſt part of the commuſſion, the 5 uſtices muſt 
minutely and particularly inſpect into the! beginnings 
of every cauſe of diſorder, and into every circum. 
date ** is r to ä it. 1 to this end. 
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5 re enber im their commiffon, 
Nh ute 


mannes of every houſe, and particularty of fuch 2 1 
are the moſt likely to barbout; Sheeutage, za pro,. 
mots vice, immofalſty, or \ably het fort 6f derer : 
20h dor 10 Ide inte the wänter of life, conduct, and 45 
empfoy of each individual within their diſtricts. For 


Are, by 
 ftieans,” 


the conftitiition, provided with excellent 
by the inſtitution of conſtables 3 being an FM 


feder degree of officers of the desde, armed with / 


Poets expreſsly deſigted for this minute inſpection; 


. . 0 nd who act under the immecfate direction of- the | = | 
An excellent 'inftitiirion pon the whole, 
* moſt wiſely framed by our 'aticeftors: of which 


ſfuſtices. 


Lord Coke ſayßs, The whole Chriſtian world Hack ; 
flit the like, "if it ze dilly evtcnred.”=—4 Inf, , | 

"Suckt is this inſtitition of juſtices of the peace; 
weh are their powers and duty; and ſuch are the 5 


_ ways arid means by Which alone they can duly execute 
ite truſt committec to tbem. But; if we ſhall loo 
into the way and manner in which the Juſtices of this 
day do aftually diſcharge their truſt, we ſhall find it 


not only different, but oppoſite to that here de- 


dur purpoſe of propoſing 4 Femedy thereto render t : 
| heceſlaty: : 


In regarding the conduct . out” jeltices, 1 FO 1 Wo * 
Keep our eye ptincipally upon cho of Weſtminſter ; 1 


becauſe, by its junction ko the city of London, it 


5 W e WY. 125 woo the” ande of the latter; 
0 J. 


1 ** 3 #+ 5 1 74 bel . ; ER —2 of 1 & 45 


55 wire „ 1 4 4 VII. e. 1 B. in 0. 10. and . 


K. VIII. c. % 1 give, them a 58, e power theg is 
* any 5 0 | 
Apd they "Dave a diſcretionary powet of bindi 


D do 3 E 4 4 in 


wo el 46 g e 4 rden e ee e 


_ doing which, the juſtices have ſufficient powers®, and | t 


_ Feribed. This is fo eniverfilly known, that it would 
be titeſotte to lay. any. thing on the ſubject, did not 9 


to the 


' od behaviour; a: Fe exafta heavy receghirante where the _ 


| | | ef our Weſtminſter juſtices, would appear not of titular 


| inforch cat Rs ma 6 n nn God. : 
it impoſſible, by any pg or vigilance, to prevent 
their police from being very nearly the ſame as that 
of Weſtminſter : : and the manners and police of the 
dauntey will ever be retzulated by: thoſe of the me- 
| Bo tt - 


To enter 3 a partieular derail of the white 6 con- « Conduls 


Weſtmia - 1 


only tireſome, but r It ſhall ſuffice to ſay, ſter ju- 


that they are divided into two ſpecies or genus. The ces. 4 


haot entitſed to it by their rank in life, they ons not 


_ that office; the men of buſineſs; and who are em- 
'. _ cauſe they get . the commiſſion expreisly for this 1 
: 0 are exceedingly attentive and alert, immediately on 


entering upon their office, to obtain a minute know- 


14 vice or ee including 
5 b bor the purpoſe of FF 


eſt is exceeding numerous, and do not even conſider i 
- themſelves as capable of doing much good but 

1 apply to the crown for this office, merely or the fake. "4 
of placing a feather in their cap z Which, as the are 


_ otherwiſe come at; and few or none who do apply are 

refuſed this feather. Theſe, form. a claſs in this 
_ © office, which is in a great meaſure neutral, inſipid, =_ 
and inoffenſive : doing but little harm, and leſs wee Andcoun- i 
. "And in this claſs we are to rank by far the "mn 4 = 
505 e dur innumerable country juſtices. _ 
The other ſpecies of our Weſtminſter juſkices is Oftrading = 
compoſed of thoſe who execute all the active part of e =, 


” phatically ſtiled by the public, Trading Juſtices; be- 


6, and no other, to make Juſtice a trade, hy 5 
her for their own profit and gain. Theſe 


ledge of every houſe: Where diſorder; vice, or. im- 
| morality ere prafticed or hapbouredz and of almoſt 
1 1 Aale, vicious, or diſorderly perſon; not, how- 
or the purpoſe of preventing or ſuppreſſing 
theft and roguety; dut 


Nr ; y ever, 


aan — wh 


9 er a r contribution to the mag 
ts long as: they thall continue to regu 
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the reſentment e 


[4k idea; than doth the declaration made by the Uppe 


am 


powers neceſſary to ſuppreſs 1 „ 


3 on of or- 


4 1 1y, from theſe two cauſes: firſt, that imptoper per- 


1 conduet * theſe 


=: | tha public ' #hough" 1 rt times _ 
ll when it better ſuits theintereſt of his worthip, certain 
offenders are produced: for execution,” in like manner 
2s fattenech fowls are taken out of the: coop. But, of 

the manner in which they exerciſe their Powers, vos 
luumes of inſtances would not convey a more complete 


ns Houſe of the legiſlature welf,- on the late buſineſs of 
 , the E O tables; Which, notwithſtanding it was ad. 
mitte em con to be a moſt pernicious: evil; yet 
Was it likewiſe allowed zem, con. that the continuation 
of it would. be a leſs evil to the publick, than Would 
be the truſting thoſe Weſtminſter e pin _ e 


3 Effeits. of In what ſituation might we expect to find this 8 7 
their con- Or govetnment of a mighty city, Where the laws were 
dad. kept muszzled, or completely afleep and dormant?: 
But how much worſe mult the ſituation be where the 
_ magiſtrates, 'who are entruſted with the only power 
of executing the laws; do not only keep them thus 
_ muzzled from being of uſe to the publick; but . 
more careful of preſerving a plentiful breed of vice, - 
_ diſorder, and immorality, than the hunting man 
is Fo PE the: 9 8 80 foxes" in is: a e . 
F PE _ Well 40 we e FI in 1 0 birnen e of our foul 1 
Aead. that to daily multiply: our laws, without providing 
= der. for the due execution of any one, is adding inſult cs 
1 abuſe. In fine, the ſitustion into which our police 
or popular government is at preſent brought, b this 
1 execution of our laws, is ſuch, as is conſi derem 
1 all foreigners to be diſgraceful, not only to a 0 
Civilized ſtate, but to human nature; and, at home, 
. ws we feel it to be altogether intolerable and ruinous. 
& Cauſes of Now, this undue execurion\of our Jaws win, upon 
: 7 their bad enquiry, be found tO ſpring e almoſt total. > | 


Ions ate appointed to this office Land. n. — | 22 
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7 mention two other cauſes, e of an infe- 
riour degree, becauſe they can be more eaſily reme- . 
died, provided theſe now mentioned ſhould be teme 
died and indeed, in that caſe, the remedy of theis 
latter 8 follow the other dae in ® ee „ Y 99 
of courſe; : n | bl 
And if we ſhall 8 enquire for 9 5 true cauſe The 
a improper perſons are appointed to execute our Crown | 
oy and why their conduct is not gs OF rams 
| ſhall find i it to be entirely owing do this, That the perin- 
whole and ſole power of ſo nominating and ſuperin- gende be 
tending thoſe. officers is veſted in the crown: which, 90 nice. 155 15 1 | 
from two different circumſtances, is perfectly un gu, 18 
| lified to exerciſe this power for the benefit and welfare Unqualis =_ 
of the people. Firſt, becauſe the crown is no way fied for 
intereſted in the event of thoſe officers conduct; and, . 
for that reaſon, gives itſelf no manner of concern 
whether the perſons it appoints are proper or not, 
nor whether they duly diſcharge their duty or not. 
Second. Becauſe the Crown, even if it was ever 6 
well diſpoſed, cannot poſſibly know: who are the per- 
ſons proper for that office, nor when and how mo 
behave amiſs in their office; and likewiſe, becauſe it 
doth not, and cannot poſſeſs thoſe means which 3 
can effectually ſerve to enforce the good conduct, 
ns puniſh the bad conduct of thoſe officers. = 
. Whereas it is evident, that all thoſe qualifications, The ; peo- 
requiſite to/a due and proper exerciſe of this nomina- = 9 0 
ring and ſuperintending power, which are thus want. fed tori. ml 
ing in the Crown, are lodged. in the people, and in 
them alone, and completely. For that they muſt 
needs know who are the proper perſons, and they 8 
every the ſtrongeſt motive. of intereſt to chooſe 
thoſe proper perſons to execute the laws, and after- 
wurds to ſtrictly ſuperintend their conduct; ſeeing | e 
their order and good government, nay, the ſafety of. —_ 
_ -_ lives and property, with every thing that is dear _— 
and N 19 N We . on a an EXecu- 


"to ; * 


33335 1 10 1 


5 800 er ile NO The FRO eain-kinow- r 
aud when thoſe officers neple@ their duty, or 252 
3 their powers. And the people alone 


1 e.,fectual means and power to enforce! 3 . 
3 d of puniſn the ill conduct of thoſe" of wy 72 Tp 
WON: Tthall be ſhown in the ſequal. - bee Wh 
4 Ps.” Theſe things being „ it "ll 8 5 
| power in a greateſt ſoletiſm in Rate government, and the grofleſt 
| | _ theCrown outrage to juſtice, reaſon, und the nature of things 5+ 1 8 
= = foleciſm. that this ſaid power ſhouſd not be veſted in the pes · 
14 ainſt ple, who are thus completely qualified in every re. 
= -aftice, - ſpe to exerciſe it for their own benefit, welfare, and _ 
reaſon, happineſs: and that it ſhould be veſted in the Cron. 
2 nea- Which is as completely unqualified, in every EY 1 Bk 
5 to exerciſe it for the good of the people, 5 „„ 


e But this ſoleriſm, this contradiction to 1 | 5 1 
ther e and the nature of things, did not = roo 2: 


| Aitutlon, exiſt in our conſtitution. On the contrary,” it aps 
peats, from the unanimous conſent of alf our law 
; c that the right of eleQing thoſe officers of | 
the peace, was by the common law, or conſtitutions |» 
=: > originally veſted +4 the people; av that ic e conti © YN. 
_ hyed veſted in them for many „ mo | 
ſ Should be 3: \ Therefore it is here propoſed, as he PN e 1 
| * Pri to aſd an indiſpenſibly neceſſary ſtep towards a reform Tg gs 
= ple of all thoſe deſtfuctive and diſgraceful abuſes, that 
this right and power, of electing and nominating | 
| +» + + thoſe officers. of the -peate, ſhould be u t the „ 
5 . as being alone qualified to exerciſe chat po... 
er for their dyn beneßt) welfare, and happineſs; a ny 
= s being rightly antied' thereto, by the-conftitution, = 
E as well” as by: the” Aae of ee, Wan and hd 1 
1 bature of things. „„ 
| e Ys But, à8 the power to bene Fer. officers of the PPM 
de crown peace hath been veſted in the Crowd for ſuch 'a 


* = a 3 of time, chat it is no tonfldeted;” bythe 
1 pa «cr of the people themſelves, as a part g 
2 ther conſtitution, it becomes neceffary, in ſupport of 
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me conſti tu. 
tion! but that on ehe contrary i Was, and till is veſteddt. 
by the confiicution, in the people: and that it became "83-18 
' veſted in the Crown, by a breach of the Sa 
And in other reſpects illegally and unjuſtlix. 
por the purpoſe of proving this, it becomes aotel:.. 
2 ary to ſhow, firſt, the manner in which the people I 
ny. poſſeſſed and. exerciſed this power, and ' I 
gert, the time when; and manner how it came to be 
e er from the people to the Crown. And this, 
ak rhe riſk of appearing tedious to ſome; who, | 
_ However neceſſary and intereſting this | part of the | 
\  ſabje@ may be, will think it bur dry. Ws, 5 
5 <2 It: becotnes unneceſſary to. adduce the aut Ority f People J 
any one of more law writers in proof that the right electei ll 
and power of electing thoſe officers of the peace wa: wane _ 

_ _ . originally veſted in the people, by the conftiturion a: . 
br Fommon law, becauſe that is a fact univerſally ad- law. 1 
mitted and agreed upon by every one of thoſe laß 
Authors. a the particular manner in which be mm 
„„ people exerciſed that right by .common law, wa 
_ _ '  FFtorded by Lord Coke, 2 Inf. 358. 559%, and from - Ii 
e bim and ocher authors, by Burn, in bis Tuſtire, f 
„ which 1 refer, as fangs] a book | in the hands of every | 71 1 
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udaciag in not behed in thi e 


1 « Of ancient ticks fuck alficvrs' or tigen as The 
858 6e Hefe inſtituted either for preſervation of the peace manner Wl 

of the county, or for execution of juſtice, be- 0 cle. 1 
N eauſe it concerned all the ſujects of that county, ſervators, | 

and they had a great intereſt in the juſt and due 
. 6xereiſe of their ſeveral places, wetr, by force of EE 
«the King's writ in every ſeveral county, benen os 
„0 1 or N Fowler, wy" we Wy armor of (hide eoun- | 


' 66 ty." 
„ Bp. | 9955 l 55 5 95 e 0 8 th | | 2 ? 
8 1 3 W e e of the . at common e 


FEY elected by the county, upon a writ directed to the ſheriff: 
- kus the election of conſervators is. transferred by Gatutes ſrom the 

eople to the King: and at length juſtices of peace were, and 
8 are created 1 of the peace, by commiſſion, or Jets ; 
FF ER 9 —1 074% oy. 0 
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. „ An h "YH « As, 1 Wo 3 as 
= juſtices of the peace there were conſervators of 1 8 
A peace in every count whole office (according tod 
_=_ _- their name) was to conſerve the King's peace, ang 
_ « to protect the innocent and obedient ſubjects from 

& force or violence. Theſe conſervators, by be au- 
an common law were, by force of the King's writ, — 
I choſen by che frecholders in the county court. 
e ont of the principal men of the county, after which = 
e election ſo made and returned, then in that caſe, 
| _ *© the King directed a writ to the party ſo elected, to 
take upon him and execute the office, until the rs 
K King ſhould order otherwiſe. And thus the coro- 
E. |-: 0678 ſtill continue zg be choſen in full county, as 
d allo the knights of the ſhire fot the parliament. 
= Virwe of. Such was the. footing. upon which this - office was 
de con- firſt inſtituted; and upon this footing it continued for 
3 many ages: during which time it is ſaid the peace and 
1 ood order of the country was preſeryed, in a wonder⸗- 
. ee, i ale ; Conley 
5 Vaters. PE, 35 
DR It is in like manner r univerillyagieed; upon, "bp all. Rig 
Crown our law athours, that the power of electing the con- 
A acquired ſervators, was tranſlated from the people to the 
_ this pon: Crown, at the beginning of the reign of Edward the 
3 ſtature: 1 Ed. 3 c. 16, For 
trer keeping and maintenance of the peace: 
ing will that in every county, good men 1 
40 lawful, which be no maintainers of evil, or barre- 
'E tors in the country, ſhall be aſſigned to keep the 
« peace.” And from this act (ith the wile and 
bees Lambard) we are to date that great alteration ' 
in our conſtitution, whereby the election of conſen-— 
vators of the peace was taken from the Feop ad 
en to oo Fry entort ok 0 oF Wer *" On ge 
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6 Lie 1 1 A or | juſtice of the” ace WT 1 5 
1 F "whoſe work was publiſhed in the reign of King James 
he Firſts ſince which time no book under that diele hath 2 95 


— p 


0 "hs 90 But, . Edward's LS 9 vot 15 abüge. 


5 5 5 5 « in parliament, were conſulting about the affairs of the nation, . (65A 0 | 


35 
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005 wh | dt TE ace” tx obſer EY e this 

as and power, which the people held: by common 
_ law, was tranſlated from them to the Crown, by a 
ſtatute. Por it is not the leſs; a ſtatute that it runs in 


= King's name only.  . TT 'N 1 
And we are next to obſerve, that the partie; That pt. 


2 


which enacted this tranſlating | ſtatute was not a legal Hament. 


belegen on two accounts“: Firſt, becauſe it was — DE of „ 


ekt by the infamous Mortimer, who at that time 
_ Tuled all deſpotically, by means of the Queen Mother 
_ and who conyoked this parliament exprefsly for the 
Purpoſe of depoſing the unfortunate Edward the Se- 
cond; who was then ſtill lving. . And, ſecond, be- 
cauſe Edward the Third, who was the King de faffo 5 
of this tranſlating parliament, had not been then le- 
gally created King: and was moreover, a minor, act- 
Ing entirely under the influence and direction 9e bis 
* | mother and Mortimer. OO TRAD 


convey char. power. 79 Heating 1 the inn te 
_ the crown. * | For, it runs Soup pe e 1 will, chat * 


while his father continued unimpeached, the Queen and Mortimer 

_ reſolved to proceed to. a formal depoſition of that unfortunate 
monarch. Writs were ifſued for returning eight and forty mem- 5 
bers from North and South Wales. (Where Mortimer's eſtates lay.) 
And this addition of Mortimer's creatures being made to the 
1 Kc.“ molle: 's Hiftory, 50. III. p. 302. Now, this Was oy . 
the Parliament 1 Ed. 3. which enacted that tranſlating ſtatyte. - 
And the following year“ A Parliament being convoked/ at - 


\ + 08 ** Saliſbury, Mortimer went thither with an armed force: "and oY 


©, while the biſhops, . prelates, and other members aſſembled 


«he went with a body of armed men; agd burſting open the 


6. doors, threatened them“ with inſtant death, ſhould they pre- » 13 08 : 


<< ſume to OY or FO in wy n * to his W wth 


mer. from that right e. Hance. - 


; ; 9 Theprac- For, a majorit 
„ ao "= EOUNLENARGE dhe 


ing the title of the King 
a ſet to diſmiſs. all thoſe c 


Rtwte, in cheir ſtead, others that vo 
. his own party. And, to this end, be Sr 16 * 7 


to müke a new election of conleryators, as 


x: went, which Was 10 be ſu ppoſed the moſt | Prop 


It is natural to 4228 nds, that 


roved of by all che of the young King and 
2 400 "whack pF, 15 pot 9 


age 
ick to ſerve a temporary purppl 
of Mord af; as the handle gr * Kor 4 


ENTS in once EED 9 
— . linge occa 


gde, at 2 5 time, 952 commations we FB 
a Wd e e 0 the divided opipion of the rag ES 
10 50 ng df Aire and PET EG” 
ee ervators that wee 
- _ ©... then acting under the cammiliion of Edward. the Se- 

W 7 60 cond, as being by virtue of FO wand pollelied of 
ee and influence in the count 5 "and — 19 5 


Hluament io make a ſhow of interfering in this ef ch 5 
.__  vator buſineſs, with which no parliament had ever 
.  befate interfered, merely for the purpole of colour; 
ing or countenancing the following trick of ſtate =. 
Jos 4 gerdemain, He totally omitted to iſſue that writ. of 
Crown, which was neceflary for authoriſing - 9 2 


11 a0 dangerous at that time z but iſſned the com- - | 5 
wiſſien ſiagly, 0 certain perſons, as if pominated by 
bbs people, through their repreſentatives in Paras. 


 -way of cledtion in thoſe times of publick commetien. 
his trick would 4 bt, 


the majority. _ 
And thus did the Crown, or the then infamous ad-. 
__ miniſtrator of its powers, take the advantage 1 
divißon and dianion of the people on that occaſion, 1 
Ss _ whip them of one of their malt important conti: 
rover of naw. rights. At leaſt che trick which Mortimer 
__ upon the people at chat time, though only mean 
ſe, hath been. made bd Lg. 


people having | Gon 4 th J . 
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FConſervators were to act “ until the Ki 


when elde y. neceflary to fill up vacancies by "ij 


county and, when ſuch new appointment becamg 


tze Crownto make 1 it, ina manner dener 19 1 
te people. 


dy kis ſubjects, the people would be leſs. nice or at: ers. 
E make them feel no inconvenience. His long reign, 
14 bfty-one years, created a ſort of preſcriptive right + 
for his. ſucceſſors.— And the people, having been. 


once habituated to this practice, never gave ew. 
ſelyes the trouble to Sick. about it, ſo long as it Was 


| ruin to the people themſelues, neceſſity and {elf-pre- 
5 bow chat 
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tor, a truly reſpectable King, beloved and admired dung“ 


. tentive to a matter which, under ſuch. a King, woul 
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- parliament, however legal, nor ſtature, however ex- 
88 preſs, could either annihilate it, or convey it from 
dhe peop le. —For, if our lawyets explain the common 


da night, it is the common. birth-right that in 


Sekte and all of the ſubje&s have, for che —— 
and ſecurity of all their rights,” privileges, — 


ile o them, againſt all the world, ſo long as he. 
155 conſtitution itſelf all laſt or endure. And, if lo, 
2 right poſſeſſed by the people at common law is an 


5 . be inheritance ſettled upon them and their poſterity, „ 


alienated o fp navoidable entail; which no parliament, 
= | by ſtrict and unavoidable enta P* us 


Wh only a fort of under-tenant for term, nor even 
any one entire generation of the people „ 
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= 1 only renants for life, can alienate for any 
1 TY time beyond their own term. Nay, it would ſeem 


that even two or more” parliaments,” or generations, 
_ concurring, cannot dock that entail; but that any 
one ſucceeding generation may revive the claim, and 
enter upon the inherirance free and e e ee 
Neither doth any duration of quiet poſſeſſion barr or 
mit the claim of the people, 70 


| bux by virtue of their own proper right. That WRich 
one parliament did can be undone by another. And 
old ſtatutes muſt give way to new. 80 26 our laws. 
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founded upon reaſon; and is fald to be the perfection of reaſon, 


acquired by long ſtady, obſervation, | and experience; and re- . 
1 oe learned men in all ages. And it is the common birth- 


right that the ſubje& bath, for the ſafe- guard ad defence, not 
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1 n even wif the” * wide had Hever 1 Aba pol⸗ bt I 
ſeſſed this power by common law; yet, as their right ee . 
tas it is ſoeevidently founded in juſtice, reaſon, 'and the ae. ; ns 
nature of things (as harh been ſhown) which are alfo' and n-. 
tze foundation of common law, their claim to it on — 1 
that grounds indiſputable. vs ore a. = 
_.__ _  ..*Neeeffiity- and ſelf-preſervation are life wg” in No plea 
8 favour of the people's claim. On the other hand, on the 
i there/is no one reaſonable argument for the Crown's partofthe 
.. refufing or with-holding this right from the people. 1 8 
In the whole long commiſſion of the juſtices, there is 
but one half ſentence relating to the fines and aner ⸗ 
diaments of the Crown: and tô remove that plea the 
people may buy it off by an equivalent. The only 
other argument beſides, is that of ſome little advan- 
hs _ _—_ the article of power; and in this reſpe& our 
Joſtices are not of that conſequence as the conſerva- 
3 deors were in the time of Edward the Third: neither 
can any uſe of the juſtices in that reſpect. n 
„Crown, unleſs it be againſt either a competitor, or | 
155 a the people themſelves : and there is no proſpect of 
g our juſtices being neceſſary or uſeful to the Crown in 
either of theſe ways. But a patriot King would never 
* attempt to ſacrifice the welfare and happineſs of his 
people to ſuch a trifling ſelfiſn conſideration, as is 
any advantage to be kt from bo cook. me) Ju- 
mies of peace. ©: | 
„ +:'Fherefores: ovtertaining no whe that, if the peo- People to 
ple will take the trouble of applying to the legiſlature reclaim 
For the reſtoration of this indiſpenſably neceſſary right, g a * 
13 5 they will readily obtain it; we proceed, in the nexkts 
7 1 to * W ang i in What minder, my — 1 
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. 5 A1 5 es ca fred ** re * thoſe which 40 
not are accounted no laws. ans age Nr: laws will make' a con- 
ſtruction to do wrong: law favoureth thoſe things that come from 
: 7 the order of nature. Inf. 183. 197.—The law of nature is Lex 
So, and may not be changed: 2 Ship. Abr. 356: —And, if 
e 18 reason, it 1s een N Rep. 76. 2 9 e Ka 
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= « "x refpectable_Þ Mr. n who Pa” tg 55 in 
1 each, county, there ſbould be a limited number of 


—_ | * (he mentions ſixtęeen;) one half of theſe to be : 
wen of quality, as honorary and gratuitous juſtices ; 


* who ſhould not be obliged to an attendance. beyond 2 50 
what their zeal fer juſtice and love for their country 
* hall incline them to; and the other half to be acting 
= N 8 5 gentlemen capable of buſineſs; who wall | 
= _ conſtantly attend in the reſpective diviſions to which 
offre. they ſhall be appointed; and be entitled to a reward | 
5 3 for their Pains; and, upon any nogle®, to be ſub Jet 
of Ju. "This is, vichaur' ks, a moſt 8 pro- 


tices. poſal: particularly that part which reſpect 
bogs — tution of rewards and puniſhments for the acting ju- 
bf. ſtices. Far theſe are the only means in the power 
„ of any one conſtituent to in any manner of: ſor- 
vice at all from his agent; or to either enforce his 
behaving well, or to puniſh his doing ill. And the 


the inſti- > EW 


attention of the agent will eee de proportioned . Jt 
do the value of bis expected reward and puniſhment. | 


= 5 | "A for inſtance, aur preſent titular. juſtices, having 


NE other reward for their ſervices: than a feather, | 


= render ſervice in return that is equal in weight to the 
= feather. And ovr trading juſtices, who have neither 


reward nor puniſhment from the people, pay them. ; [ 


_ ſelves. liberally, in proportion to the trouble they take 


for themſelues, at the ruinqus expence of the people. | 2 


thereof a 


ſecond | 
defect. - puniſhments, that I alluded to, as one of the defects 


in che preſent igſticution, - And, ſurely; this will ap- 
Pear to he ane of the worſt judged acts of caconomy 
chat can be imagined, when the n mall be ſet 
Me wks FRO yr TY * xpe 
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The want It is the want of this power in the. publick,. ovev 
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che conduct of the juſtices, by means of rewards and 


& of —_ 
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 falaries for the acting zinc of a . wn «oY 
would not be equal to the ſalary and perquiſites of 11 10 
any one of our Bengal juſtices; whereas, the ſervice 

in return, would be a due execution of our laws; 


without which the legiſlation of our parliament is but "0 bi 


a You et preterea nibil; and which return would 


ſpeedily produce benefirs, to which this nation has 
been long a ranger. N 


that the people would receive, from a due execution ward a 
of the office of Juftice, no reward could be adequate. ry. 
| However, this 1s no proper ſtandard for meaſuring 

the | pecuniary reward of the acting juſtices : that 
mould be proportioned to the labour; trouble, and 
attention they muſt beſtow on the due execution 4 5 
their office; which, at the beginning, muſt be great 
indeed; like cleanſing the ue 20 Rable; 8 it 
wil afterwards decreaſe, ' ſv proportion as the ex- 

Wi reform advances.- Suck 4 due diſcharge of 
that truſt will, as hath been ſaid, demand great ab- 
ties, unwearied application and exertion, together 
With the whole time of the acting juſtices. And a 

_ conſideration of theſe circumſtances will guide to the 

rate of a proper ſalary. Though the people might 
judge it prudent to deviſe, Feger, ſome ſort of 

0 honorary arts, to both the gratuitous and ſtipen- 


5 Gary juſtices, | for extraordinary ſervices, 


With regard to the nature and degree of oni. Puniſh- 

| ment for neglect of duty, the 4 55 of diſmiſſing = 

him from his charge would be a weighty puniſh- we 

ment to a man of honour and feeling: and ſuch 

alone, it is preſumed, the people would nominate to 

this office, when reſtored to hel * of electing = 

juſtices. * : 

2 And for the purpoſe of tenforing this power of Effeftual 

= puniſhing as well as rewarding more efficacious in the in the 
nds of the people, the writ of the Crown ſhould age 0 


The WC . __ number of "oe for each 
EM nm 


If the reward ſould be'p perched to the beriefi The te 9 


8 de iſſued annually "at a ſtated period to the ſheriff, © = ment 5 1 


48 means n to — eld hs oh freehold pies 
25 to the cuſtom e preſcribed on this head by 
ons. the common law: to the end that the commiſſion or 
_ writ of the Crown ſhould afterwards be granted, im- 
powering the perſons ſo returned to act. For, by 
| theſe annual elections, the curb 1 in the hands of the 
people, as well as the ſtimulom, would be ever 
: ave and powerful upon the juſtices ſeeing that, 
once in every year, they would poſſeſs the opportu- 
$i: 4-00ty nity of rewarding bienfaiſance by re- election, and of 
puniſhing malfaiſanee by rejecting. It is alſo proper 
that, in an office of this conſequence, the people 
ſhould have the opportunity, as 7 


is evident, that theſe powers in the hands of the peo 2 
plwKkẽͤ would be more or leſs efficacious, accordin 5 
the pecuniary reward of the acting juſtice ſhoul be 8. 

an object in his eye: for patriotic diſintereſtedneſs is is 
not ſofficieatly powerful i in our days. 


Effectual But as the power of ſuch rewards and 5 on 


. in fie clearly appears to be the only effectual Dans oo 
-- Nands o | 
th b- = 
ont OW: their office of executing our laws; ſo doth it no leſs 


taining good and due ſervice from the juſtices, ia 


clearly appear, that the very. being and exiſtence f 


this power, to properly and effectually reward and 5 


puniſh the juſtices, depends entirely on the circum- 
ſtance of reſtoring to the e their richt of elekt⸗ 
ting their juſtices. 


*  rf:% Andi it is no leſs certain that 3 the 8 5 


thereof, ſhall exert - themſelves with that integrity, aſſiduity, 5 


and attention, which theſe propoſed means will oblige 
them to, then our laws muſt be duly and effectually 5 
executed: the conſequence of which muſt be (whe 
the only remaining defect ſhall be remedied) an 4 65 j 
fectual reſtraining and ſuppreſſing of all thoſe de. 


=_ ſtructive and diſgraceful abuſes. 


hut it muſt ever be held in view, ak. the aha 708 
4 7 5 holding. of .this much deſired referm is founded upon 
53 the eren of . conſtitutional IVE and power 
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to the People, of clecting the belle. This is a 
_ preliminary y, fine qua non. 

That third defect alluded to is, the want tof Draper A türd 
Ways and means to diſpoſe of the idle, diſorderſy, and defect 
pröfligate, of both ſexes; and of which, thanks to 
the vigilance of our trading Aa, there, is a moſt. 

_ plentiful breed at preſent, 
tion. But it is hoped that an effectual means of re- 
medying this defect, and to the effecting which re- 


medy good juſtices muſt greatly contribute, will be To be re- 
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means io reflify them, and to gradually aboli 72 the 


Poor's Raves, 25 35 full employing 150 ee] . ? 


OUR FE Ras Pant Laws are not def Wan ancient Of our 


ſtries, in the reign of Henry the Eighth, the few poor an 
of this country. were moſtly maintained by thoſe 
religious houſes. The ſtatute 39 El. is the firſt that 
mentions the word ſettlement. And it is that of be 
43 El. which obliges each pariſh to maintain its o-w]n 


Poor; and preſcribes the rules for their ſo maintaining ve -B 


them. Upon this faid ſtatute, 49 Eliz. the =" 5 | 


of our poor laws, and preſent Stem, may be ſaid to ; Bs 


| have been founded, Fot the ſtature 13 and 14 Cb. II. 
oy which, the greater. part of our ſettlement caſes is 
at this tay. adjudged, appears, by the preamble 
as ebf, to have been enacted, merely for the pur- 


Poe "of Explaining . and ſupplying ſome defects in the 
_ aforeſaid” 43 Eliz; relating to the ſettlement of the 


n whicth, _ that time, began. to Ne diſputenk , Wai 
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"The prin- 


ciple of 


| our Poor 


Laws. 


Ot 5 


Pariſh. 
122 by 


of hs 


5 execution 
of our 
Poor Laws 


by over: 


' ſeerg, 5 


l 


t pariſhes. ory the minihidac + 
ſubſequent ſtatutes on that ſubject have, partly 


a e differ: nt 


through the inattention of the legiſlators, and partly - 2 


„ the neglect of the people themſelves, become 


a mere chip in parridge, = my we” voy We ed 1 85 


nefit to the publick, 

The pe upon which our Poor San rhether 
common or ſtature, were, originally founded, is hi ; 
That no fellow-citizen muſt be left to ſtarve ; but 
that he who cannot feed himſelf ſhall be fed by t the 


publick.— A principle breathing the true ſpirit of the ; 


En gliſh nation; generous, liberal, and humane. - 


"That. wee in the 43 Eüz. for each pariſh to : 


aid, ſill continues to be the 89 of our whole 
Poor Syſtem, was likewiſe founded upon a principle 
which, in the then ſituation of circumſtances, was 


humane, juſt, and prudent. But the perſiſting to 
build upon a foundation that was adapted to parti - 
cular circumſtances, after thoſe circumſtances had 5 . 


greatly altered, as they have done at this day, i 
n of” errors and abuſes, that are not Al 
pet nieious and deſtructive to the commonweal, than 


bey are diſgraceful to the underſtanding of the peo. 


Fe and their government. As will appear fram che = 
following inſpection into our preſent poor ſyſtem; - 3 


which it becomes neceſſary to ſet forth, at large, in 


order to point out theſe ſaid _ with their dee. 5 


l cauſes and effects. 


The primary power of meta our Four Tana * 0 
lodge d in the juſtices of the peace; fuch as they have 
= deſcribed. But the immediate execution of - 
the Poor Laws is veſted in overſeers uf che — oy 
a4 Ez. which enacts, That the churchwardens, Wm 
o, three, or four perſons (by that ſtatute; ſubſtanual — 
dovibhaldant) in Tacks pariſh, ſhall ſuperintend and. 


A regulation, likewiſe,” inftituted by © that''afore 


direct all matters relating to the poor. Theſe ober- 


been uy * W about * to act in 


each 


0 o 


r 25 1 


ee ban, and vill, for the evfulby year, by 
two zuſtices, under their hand and ſeal, from lifts de- 
L in to them by the overſeers of the current 
And the overſcers going our, deliver over their 
Va of aflefiment and accounts to their 1 "2 
within fourteet oy after their entering inte off 
Whereby we perceive, that theſe overſeers an, 
Point their own. eee aac and thereby, in 8 
_ the. only comptrolſers of their accounts. For 4s tö 
their verifying th thoſe, accounts upon Harb, before ane 
Er who figns and atteſts the fame, according 3 ; 
the 9 G: we do not find that to be any cheek on. 
their condudl: nor yet that liberty given by the ſus 
. for any a eee 10 lobk inte ew Accounts 
on paying; one ſhilling. - vs 1, 
The new overſeers are, upon entering into their The pow- i 
_ office, clothed with a power to afſeſs every: inhabitant ers of the 
of their pariſh, at ſuch a rate 46 my all think overſeers. 
proper, te the relief of the poor. And this their 
1 hens received the fat of any two juſtices 
15 $ the cotmty, becothes' a law more abiolaten, bind- 
ing, and leſs avoidable, than any the moſt ſolemn 
. edict of our Parliament. Nor is the power of theſe 
_ overſeers-leſs abſolute, unlimited, and uncontrouled, 
in che collecting and diſpoſing of thoſe funds, and 
| 3 thing beſides: felating to this Poor buſ- 6 
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* 5 Now, as this = of overſeet is of ſach unlieiced The qua- 
truſt and weighty conſequence, it might be imagined, 2 
it would: be exernced by only the moſt feſpectable 
inhabitants of each pariſh. - But it is quite otherwiſe; 
for every perſom of any tank or cult ſedulouſly . 

"avoids. this office. Even the church-wardens them 

_ - ſelves decline the buſineſs. And only a very inferior 

Glaſs of the inbabicancs in each pariſh is employed in 
 _ * that office, Nay, in many pariſhes, even theſe over- 

1 ce ys 48 ny 10 devolve _ whole wude 
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And FOE is owing to a certain un b a - 


morally impoſſible! for any care in the execution of 


our Poor Laws to prevent or remedy thoſe evils and 


abuſes that unavoidably follow from the erroneous 
conſtruction. of thoſe laws. 


\ 
\ 


F or, otherwiſe, can we, 


Conſiſtent with reaſon, ſuppoſe that the people of 


England, jealous and ſuſpicious: of the management 
of cheir executive government, in the application f 


thoſe taxes that are impoſed by their legiſlature,: | 7 


though this application i is ſubjected to the comptrol 


% 


= Aa ana- 
logical 
| eſtimate 
| of the | 
Poor Tax. But then we likewiſe know, that this lands tax is ſcarce: 


| Pa 


Fe 
* 
— 


of their own repreſentatives, would voluntarily, and 
by choice, commit to a few men of the loweſt rank 
the uncontrouled truſt of impoſing, collecting, and . 


applying a revenue, perhaps, not inferior by much 


above one Jen Ps, to the ſtanding revenye of the: 
nation? 


8 4 Wo 12 # 8 
* 2 5 1 Fi . oy 4 3 3 


Pots "that the fn yearly 8 publick, 2 


for the relief of the poor, in taxes and by extortion, 
will be found not greatly inferior to three - fourths 
of what is termed the ſtanding revenue of the na- 
tion, I will take upon me to ſay. And though, at 
preſent, we can form only a rational conjectute at the 


amount of the Poor's tax, from the analogy it bears 


to the land tax, and to Which it is nearly ſimilar in 


the objects of taxation, I will: venture to preſent. ſuck 


an analogical eſtimate thereof; to the end that the 


1 of this part of our Poor ne 0p AT. 


. appear. more ſtrikingly. 


We all know char the Td "in; {© aſſeſſed by: : 0 


government at four ſhillings in the pound, produces 
in England and Wales about two millions ſterling. 


any where actually aſſeſſed at ſo. much as four ſhillings. 


in the pound of rack- tent: that, in by far the greater: 5 


part of England, it is not 
in many places not one 


Þ much as two; ſhillings * 


ing; and that, in the; 


north of England, and in Wales, it is not ſix-pence: 


in the pound of rack-rent. 


Io that we ſhall ſpeak; _ 


_ greatly Wirhin bounds, if We Teckon that the land- 


4 — 


. 


* 


by 4 25 "2 


bak, N two Wmione 4 * is, at a 


7 medium, aſſeſſed greatly under the actual rate of two | 
$1 fhillings in the pound” rack-rent,' of the whole lands 


in England and Wales; and conſequently, that an 


actual land- tax of four ſhillings: in the pound rack- 


reng/would produce greatly above four millions.” 


On the other hand, we know that, exceq pting 
ſoome few pariſhes in and about the metropolis, 9 
date very few pariſhes in England and Wales where 


the Poor's Rates are aſſeſſed under four ſnillings in 


dhe pound rack-rent, that in a great part of the 


- z 
* 
« 1 WT 
"> 
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eight, and above. Now, let any one form to himſelf 


country pariſhes it is ſix ſhillings; and, in many, at 


an ideal medium of the Poor's Rates, as they are 
_ aſſeſſed all over England and Wales; and which are, 
indeed, the heavieſt where the Land Tax is the light⸗ 
eſt ' and, having formed that ideal medium, let him 
apply it to the aforeſaid analogy; he will then form 
a tolerable conjecture at the whole amount of Poor's 
Rates collected yearly in England and Wales: that is 
do lay, if his ideal medium ſhall be five ſhillings in he 
ound, then will the whole amount of Poor's Rates 
be five millions; and, if only four ſhillings, the 
amount will be four millions: more particularly, as 
the Poor's Rates are ſuppoſed ſubject to no deductione 
1 the collection. And, if the land-tax has 5 5 
tages in point of certain perſonals, being only penſions 


and poſts, the Poor Tax has, in lieu of that, the 


benefit of many fines on treſpaſſes of The game Ws, 
| Gyearing, drunkenneſs, &c. &c,” | 
But, beſides this ſettled comribgtion for the poor, Of the 
bete is another contribution extorted in money and vagrant 
3 through pilfering and otherwiſe, by the Per 
importunate vagrant poor; who ſwarm in every 
town, and in the country, to a degree that would dif- 
grace any well governed ſtate, where no ſuch ſettled 
1 was made for the poor. And this extorted 
contribution we cannot eſtimate at leſs than one mil. 
lion ſterling yearly. Nor do we here reckon on the 
-_7 charitable foundations that are ſupported by 
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The man- 
ner of ad- the ſettled. poor to 
thus collected. for their relief,” By the 9 Av; the rule 


mitting a 


: 9 


refuſing it, he applies to a neighbouring juſtice, and 
makes oath, that he is poor and impotent, and not 
able to provide for himſelf, and his family (if he has 
one); that his lawful ſetilement is in ſuch a pe 
and that, upon ap 1 
he had been refuſed relief. Upon the ground of this 


16 1 5 


- ae 1 5 and ws are re 
this country than in any other. 

We are next to confidet the manner of e 
to the uſe of thoſe amazing ſums 


is, that any perſon requiring relief, ſhall firſt _— 
to the overſcers of the pariſh ; and, in the caſe of their 


application to the overſeers rags, 


_ oath, the juſtice is hound to ſummon two of the ovetſeets 
of ſuch pariſh, to ſhow cauſe why that perſon ſnoula not 
Ves be wor ine And, thereby, os matter is brought to 


this iſſue, that the overſcers muſt either admit the 


pauper, or ſhow. a ſufficient cauſe why they refuſe 


him. Now, it appears, that the e ee pleading 


that the party is able to work, or otherwiſe not an 
object of charity, can in no ſhape be admitted by t the 


Juſtice as a ſufficient cauſe for their reſuſing him relief; 
becauſe, the law neither conſtitutes not admits them 


to be the judges of that matter; on the contrary, 


os 28 ſufficient for the overſcers-refuling telief to a 


his right to relief is a fact, ieren nes * 
his own oath, 


It would ſeem, the. only. cavie that can be admins 
rſon 


who hath taken this gath, is, that his legal eee 


ttein other patiſh: and then they can demand a. Har- 


is not in their pariſh, but that it is in ſome one cer- 


went, from two juſtices, to remove him to that other 


8 pariſh. But this is only a remedy of one pariſh, n. 
or vill, againſt another ; it is no remedy to the 


public againſt. the impoſition. of theſe ſeit made 


Le 


paupers. Far from that, it is to the publick. a 


grievous aggravation of the evil; and, ro the diſ- 
Puting 2 donne or ug 7 o W is in · 


9 


* « 


5 


1 
** 


er now we cotne to che ** of removal a 5 


be be of the poor: an inexhauſtible fund of ex- _ yy 


f th 
to the burden of Poor's Rates. It is not only on the poor. 


Sh OT apauper's actually demanding relief, that the 


n litigation 3 and, thereby, a mighty addition 


overſeets may . for a warrant to remove him to 
his own pariſh : but, by the 13 and 24 C. II. they 


may, upon the apprehenſion or ſuſpicion, that any 


perſon not legally entitled to a ſettlement in their 


1 pariſh is likely to become chargeable thereto, apply 


for a warrant. of two juſtices, to remove him to the 


made pauper is removed, 


pariſh where he was laſt legally ſettled. And now 


the two pariſhes, to which and from which the ſelf- 


prepare for law. The 
overſeers of each pariſh 85 their oracle (ſome 


country attorney ;) and both pariſhes are invariably 


in the right. An appeal is made, from the warrant of 


the two juſtices, to the next quarter-ſeflions. And, 
which ever way-it is determined, there, the frequent 
guaſhings of the orders of ſeſſions by the Court of 


5 95 removing the cauſe into that court: where counſel 


learned in the law, and wiſe judges, waſte their 


„ time; and puzzle their brains on diſcriminating, inveſ- 
ttigating 


and diſtinguiſhing, all the intricate mazes, of 
the inexplicable laws of ſettlements, and in quoting 


King * An furgiſhes . a never-failing argument for 


innumerable precedents, in order to determine. whe- 
ther it ſhall be the pariſh of A or the pariſh of B 


that is to maintain a wretch; who, Weh erer way it 
. Sass, muſt ſtill be maiatained. by the ET 
Now, if one ſhall conſider that? there are no W 1 
than ten different ways of gaining a ſettlement, and peace of RY 
that each of theſe ways is diſputable on ten times as itig-ting 
many grounds: when he next conſiders. how 
- Pariſhes there are in 


publick, 


England and Wales; and that 
many of theſe pariſhes are by the 13 and 14 C. II. 


ſubdivided into pwn "In and vills, each of which 


is thereby 


equally induced to litigme the point of 


ſettle. 
ments. 


* vith the oth, $94 the diltiact * are: 
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<4 heh: he Ns conſiders the FO „ 
enereaſe of thoſe ſubjects of this litigation,” the idle 

oor; and that country attornies are the directors of 
Amen all theſe litigations, he will, perhaps, Be able 


to form ſome gueſs at the number of litigations 
that are annually ſet on foot, betwixt the different 
Berithes, ee and vills, on this e of” "Poor's 6 LY 


- Settlements: ”*- Shy 


And when, on the. ths hand he” all 1 
what the expence is, of removing each of ' theſe 
iigatedd paupers from perhaps one end of the king - 
dom to the other, firſt by the warrant of the two jus 


ſtices, chen, perhaps, back by an order of the feſ- 
ions, and poſſibly a third time by a decree of Banco 
Regis: and when he further conſiders, what the ex- 


N 
12 


Pence of each of the two pariſhes: in one: 'of theſe _ 15 


ſuits is, on account of attörnies and agents bills, 
counſel's and court fees, he may, perhaps, frame 
ſome ſort of comjecture at the enpence Which the 


_ whole proceſs, of litigating the ſettlement of one 


ſingle pauper, may coſt the two diſputing pariſhes, 
towns, or vills. And then, by multiplying the whole 


annual number of thoſe litigations, by the coſts of 


one ſingle procels, he may come at ſome idea of the 


| amazing, expence cauſed yearly to the publick; by 


this regulation, of each: pariſh, TOWN: and vill main- 3 


n its own poor diſtinctly. 


of the | The laſt ſtage of this Poor vulineſs? 38 hy nas; 
8 pau Mong of maintaining and employing the ſettled poor. 
| Ing and And, at firſt fight,” one might be led to think, that 
= the law had provided, on this head, with art and care. . 
Poor by For, by the aforeſaid 43 Eliz. the church-wardens 1 

| KRatute. and overſeers of the poor are ſtrictly enjoined to meet 
once a month in the church, to conſider of ſome good 


ing the 


Ceourſe to be taken for ſerting to work all children 


whoſe parents cannot maintain them; and all perſons, , 
married or unmarried, having” no means to maintain - 


15 them, and uſing no ordinary or daily trade; and ſhall 


_ raiſe weekly, or otherwiſe, by contributions on "the - 


VVV N 3 


A 0 


- — 


© Þariſhioners,, a convenient ſtock of flax, hemp, wool, 
top, and other ware and ſtuff, to ſet the poor at 
Work. — And by the 3 . and M. and ꝙ An. no per- 

ſion is to receive relief but by the order of a juſtice, 
and to be regiſtered in books, to be open for a 
mmilling to the inſpection of all pariſhioners. And, 
„ by tmhe- 8 M. every perſon. receiving relief, is to 
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wear a Roman P. with the initial letter of the pariſn, 
of red or blue cloth, on the right ſleeve of tbe 
upper garment. And by the 9 G. every perſon re: ü 
fuſing to be lodged, maintained, and employed in 
the houſe or houſes appointed by the overſeers, ſhall 
be put out of the collection. And the refractory 
are, in certain caſes, to be ſent to the houſe of cor- 
rection, to be whipped and kept to hard labour. 
But all theſe rules and regulations, however -ſpe- Ineficacy , 
ciqous they appear, are, at this day, found, by ex- of theſe | 
perience, to be, merely nugatory, impotent, and in- 
effectual to prevent the ſlothful from compelling the 55 
huoneſt and induſtrious part of the community to 


— 


maintain them in abſolute idleneſss. We 


** 


That ſtatute of Elizabeth is the only one that pro- 
vides employment for the poor; and this ſtill con- 
tinues to be the only law for that purpoſe. But 
the methods preſeribed in this lay, though, no doubt, 
extremely proper for employing the poor of Queen 
Elizabeth's day, cannot be put in practice for em- 
ploying the poor of our day, without incurring an 
evil, infinitely greater than is the idleneſs it was 
meant to prevent. For the means propoſed by 
that ſtatute are, to purchaſe a convenient ſtock of 
flax, hemp, wool, thread, iron, and other ware and 
ſttuff, ,whereon to ſet, the poor at work. And the 
Poor, in our day, Who are to be thus employed 
Iz working up thoſe wares and ſtuff, are many hun- 5 
__ _dred [thouſands of ſettled poor, beſides vagrants 
_ - amounting in the whole to, perhaps, nearly one fifth 
Part of the whole inhabitants of the country; and by = 
far the greater part of theſe is capable af 1 
„ ae der ooated odily 
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Tue ac 
taal mode ſene i is, moſt commonly, for the overſeers to contract 
with ſome one or more perſons, to maintain and 


| bodily. iabvur Aud thei) 
duct his employment of 


ts) 


of firſt purchaſing this quantity of ware and Ruff, 
__ - ſufficient to employ this amazing number of poor; 


next, to put and keep ſo many idle flothfal wretches 
at work thereon; , and afterwards diſpoſe of this 
ware and ſtuff when wrought up, are two, three, 
or four overſeers in each pariſh, ſuch as they have ; 


been deferibed, and who are changed annually. In- 


ſooth, theſe overſcers, however deſerving they may be 95 
of blame in other 5 
ticular, a courſe that is wiſe, honeſt, and beneficia!l 


_of main- 
taining 
9 "__ 


neſs. 13 


reſpects, have taken, in this par- 


to the publick. Whereas, if they were to attempt 
the courſe preſcribed by that ſtatute, the publick 


would be faddled with a yearly additional expence, 

for ware and ſtuff to employ the poor, equal to at 
teaft one half more, and above, the ſum it yearly 
pays for een thoſe rer in nn e ; 


r at © pre- 5 


17 * Aus 1 of maintaining ths: pi i 


clothe all the poor of their pariſh, town, or vill, 


at fo much a head: a practice warranted by the 9 C. 


c. 7. And this contract is commonly ſanctioned by 


article of that expence doth. But this method, of 


1 contracting 
awoidably 


country round, as vagrant beggars. For theſe con- 
| tractors are too wiſe to attempt making any gain, 


by ſetting thoſe flothful wretches to work on ware 


000 ſtuff; and, therefore, make no tene 


for the maintenance of the poor, is un- 
productive of another very great evil, 
Tbat the poor, who are thus paid fie by the pa- 
riſh are let looſe by theſe ee wich whom 
they | ſhare the pariſh allowance, to infeſt the 


cons appointed wo con. 1 


2 


15 


che conſent of the pariſnioners; who thereby come at 
à certain knowledge of their whole yeatly ex pence on 
this particular head; which otherwiſe would lie as 
much at the METCY "of the overſeers, as every other 


tor 


for chil valve in their contracts, And this; by re rea- 
fon of this fundamental erroneous ſyſtem, the publick 
is reduced to the neceſſity of ſubmitting to one very 
great evil, in order to ſhun a greater. For the pariſh | 
Poor, being thus let looſe, lay the publick under a 
ſecond . ee e equal to nearly doubling the 
number of the poor; and thereby the publick becomes 
forther ſubjected to all the pilferings, thievings, and 
neries, of a numerous vagrant poor; to prevent 
. all which is the only rational argument for ſettling 4 
regulee maintenance of the poor, by contribution, 
And thus we Id ſeen the entire proceeding of Obcres- 
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conſtituting a auper, and of maintaining and em- tions on 
pfloying the preſent numerous ſettled poor. And, from the er- 
thence, we os eee the following faQs : That, upon vor of 1 


he pre · 
our preſent Poor Syſtem, every one who is too ſloth- 3 . 


ful to work, or who meets with the ſmalleſt difficulty lem. 
in finding work, has it in his power to throw himſelf 
and his family upon ſome one pariſh. That theſe 
= _ Hhumberleſs paupers, when received upon the pariſh 
gere, through the want of proper means in each 
- ingle pariſh to employ them, maintained in abſolute 
_—_  Idleneſls. That this facility of admiſſion, with the _ Þ 
e ſubſequent idleneſs, is the cauſe that ſuch multitudes 1 
chrow themſelves upon the pariſh. That the preſent, 
mode of maintaining the poor by contract, which, : 1 
|- under the preſent ſyſtem, becomes neceſſary, in order _ 
do ſhun a greater evil, doubles upon the publick the «ot 
number of the poor, and entirely defears the pu 72 
| off maintaining the poor by contribution. And that 
. >. the diſputes about ſettlements of their reſpective poor, 
es 3 the ſeveral: pariſhes, towns, and vills, create 
x 5 very great and unneceſſary addition to the Poor 
Sou, 
There is, beſides theſe ad fats, 2 nas 1 
ef evil conſequences unavoidably flowing therefrom, conſe- - 
Which are felt and perceived 5 every one. I ſhall, Fee 
—_— — 1 the 9 as me of $2 


ü I—r 2 —— 
— l - ww. x — 


e 


e +. is 


< Objegti. 
ons to 


* 
* 


15 ; # "IA : 
N . ; 


x inſt; That, 7 time ERA this bomb is Aae 
under an intolerable burthen of other unavoid- 
. incumbrances, ſhe 1s, by this ſyſtem, further 


charged with a load of many millions yearly, for the 4 5 
unneceſſary purpoſe of maintaining near a fifth Pat Eh 


of her inhabitants in abſolute idleneſs. 


Second, That thereby the country in pve, bf * | : | 


all uſe and benefit from that large proportion of her 
i who otherwiſe e Be: e of: on 5 
dh and advantage to her.. 5 „ 

Third, That the enters 8 * the 1 
preſent ſyſtem to idleneſs, damps the induſtry, and 
corrupts the manners of that part of our labourers Y © 


and artiſans who have not as yet given themſelves uf 


to total idleneſs: : inaſmuch, as no one of theſe needs, 1 


or doth at preſent look for any thing beyond gaining 


a ſettlement in ſome one ee, ,as à proviſion againſt 


rength of which, he drinks | 
and ſpends, Wen Or ſits idle, without care for to- mor- 


Tow, becauſe the pariſh Is bound. to find him and bis 5 


all want: and, upon the 


fam. Bobs 1 +45 


ny * * . 


Fe * That che ſcarcity. of * nd Arete 5 1 
occaſioned by this total idleneſs of the one part, nd 


the partial idleneſs of the other part, doth greatly 


enhance the price of labour, and of Sure the Price of 1 


proviſions and manufactures. 


Fifth, That the preſent mode a. maintaining os 


poor, in wretched idlenels, is a . e e ee 
to population. . 


f (#2 
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"And laſtly, That the ons burden. laid upon- 3 
duſtey, by all theſe evils, will neceſſarily feen 


emigration of our induſtrious inhabitants; with all 


the conſequences attending enn, ont by 
The errors and abſurdities of this en mu . 


from, the preceding view, ſtrongly ſtrike every one; SE : 


5 pes as well as the magnitude of thoſe evils which un- 
52 0 


d. 


avoidably enſue therefrom. And what inference can 
there be more obvious, natural, or juſt, than that a 


ſyſtem, fo "DE" with gs that, are CG 
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* decaſion to frame for maintaining. the poor, 


ot the Monaſteties. 
„ - «his ſtatute was founded upon 4 pirinciple of hu- 


5 


„ 


et ſuch deſtruRtive FIR a 
eu Yet. there is 


ences. o 
danger that ſome who, becauſe 


05 they teap a perſogal benefit from the preſent ſyſtem, 
ma win d continue ix with all its 


evils, rather. than adenit any innoyation. 


the arre 


abs; be yo in all the ſucceedi 
hape never altered the venerable foundation, 
zs poſſible that an argument of this nature, if not 
1 5 may weigh with many well-meaning peo- 


ples who: ſometimes pay; a greater reſpect to the ſha- 
duo of antiquity than ta the ſubſtance of reaſon. It, 
che refdre, beconies neceflary, before we proceed with 


onght to be chasg- 


publick - 
Fo Theſe 
ill Bot fail 4e repreſent; this propoſed: alteration, as 
. aht, idle ſcheme of ſome crack-brained pro- 
decor, to change an old ſtandling fyſtem, that was 
 Yorigitlally founded by the Legiſlature, in one of our 
wiſeſt reigns and which hath been o reſpected by 
» reigns, that they 
And it 


any new propoſal, to defeat this deluſive argument, 


bphyea flight retroſpect te the grounds and motives on 
-;---. high = ſtatute 43 El. was originally founded, and 
” . » Allo to the motives, grounds, and reaſons why it was 
vontinued an fone of the ſucceeding reigns ;- and par- 


7 5 8 Why it bath not been altered in the late and 


{preſent} reign; noryithſtanding the en Ach vie- | 
— cutnſtances required it. 


It bach been ſaid that the, ſaid ſtature 43 El. was 


7 he. Krſt regular ſtatute that the  legiflature had li 


after they 
had been thrown upon the publick, hy the ſuppreſſion 


It hath. e, e Kona faid that 


An hiſto- 


rical re- 
view of 
the pre- 


tem. 


manity; which, dictatetl Gs 20, 30, or 40 old or 1 


the. greateſt number of 


tions and connections, than if they ſhould be 


n temoved from among them. Aud this regulatien 
was likewiſe for 7 — ſame. reafoa perfectix joſt, 


Pim 


with relpect 1 to the en wat bd Tor” that the 
9 © * 
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=. Po tent people (for at la time this vas moſt probably 
„ poor in any one. pariſh). 
would live more ae amidſt their own rela- 
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which had reaped tha bene of n "REY . 
theſe few old or impotent poor ought in core roo 


_  ,bearthe expenſe of their future maintenance. Neither 
doth there appear, under theſe ſaid circumſtances, | 


any one teaſon of prudence ot ſtate Policy that op- 


poſed thoſe dictates of humanity and juſtice; on the 


contrarys” there are many reaſons of prudence to be 


geſted in favour of it. And, (acts: being the then 


71 ſnail number of poor, two, thfee, or four iubſtantial . 


houſeholders in each pariſh, were altogether ſufficient _ 
to manage and © employ - thoſe few old or impotent 
perſons, on working up ware and ſtuff in houſes: and 


likewiſe to manage the funds that were neceſſary to x4 5 " 


maintain them; being probably about a cbuple of 
hundred pounds a year, raiſed in each pariſh, by a 
contribution, at the rate of one penny, and at the 


moſt two-pence in the pound on real eſtates. There- 


fore, this ſtatute was enacted upon theſe principles of 
_ humanity, juſtice, and prudence; merely as a tem 
rary regulation, property had jan then firvation 


of circymſtances. * | Wl, 


But will any one ſulfer biwfelf t to Pot perſuaded 
'thar theſe wiſe legiſlators meant to bind and tie down 
either chemſelves, or their: ſucceſſors, to maintain and 


_ abide by thoſe regulations, in the caſe that the firu- 
1 circumſtances, to which they were adapted. 
had or- ſhould change, in the manner they have done 
C: this day; when thoſe motives of humanity. and Juf- 8 
_ tice have ſo totally ceaſed, that it would puzzle, as it 
often doth, the ingenuity: of our judges and juſtices | 


ation Oo 


to determine where the ſettled abode of the greater 
part of our poor hath been, for forty entire days, in 


any one pariſh, at any period of their lives? Or ee 15 
they have judged it prudent to commit the manage- 


ment and employment of ſo many hundred thouſand 
| ſettled poor, excluſive of our preſent numberleſs 
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vagrant poor, together with the unlimited diſpoſal 
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Ae bare good reaſon to ſuppoſe that the clrcum- | 
> Fances, to which this ſtatute was adapted, did not. ſo 
Ar alter, for along time after, as to demand any al- 
ation of thoſe regulations. But, by the preamble 

el the-13 and 14 C. II. we find that the poor were be- 
- Elqning about that time to change their ſettlement, by 
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going from one pariſh, to another, where the poor 
Verte better provided: and that, on this account, the 
dich ſtatute was enacted to limit and deſeribe their 
1 n e e empower the jultices to remove 
them to the place where they were laſt leoally for. 
Ide ſtatutes of the three ſucceeding ſhort reigns 
denote no great alteration in theſe circumſtances 3 
and, perhaps, no great attention of the legiſlature to 
the buſineſs itſelf: their attention having been too 
much engaged about the diſputed. ſucceſfion of = , 
Crow n, to regard other matters of national concern. 
Bur. in che reign of George the Firſt, we find the 
egillature turning its attention to the alteration. of | 
5 circumſtances that had happened in the Poor Syſtem 4 4 9-8 
Fa ſince the time of Elizabeth; and altering her regula- „„ 
duoons accordingiy. For, by the ſtatute. 9 G. c. 7, it 
was engcked, * That it ſhall be lawful for to or 
doe pariſhes, townſhips, or places, to unite in keep = 
ung, malntaining, and employing the poor of the ſe. 
| veral pariſhes ſo uniting; and to take and have the Af 
Was the ſame ſtatute 9 E. that provided a remedyfor 
. the then ar iſing evil, .of- maintaining the | encreaſing 335 | 15 
Poor under the immediate direction of the overſeer it 
. _ and which remedy might, at that time, be ſufficienr 
for that evil. But che ſubſequent. total inattention 
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|  - fered the number of poor to fo greatly encreaſe, and 
 _ that colluſion betwixt the contraflors and the ſettled = 
©, Poor to pals unnoticed, is the cauſe, that this then 
FE wk ſufficient remedy hath been productive of thoſe evil : 
© conſequences thatſhaye been mentioned. There were 
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- {vi RT” Geistes . by this: 1 
te 9 G. from chat ſaid fundamental ſtatute 43 EMM. 


ant obje&t gradvblly- . 
mMiniſbing and tapeting away to an imperceprä ePeihle 
Þ and at which faid ir peretprible poin — — 
bed for theſe many years! paſt; Is proportion a8 
ie attention ef government deexesſecl, did the 
amount of the poor, and cheir rate, encreuſe, until 
It hath arrtyed to the preſent” intolerable ener mity. 
Thobgh a regard to truth obliges>us to tonfefs, Wat 
is univerſally known, that a moſt unequal proportith 5 
of the Whole e ; from the time of Elizabeth 
ril this preſent rime, "muſt be aſgned to che Prelelt 


we or feigg. Rs 
© And; feeing: thetiidetitioh of governm a ith been ; 
gradually diminiſking, ever finee the g G. was err 


Thus 
ihe conſiderable time paſt to have bee! 


_ Unffidey the greater part of thar ſpace; from the g 6. 
to the preſent time, as à mere virenum, 4 Honh-ex- 
iſtence of government, in ſo far as reſpects out — 
Syſtem. And it has" been, during the fai Ions. 
mat the firvativn 6f circumſtances, regarding "the 
amount of txe poor and their rates, Math changed 1 


ſuch an ènormbus degree from that in the time of 


deen Elizabeth, as to render an entire change of 
Her Ty ſtem indifpenſably neceſſary. of „„ . 5 
It To likewiſe neceffary to Heese abe three 101. fa 


| Jowing 3 juſt obſervations on this ſrarute 9 G. which _ 


thus a Pert to carry the laſt marks of may ENS © | 
bs by government to this poor buſineſs. 4 


= Fir. that this ſaid ſtatute commences: anch ats oY wy 
5 Mp | Hoot z very Wportint. alteration of the pariſh poor 
© regulations in the 43 E and in effect repeais That 
180 ** of the 13 and 14 C. II. en Tubdi\ 
hes! into Werbe ane is 


iges pa 1 


Second, char chis 9 C. elbe Bev en or t 
Kid Sn * * e yeats-ago ic 75 
| 5 * l 0 


But eber fliice the 9 C. we find” the" attentſon Uf 
15 Levernwent to- this impo 


en totally with = 1 
Arawn from this weighty national coneefn, we are to 


; a thieves, 4. Leſs Common n will | 
„ Aach za Far fuel. And 5. The Poa Fr fe | 
Os bare gets . 79 860 1 10 Oe tr apiigc RN . 


9 Ws ng "the Eregn | 
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"keel. 


0 5 which time 1 amount of the 3 their. rates 
/ Wy moſt probably, not abaye 3 fqurih part of what 
| th 12 at preſent. - 
| [ third, that eve 


r knee che 9 Tg rc 


1 8 paid no ene the. Par Syſtems and that 


iz is owing to this. negleck of government, that the. 
 _ toral. cha 115 ge of Queen, Elizabeth's lem becomes 
no indilpenlably deceffäry. 
Il! be judicious Mr. Born, in bis Juſtice, remark» 
- the ee which 5 had, from experience, 
oblerved to enſue from this ſtatute 9 C. 'through h the 
TN 3 1 oy 4 oY | the bu le p 8 
gulation of t 2. and the repealing that ſu 
5 sc e the 13 and LA 11 conc udes 
With propoſing, that the $5 . 5 hep order ſuch 
r of pariſhes or rawnſhips to be united or 


18 e maintaining. and employing their © 
poor, 0 92 0 be thou 85 
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INES. fallowing advantages, as naturally te- 

_ wwling tf 186 55 propoſal : ** x. Suppoſe: ten town- 

; 5 19uld. be laid Meer, Juſt nine parts in ten 
of. the i about 


e 1 ſeparate families, as is 1 hor done, 
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ue MER than 1 5 at the ed limits that * 
undetermined expediency will admit. And how far 
e may e vill appear from the . 
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But it is neceſſary to n firſt! Alt Ahe 
the time Mr. Burn publiſhed theſe his obſervations 


1 and propoſal, the amount of our poor, and their 


rates, have greatly encreaſed. And, ſecond, that the 
advantages propoſed. by Mr. Burn are all of the ne- 
_ gative kind, to render the poor leſs burdenſome and 
noxious. 


| The ex Whereas FO aimed by the preſent propoſal to ren- 1 5 


5 . of der both the ſettled and vagrant poor, not 77 


poſal to | 
5 7110 ſome and noxious at all. Nay, to render them, that 


| the Poor, which nature intended they ſhould be, vſeful and be- 


”” Jeſs burthenſome and noxious, but nothing burthen-⸗ 


(ge 1 neficial to themſelves, and thereby, to the commu- 5 
Te 4 nity, of which they form a part. And it is more- 
over meant to comprehend, in this naturally rational 


And the propoſal, all thoſe unfortunate beings who, many of. 1 
idle of all them from mere diſtreſs, occaſioned by the want of _ 
employ, and others through the before recited negle&t 


deſeri p- 


and knavery in our police, infeſt the publick with their 
depredations and thereby bring their lives to an end, 


that is not more diſgraceful to themſelves, than! it is =. ö 
that publick and their government. Nay, it is like- 


piſe propoſed to hereby open the gates of humanity, : 


for receiving numbers of the other ſex, who, at pre. 


| ſent, are excluded from all the benefits of ſociety, "x 


for no other reaſon than becauſe nature did not in- _ 
fpſe into them the firm virtue of angels; and who, 
being thus rejected b ſociety, reck not What they do. 
r Aſſuregly, this gell ign is far from being chimeri- 3 
ticability cal, or impracticable. a Nature never formed any man 
1 chief, nor yet a beggar, unleſs ſhe made bim a 
cripple: neither was apy woman ever born a profti- 


tute. It is circumſtances: 5 "to birth that 
wakes them thieves,” begga 
Wes p 
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falls. entirely wich the power of "Th ecmminity, to 

Aireck it either to a good or a bad purpoſe. We find 

it eaſy to break horſes, and even aſſes, to whatever 
2 ſe we mean to apply them. Is man in his na- 1 
+ ture leſs tractable and docile! than an aſs? In —_ x 
Practice, it is true, we find it ſo. The reaſon is ob- 1 
vVious. The maſter of thoſe animals, having power 
> over them, makes uſe of that power to break them 
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to his will; whereas, the community, or its delegates, 1 

_ - holding exactiy the ſame power over every indivi- i 
dual of their community, as the maſter holds over Ro 5 
his animals, does not take the trouble to exert that WM 


2 . 
SSD 
— D — 


power in breaking or breeding thoſe individuals to 
_ _ © _ good and uſeful purpoſes. It is, moreover, evident, 
_ _ _ that, as the animals will not labour of themſelves, 
but will, in caſe their maſter ſhall not find them em- 
ploy, und likewiſe put them to it, lie idle, and be- 
come a noxious. burthen to him; ſo will certain in- 
dividuals act exactly the ſame part, if the power of _. ms 
e community ſhall not be exerted to firſt find them 1 
* , ſome good and uſeful employ, and afterwards to take | 
We . bie of putting them to work on it. 1 
Therefore, according to the laws of nature nd _ | 
reaſon, the only thing that is wanted to render that | 
Pet of the community, which is at preſent uſeleſs 
as the drone, or fell as the tyger and hyæna, uſeful - 
and beneficial to ſociety is, that the community: ſhall- 
| firſt find out ſome uſeful employ, and afterwards take 
the trouble to put them to Work on it. 
And, for the truth of this poſition, I appeal to the The ha- 
e | knowledge and conviction of every one. For who fi 
is he that hath not heard the luſty. beggar, When 
vpbraided with his idleneſs, make this his pathetick 
moan: * Alas, Sir, I would be glad to work, but I 
can find none; God help me, what can I do; Il muſt. 1 we 
either beg or ſtarve P—And he ſpoke r 1 
as ſtarving is -a death at Which nature revolts, he - 1 
ſtole, to ſave kim from ſtarving, and he was hanged _— 36 
tt n Or _ is the that hath muy” _ 3 
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bois if FUR AO "OY art oO; moll bel ahnt! eve 
9 beaftly, loathſame, and dio flavery | pros" 1 
tuation, merely becauſe they are encluded from-any. 
bther poſſible means of ſupporting life? What e- 
= .. dium or Alternative hath either of theſe, berwing. 
8 1 1 and practiſing theſe pernicious and deteſtables 
. modes of fubſiſting ? no ono but that of putting ag 
end to their wretched exiſtence by their own hands... 
1 dreadful ORE: RO: OE of len 400 
race... . . 
What eee as not to feel on conſidering 
the horrid: ſituation of fuch a large part of his fellow-. 
_ citizens; and, on froling, not to: for the. power 


1 45 


= - of relieving them? 

Not as. _ is oi om the week! 106 1 EY 65 "EEO 

Wo eult. ing that 1 Fs ne danger to this my.. propoſal, 
$ 5 F feeling are large ingredients in the 


# „ of the Engliſh people. I alone dread 

. 8 rhe want of exertion and enterpriſe; Which, _ 5 
garding difficulty through the deceitful -vapoyr: 
of long habituated bare indolenee, ſees it in the: - 
\- + »_ dreadful form of a chimera, on of a lion in the way. 
And yet F entertaio hope that, When this ſame 
dreaded monſter ſnall be brought ſo. near, as that it 
may be viewed in its true and real form, the pungent 
ſtimulum of preſent hard national neceſſity, with, the 
2 ty of hope, and the pity-maving voice of „ 
hhumanity, will, IPs their united. . irit d 1 
to encounter it. 0 . 

For, affyredly, the. difficailty 40 this CS 

pa great it may appear at a, diſtance, will be 

found but trifling in the execution,” provided: we 

_ ſhall but ance bring ourſelves to the reſalution of ſet». 

ting about it; and ſhall begin properly, by — 
„ for à ſolid foundation; proceeding! af - 
tar wards 99 8 n 4. ” 1 N 


. Example tore. 1 
n the Au- 
ſttrian Ne. 

therland- nc 
ers. 25 


* 3's 


| _ | 


* 


_. a.livel 


1% 


e 1 at, of gur neighbeuts. the N 
— Novberlangerys who lately undertook, in defiance f 


manꝝ powerful dilcouragements,* ro reform abuſes of 
the like nature is their. country; and, in defiance of 


apparently e Jiffieulties and obſtacles, 6. 0 


fectually accomp liſhed that reform. 


they had not had any ſovereign government at all. 
1 couarry. is in a manner gyerſtocked with inha-, 
bitants, as may be perceived by a flight glance at it, 
and at the many great cities ſtanding ſq near to each 


other. They have no. foreign commerce, nor navi- ES 


._ uk Neither have they; any ſort of manufacture 
r exportation; worth the mentioning, unleſs. it be 
linen; and the greater part of chat is fabricated by. 
dhe laue hands as. cultivate the lands. And He 


11 itſelf could nat find qut means of em 11 "ON 
t 


A begs of hands on agriculture ; becau 


hole country . already in ſuch a ſtate of cultivation, b 
** ſcarce an acre of waſte land is an 1 Be to be 


- teeny. hilſt ee of the poor inhabitants earn 


ahbundance of be 
this mentioned reform was made, they were ſo ex> 


cCeceding numerous, chat a ſtranger. or a rich inha- 


bitant coyld not ſtir. abrqad without, being ſurrounded 
by ſome hundreds of them, who, were but badly lar. 


tizſiecl wich a crown given amongſt ſo. many. of them. 


And, Mbere begging was ſo common, thieving could. | 


nar, he wanting. here the diſeals wrought its cure. 


3 4 0 upknown individual publiſhed, ſame years, 
age, 4 rational lan for reforg 11 
. * 08 ee. and 


virtue wad vie. 
be, feadjocls and 


firmneſs 


For theſe 1 Netherlanders were as . 
biete unſupported ia this undertaking, by any aid 8 


1 
flam their feli diſtant German gavernment, as if ==] 28 


9 0 abuſes: == 
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| y picking up every thing that can ſerve The di. 
fox manure. In a country thus circumſtanced, where: whore 2B 
ng. ſettled provilion was. Made far the poor, it wag and ort 
excuſable; nay, one would naturally expect to find chef, a 

25 1 gars. And, 1 ced⸗ ever until ation. © 
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aw to ders execute it, In dba * m 
theſe difficulties and diſcouragements that have been 
| mentioned. Such of the meaſures they uſed herein, 
 _ as may appear adapted to our circumſtances, ſhalt be 
/. _ " noticed as occaſion offers in the n 


Our f- Now, upon viewing our caſe in its very net 


ation bet- colours, we can ſcarcely perceive one of thoſe diffi 


g | rhe. culties or diſcouragements_ which the Netherlanders 


had to encounter. For, on the one hand, wwe may 
expect every neceſſary aid from the ſupreme legiſla- 
tive government, ſeeing the people themſelves Hold 


| | Many ſuch 'a weighty voice therein. And, on the other 


| moans of hand, we abound in the means or ſubject for uſefully . als 
. employ- WE 5 


4%, 


ing our employing, not only the Whole of our own 1 in ce 
Tring  tagts, but a great addition beſides. Ty 
Indeed, this opinion, that we could vſefully em- 
plwoy an addition of inhabitants, ſeems to be uni- 
verſally received and admitted amongſt us: ſeeing it 


n 


Is common to flatter ourſelves with the hopes of great 


national advantage, from every proſpect of any fuch 
_ acceſſion from abroad, A ſtnking inſtance this of | ET 
the pliant verſatility” of human reaſon ; which can 1 55 i 
3 pleafingly adapt itſelf to the moſt palpable *contra- 
dictians. For the very ſame breath that thus wiſhes 
For an acceſſion of foreign inhabitants, bitterly com- 
1 po of the ſuperabundance of our own idle and 
bdurdenſome poor: and they are idle and burdenſome, © - 5 
 _ becavſe they are not employed. Now, if the reaſon Oo 
why we do not employ our poor actually is, that | 
we have no field or ſubject whereon to employ. them 
uſefully, it is plain that, in ſuch circumſtances, any . 
further acceſſion of inhabitants muſt only create an 
addition of weight to that burden, which we already 
fel too weighty. And if, on the other hand, we 
can uſefully employ an acceſſion of new inhabitants, 
| ep reaſon can we 'affign for not employing about a4 
fifth part of our preſent inhabitants? There is but one 
355 Werl of reconciling this univerſal opinion to dür 
Pfractice, by roles * theſe new inhabitants are t of 
TT ITY RD | gl 5 "Come | 
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ER bis ; canta wes certain members, pow 
culties, that are wanting to our own preſent unem- 
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rs, or fa- 


ployed poor. But, upon a proper ſyſtem of national 


enterpriſe, this contradiction betwixt our reaſon, and 


* 
Ys 


our practice would' be reconciled. Becauſe, in trutb, "5 4 4 1 
wee are poſſeſſed of ſufficient field or ſubject to _uſe- MF 
fully employ both the whole of our own kei 


' inhabjeants and a great acceſſion from abroad. ' 

For we have an ave foreign commerce, in arti- Naviga. a 
cles moſtly manufactured by ourſelves: which, wich tion 24 
our navigation, might be greatly extended, ſo as 6 mere | 
_ ulefully employ a "much greater number of hands 
1 thoſe manufactures ſhould be relieved fr om 
the preſent oppreſſion of poor's rates, and the high. 
BE of labour and proviſions. A relief and reduc- 
tion that muſt naturally and infallibly enſue, from 
our properly applying the means in our en, for 
_ uſetully employing the poor. 

And the ſeas on our coaſts. teeming. ch, fith, fo iner. 
moch wanted for foreign markets, as well as for our 
own conſumpt, furniſh an ample field for vſefully 
| Re a multitude of 0 . 5 

Theſe, however, do not furniſh a ſubject ſulfi⸗ „ 
ciently ready for commeneing or ſetting on foot this means. 
undertaking, of immediately putting our poor to 
work. They can only come in as the flow and "EY 
dual, though not the leſs ſure and profitable means, 
of furniſhing, employ to a future acceſſion of inha- 
bitants, by an epcreaſed population; which, parti- 
cularly of the labouring claſs, would naturally and 
. Infallibly, follow, in conſequence of changing the 
ſtate and condition of our poor, in the manner and 
by the means to be hereafter mentioned. 

But neither doth this country ſtand in want of "Y 
ſubject or field, properly qualified and adapted in 
every reſpe& to ie 97 20 of immediately putting 
ek oor to work; which was altogether wanting to 
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= vale” 
ade. Acial vie. But, thoſe which lie in ene very identical = 


_ -  - - - ion thereof is left by the community to ene . 


+ "the. private owners 3 who ate too much immerſed in, 


. 1 #6 expenſe that is required for the improyv- 
ultingeing waſte land: and which, therefore, 


. t 


: wy 3 


 __ +* here muſt be termed the publick, that this unger. 


taking, to improve thoſe Waſte lands, is neither im- 


N e, if a ſenſible Chineſe ſhould h 


With inhabitants, in proportion ig the ſu; 
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5 Kt. 4s 1 . 
_ is ohn bey from Wende would infer 
that every mountain in England was cut ddt in ban- 

A uets, as in China, und Coltivated to advantage; 
cat the moſt barten hills were converted to ſore uſe; 
avid that the rivers and watets were covered with in- 

8 who earned a livelihood - 'on that element, 
as ih his country : he would pity the Engliſh for 
Wals 4 ſufficiency of Toll, proportioned to the 
__autnber of inhabitants; and he Would blame their 
= for” ſuffering: thoſe uſeleſs pobt to rear their but- 

_ denſome progeny.” But how would: he be amazed to 
Hear aftev-all-this, that above two fifth parts of the 

land inhabited by theſe eople 17 waſte and "0; 
_ unealtiveced, in a ſtate of ona oe 1 
But, inorder to more cloſely evince che pritcabilith No argu- 
und advantage- of improving thoſe waſte lands, we ment 
maß here Rare thoſe reafons or arguments, which are Brin it» = | 
e only ones admiffible, Why sthe inhabitants of auß 

_ <ountry thould, or vught 05 leave any part of the 
furfaee thwrevf wile and uncultivated + and ſhall, ** 
 chefeby; take becaſidn to how. that no one: reaſonable R601 20h bs of 
argument orobſtacke exiſts againſt the improving out 

Waſte lands; but that, on the contraty, reaſon, as well © | [i 

wv national neceſſity: and utility, - calls aloud on de „ 
1 blick to undertake this improvement. "Aol 

The feſt rational caule-why' the ace of a Sufficient. 
rountry ſhould leave a ny part of it waſte is, the want ſtrengtb 
A e e eee ir.” or ih reason does ei band. 
not exiſt hefe, becauſe, beſides a multitude of able 
boddiied Settled Poor, we have numberleſs ſturdy va- 

Brant beggars, with many other idle Pape, who, for | 
Want of uſeful employ, turn thieves.” 
The ſecond rational argument. nſt MOVANERY The pro- 
. that the fands already cuftivated fürniſn every thing duce of = 
that can be produced by the earth, for either the and 5 
eceflity or convenience of the inhabitants. But nei: 
©. doth-this reaſon exiſt here, becauſe, beſides corn, 
df Which we have frequently of late been obliged" to 
C great from our NO e are 
4% : 5 in, 
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\ Certain Cena Fn 8 of 8 we Eee in 


rperual want; and which we are obliged to purchaſe 
= abroad; not by an exchange of commodities 
1 or even manufactured, in our own country, 

ut with hard mony. For inſtance, flax and hemp: 
the laſt of which articles is ſo indiſpenſably neceſſary 
to us, chat neither our trade and navigation, nor oùr 
naval defenſe, can exiſt without an annual ſupply of 
it: and yet, becauſe we do not cultivate it ourlelves, 
we do not only thus pay away a part of our. wealth, 
but ſubject the very ſources of all our wealth tothe 
power, will, or caprice of other ſtates. And, of this 


one ſo indiſpenſibly neceſſary article, ſuch is our 25 
conſumption, that it would employ nearly our whole 
number ot poor, to cultivate and dreſs a ſufficient 
auuantity of it: che proceſs thereof being adapted to Ts 
.*.- their different ſtrength, ſex, and age. But, beſides 
Corn, flax, and hemp, there are certain other pror 
ductions of agriculture, ſuited to our foiland climate, | 
EE Which we are obliged to buy from our neighbours, 
The wale The third reaſon for letting lands lie waſte. is, 
lands pro- that they are incapable of a profitable cultivation. 
ee, Bug: whatever weight this argument may have with 
. indolence, it can in our caſe bear none with e 
There is no ſoil on this globe, provided it is in a to- 


lerable climate, as our's is, that cannot by labour and 


eexpenſe be made to produce. We daily ſee indivi- 
dauals, from motives of neceflity, or convenience, 
coavert the ſteep. ſides of a barred rock into a fruitful 


garden; and they find their account in it. But the 


lurface here propoſed to be cultivated, is not a barren 
rock: it is, in reſpect of both ſoil and climate, ſupe- . of 
_.. rior to thoſe lands which actually do produce that 
- , hemp and flax, which we purchaſe. from the barbarovs 
but more induſtrious Ruſſians, © Indeed, a great part 


of thele. lands, which lie thus uncultiyated, differ 


but little in ſoil from thoſe that are already cultivated. 


Por I preſume the greater part of the ſurface of this 


: iſland o was N Se * heath and fearn, or 


wood. 


"8 


ICS. 
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0" Yer 1 Buben MY brought above thive | 
fits of it to: the preſent flouriſhing ſtate of culti- 
vation. If they had ſupinely ſat Fi diſcouraged 
_ _-  bythedifficultyof da in a waſte ſurface, we, 8 
ons wine at his day bie een feeding on acorns, 
15 55 = andhaws.” If we ſhall ſay that neceſſity forced 
©: | themrothis difficult undertaking, we cannot ſurely ſay = 
- thay, we-are at preſent above that motive. Or, if we 
- ſhould:alledge chat they took advantage in the choice 
of eee that difference is more than made p 
to us, by the improvements made, ſince their time, 
in the ſcience of agriculture, and the tools and im- 
plements thereof; not to mention the encreaſe of 
national opulence. | In fine, the only difference here, 
betwirt our caſe and that of our fathers is, that we 
are more refined, and leſs induſtrious than they were. 
And if ſo, we had been better without our boaſted 
8 and improvements of human nature, which 
thus render us leſs uſeful to ourſelves. For, if we 
|, alt proceed at this rate of refinement, we muſt in a 
1 . little time be obliged to purchaſe all our corn, as well N 
as our hemp and 1 from the barbarous Ruſſians. 

8 If we mould wiſh to know the true cauſe why Reaſons 
1 > lands happen to have been left thus unculti- * 
__ __ - vated, weſhall find it, by looking for the time when, and, 

Aud manner how, freſh cultivation came to firſt de- Walte. 
W _ creaſe, and at laſt to totally ceaſe, im this count. 
And thereby we ſhall diſcover that this decreaſe com- 
menced towards the middle of Queen Elizabeth's. 
_ reign; being the very time when foreign commerce 
| began to be greatly extended here, For this com- 
merce, having brought great wealth amongſt the 
micddling claſs of people, they began to vie in ex- 
pence with the great Landholders; and theſe, in or- 
der to preſerve their accuſtomed ſuperiority, launched 
out in expenſe, to the utmoſt extent of their income: 
whereby they put it out of their power to furniſh the 
expence of improving waſte lands. And, therefore, 
"ny * 3 to * 155 cultivated from „ 
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Hud in the reign of James the firſt, towards the: be- 
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us Captain Pouch,  ro:def 


yi and put a ſtop co 


' thi mord oPiiclSRitte f eh they e age 


"tended ne gobd to them, as in truch it did 


Wonted employ: In proportion as: wealth int feaſetl 


y foreign mares, ſo did che cultivation of ne- 


ing hereof, he people riſing in arms, ditder the : 


» the ſtopping = cultivation the poor lo their 


net Ktting bounds! 0 ; ds: r ee e 55 js 
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i arrived at the pfeſent 
 Wofiders it 38 6 piece of folly and mad: 


Dy laying od a ſingle ſhilling'of it on hermetic 
waſte lands; whereof poſterity is to rbap the only 


tenänts; if they chuſe to do it at their oun expenct ; 


aid they hive ſtill lefs means and leſs intereſt, and 
therefore leſs inchnation thereto than the landidrds, 3's 
And, if we leck for the cauſes of the like: decreaſe tin _ 
RO 5 eder euere, we ſhall find them to be the ſame as 
5 2 aſſigned here: But, from what hath: been ſaid; we 


draw the two fallowihg” certain conclufions: 


ik That theſe lands have nor been left thus waſte, 
bon account of their being incapable of cultivation 3 
HpBut merely beemiſe the cultiustion ehe 


den left entirety to the will of the private 


th 


|  publick in this undertaking ;- ſeeing a very ſmall' con- . 
0 Ti Hderation yu 6 2 * 2 * be of 


greater | 


gent. And at this paſs it hath Rtbod for pre hog 
1 This freſh cultivation is now left to the 


paſs, that eack Laridhblder 
eis, do dehy 35 
AKimſelf the preſent enjoy ment of his uttmoſt eee 8 
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they have, through! extravaganee and diſſipation, pat Te 
This cultivation altogether our of rheir power. Se- 
_ = Tond, That unleſs che community (hallyiofelf under. 
__ © take the cultivation of thoſe” waſte Jands; by fore 
„ ſpirited enterpriſe as is here propoſtd, 
remain in tlie ſame ſtate, uſeleſs and loſt to che public, + 
Ib long as the world ſtands. And ſurely thedelicacy 
bor regard to private property can be no obſtavie-rothe 


ey will 
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| Bot we want none of thoſe means. Our great im- and ſei- 


ure, render it more eaſy for us, than for anypeo- ture. 


i preſent for no other purpoſe but Naughter, would 


à yariety of accounts, and inconceivably leſs inviting 


. — 
A 
112 * * 


A 4 7 WT 5 op 
greater * to ATI than their FP property „ 
thoſe - waſte lands, which yield them man 0 
vg! is next to nothing. 1 


The only remaining dal for not olg eit . Wepoſtſs 
lands, is, a want of means or funds to accompliſh it. che tels 
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royements in mechanicks, and in the ſcience of agri-"apricul- 
Ple on earth, to break in waſte lands. And with re- 
Sinn to animals of labour for this purpoſe,. we have 
_ abundance of them ready prepared, and which will 
colt the publick nothing, either for the providing or Animals I 
Maintaining them. For the bullocks, which we fear labour. 9 


ſerve equally well for the breaking in waſte lands as 
| horſes: | the. keep of thoſe bullocks, when at work, _ 
would coſt little or nothing more than when idle: and * 2 
after they have become unfit for labour, they are of 
_ Equal uſe and value for the knife, as if they had ne- 
ver been wrought. Indeed, the uſe of theſe animals 
for the purpoſes of agriculture, hath often been re- 
commended by ſenſible writers, as a great advantage 
to the publick. And theſe were the animals, with 
which our fathers broke in their dared ng, Fe ; 
to clumſey ill-contrived tools. 1 
The want of pecuniary funds, or means to deer A ready 
ie expence'of this undertaking, can never exiſt, as money | 
an obſtacle-thereto, with a people who have never fund 
a any expenſe, however great, provided the 
ſubject thereof carried the appearance of future na- 
tional benefit. In proof of this, we might inſtance the 
amazing expenſe, of both money and attention, be- 
ſtowed on breaking in and improving waſte lands in 
3 which were far more difficult to undertake on 


in the proſpect of return, with regard either to tbe 
value, or certainty thereof. And, at home, we might 
inſtance Ramſgate Pier, and Milford Haven fortreſs; 
with a rarſety of other ape undertakings, which 
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| | © undertaking, in even its commencement, hi 
Du far the moſt expenſive part, is already provided — | 

- and ready to apply; without coming upon either the 
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 . ..  cerns of the poor, in their reſpective pariſhes, towns, 
de vills,, And whether that may amount in the 
Whole to four, or. five. millions yearly is not, here, 
JJ TT oo on 8 
The ſame reaſon prevents our knowing exactly the Preſent 1 
mager in which, che whole of this ſum is expended, 2pplicatt BY 
eis oyerſeens, in their reſpeckiye pariſhes, c. f bf 
ie particular heads and- articles, under which the W 
pat heregt is accounted for, But neither 
is requiſite, here, for any other purpoſe, than as 
f ige enable us to diftiaguiſh, and ſeparate, that 
dae Partotthe whole, which is expended on the ac- 
mal maintenance or ſubſiſtence of the poor, from the 
© other part that is expended otherwiſe, or on contin» 
_  " gencies, However, we are enabled to form ſome 
 Tealonable conjecture at the amount of this contingent _ 
head; and that will here ſuffice, The firſt. article of 
| contingencies, .conhilts of the expenſe incurred, by re- 
| . moving and litigating the ſettlement of the numerous 
| _ pgor, berwirt all che different pariſhes, towns, and 
'| . yillsw England and Wales. The nature and man- 
nher of that proceſs hath been already. deſeribed; and 
be expenſe thereof will, from that true deſcription, 
appear to be exceeding great; yet will that appear- 
|  - ance, however great it may be, fall much ſhort, of 
ie truth, whenever that ſhall be aſcertained, . The 
Other article of contingencies we ſhall term miſcella- 
'| neous; as compriſing a variety of expenſes incurred 
by the. erroneous nature of our, preſent poor ſyſtem, 
pp the ignorance, the neglect, and ſundry other mil- 
applications of our preſent overſeers, in their ſeveral = 
Pwiſhes, Sec. All over England and Wales, To offer 
ay rational conjefture at the amount of this miſcel- 
laneous article would damn the credit of the con- 
jJjectuter. However, we ſhall riſk but little, by eſti- 
- mating theſe two. Liga and miſcellawors articles 
of contingent expence, added together, at one half 
| Part of the whole ſum that is collected yearly for 
Poor raics, in England and Wales: and, we ſhall, of | - x 


1 


> Hh 


05 > he poor to Work, above or exceeding that ordinary 1 
= it pays at preſent for ſubſiſting them in idle- 


9 * 


| - ih the oikier EI N ph ever 
amount thereof, to the really or 1 e 
| Expenſe, of OR. ad ſubſiſting” che Preece 
ſettled poor. 

From What hath" been mud theſe es W 
-- realbiiably follow. Firſt, That All theſe contingent ex. 


penſes, being perfeckl) unneceffary to the accu! by 5 


2 maintenance or ' ſubſiſtence of the poor, may and 
| ought to be aboliſhed by altering that ſyſtem of 


1 x ment which cauſes them. Second, That PF 
Es, liti Io 


tion of this vhnecelſary contingent Expenſe 


will create a new fund to the public; out of the = 


_—_— ariſing thereby,” from the preſent total 90 00 
of the poor's rates. © 58 ws 
And this ſaid newly wrevied Finn" 18 that ieh 18 
| hers propoſed to anſwer all ſuch new and extraordinary 
expenſe, as may be cauſed to the publick by putting 


nels; ;; and of whatever articles this propoſed new Ex- 

>enſe ſhall conſiſt. And, in order to evince this, . i 

all preſent, not an eſtimate, but a ſlight ſketch or 
view, of the ſeveral articles of expenſe," requilite to 
this propoſed undertaking of putting the poor to work. 

The firſt. of theſe articles is, animals of labour: 
wif a heavy article this is to the beginning diner, 
who is obliged to purchaſe horſes for that purpoſe: 
and ſo it would be, on the ſame terms, to the publick; 
as likewiſe difficult. to be procured. But as it ab. 15 
pears that bullocks are equally proper for this wofk 
as horſes, by fome thought preferable, and that thele 
bullocks, being ready provided in great plenty, will, 
after being wrought, completely reimburſe the . 
lick for N firſt coſt; there can be neither expenſe, 
difficulty, nor delay: on this head. We have our idle 
bullocks ready at once to put to work With our idle © 
. PSs without colt for either 

The ſecond artiole is, implements and Fe af wk 
ture. 15 "ns as ticks are a a of * 9 and 

N | * 


1. 


1 
625 


, 4 N | >.> + 


en PS ' 
1 "hi 1 * . NJ 


2 A 
0 
* 


1 


IN DE edily. provided, 
2 to the publick. 
The third is, 6 1 fo FR labour- 
Me ag poor; and theſe muſt be had for them at the ex- 

penſe of the publick, whether they labour or not: 

though here it may be mentioned, that it might be 
e D to form them of and Ember, for the pur- 
Pi pol e of , 128 che Poor to e e ſcene of 
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Will occaſion, over and above the allowance they re- 
1 preſent 1 in idleneſs; and which preſent. allow- 
ance it is propoſed to double on their being put to 
Work: that is, if -five-pence a day is at preſent allowed 
Ts0b0 an able pauper, then to pay him ten pence when 
. at work; and that will ſatisfy, and maintain them, 
2 they will have no houſe- rent to pay while 
1 Eee for che publick. Now, ſuppoſing one half 
ſhould be put to Work on agri- 


_ of che ſettled poor ; 
Culture, that addition of their allowance would, at 


1 xeedily with "ptr, Hig 
There will alſo appear benin Glanze "Ih . 
in the ſeveral diviſions, employed on. this. under 


. "Wh, owing 


"bs 3/ but neither is this an object. 
The heavieſt article is the pay of the Aeg 


Poor. For it is propoſed to pay them juſt wages for 
= labour, to the end that they may maintain 
themſelves; both becauſe the maintaining them by 


contract ſubjects the publick as well as them to many 


Ws impoſitions and 1 inconveniences; and alſo, becauſe the 
\, Paying them juſt wages, in proportionable value to 
dame labour of each, will be productive of advantage 

EY that will appear in its place. At preſent we are 
providing a fund for anſwering this addition of ex- 


penſe, which the paying wages to the labouting poor 


| this cate, eneteaſe the amount of the preſent neceſſary 


expenſe of ſubliſting-the whole ſettled poor, juſt one 
guter and, 20 3 0 this addition, would reguire 
2 5 zuſt one half of that newly. ſaved contingent. fund, 
en our eſtimate ay Juſt; md, in that caſe, 
FF e 
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"che lands. return themſelves 
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15 FI would, öfter this,” Kill remain one half 4 r 
. fund unapplied. a r 


Nevertheleſs, it waxters/linle whether that eſtimate - | 


- is exactly right or not; becauſe the preſent calcula» 


Nee tion is made, merely for the - ſake, of obviating any = 
 ..._ objections that may: be made on the account of eK. 
penſe; by mowing that there will be 2 Sreat furt; 


;  cieacy of funds, from the ſaving of thoſe: contingent 55 
expenſes which can be eafily and effectually donc, 
_ added to the preſent neceſſary. allowance for ſubſiſting 55 


the poor and, together comprebending the preſeſ t 
total amount of the Poor Rates, to anſwerevery _ —— 


niary expenſe of this propoſed: undertaking; Wich! 


out calling upon the publick for any additional aid 


thereto, either in money or credit. And it is the . 


1 full ſufficiency of that ready prepared poor fund, wg 


* vhich encourages a hope of the publick's being 
prevailed on to e this enterpriſe; to which 


there might, otherwiſe, have been great objections, OE . 
in the preſent diſtreſſed ſituation of the national 


89 The. poſſeſſion: of ſuch a ready prepared - 15 


fund for this Purpoſe, is an advantage, and/\conſe- 
quently an encouragement to that undertaking, 
which no one ſtate heſides England poſſeſſes. 'She 5 


Will, therefore, ſand pow, and unrivaled in this þ 
_ enterpriſe.. Indeed, the Gruation of England, in this 
reſpect, is like to that of an ene eg under. 


taking to work a large arable farm, who is already 


e, ee with the heavieſt articles of ſtock, ane 
with, plent 1 of ready money to purchaſe What be 
E 


: wants beſi 


8, to pay his labourers, and to defray 


every. expenſe: whereas the Hs eas ſtares are 


in perfect want of all theſe things.” 3 
Now, ag the preſent aim is 20 Sek on the pub> 
lick to engage in this beteficia,/ undertaking of cul- 

- tivation, for which it is thus completely provided in 
every reſpect, poſſibly that object may appear in a 
more advantageous light, if placed in à contrafted | 
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„ thouſand pa 
Vill, to another, ſome of them 'three times . 


356 'F 


to ws in we tans nl an individual cas of an 
_ -extenſive eſtate in land, conſulting with a friend on 
the preſent deranged: ſtate” of his finances; and in 


| 1 8 ler relating to this poor concern. An account 
. produced under the title of, Account Expenditure | 


„ pork collected for Poor Rates, in the Year 1782, 
under the following Articles, —Itetn. To temoving 
upers from one pariſh, gt 01 


| hundred thouſknd miles, at . . per ou is my 
thouſand Pounds. Item. To ige the 1 ak oe. 
tlement of ...*. thouſand paupers, at the 19 
ſieſſions, and in the court of King's-Bench, with over- 


dees expences attending thereon, attorney's, agents, 


Kc. bills, fees, &c. is . hundred: thouſand pounds. 
Item. To ſundry miſcellaneous e ces in the ma- 
Fon nagement of the poor's concerns, With overſeers 
ae perquiſites for trouble and attendance, &c. 


in thouſand pariſhes, towns, and vills, is 
9 1 hundred Thouſand pounds. Carried out altogether 
„ „„ Item. To can paid contractors for 
maintaining... hundred thoufand paupers in 
thouſand pariſhes, ben ng and vills, at . pence > 


a head: Carried out . millions. Sum total 


four or five millions ee an extraordinary reck 


oning would, no doubt, aſtoniſh the friend; he 
would queſtion the ſquire as to the propriety or ne- 
ceſſity of expending thoſe millions on this affair of 


removing ſo many paupers from one farm to another; 


on diſputing, at ſuch an enormous charge, whether 
they ſhould live, ar his expence, on this farm or on 
_ that; and on theſe fooliſh, ignorant, and knaviſh 
charges of ſo many thouſand overſeers, He would 
| Iikewife'enquire into the meaning of that other 5 
arxtiele, of millions paid to contraftors, for ſub- 
fiſting ſo many hundred thouſand fouls at his coſt, in 
abſolute idleneſs; befides about one million more 
extorted = ſtole by Vagrant” beggars 3 all of 
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TE * FOG FIRE in en idle, we bs „ 
the greater part of them are capable of ſtrong labour, 
join themſelves with other idle perſons to rob, plun- 
der, and cut the throats of the honeſt, induſtrious | 1 
tenants; who are, otherwiſe, 10 grievouſly racked in 
their; rents, that they can ſcarcely ſubſiſt themſelves.— 
Surely, the ſquire would honeſtly. confeſs that, M. . 
therto, he had been ſo much taken up otherwiſe, ay 1 
never to look into this matter himſelf; but _ | 
truſted every thing to the management of his\ſtew- 


ard; who, he now plainly perceived, had been 


minding his own intereſt ſo much, that he had never 
beſtowed one thought on his maſter's concerng— 
The friend would naturally adviſe. the. ſquire thus: 
Fou have, without 3 been hitherto groſgly 
abuſed by this ſteward z, and your: affairs have thereby 
been brought into great- diſtreſs; but ſtill your caſe 
is not.deſperate-: firſt, you muſt rely no longer on. 
this ſteward; begin to look into your own affairs: N 
and, AS; to this particular matter, you have a great 
part of your extenſive eſtate lying waſte through 8 18 
negligence, and not fetching you a ſhilling, though 
| highly improveable: ſet about improving that waſte 
part of your eſtate without delay: you. haye ſtore of 
| bullocks ready reared for your table; theſe will ſuf. 


fice for the laborious part of the work, without. coſt- 


ing you the leaſt expence: the other neceſſary articles 
are ſpeedily provided, for a ſum that is a trifle ta 
| you: and, as for theſe idle poor, ſet them imme 
diately to this uſeful work: and pay them fair wages 
for their labour, out of this ſame money that is at 


preſent waſted on maintaining them in idleneſs, bc 


on thoſe other fookiſh and knaviſh purpoſes : : vou will 
find that, inſtead, of being an uſeleſs, noxious burden 
to your eſtate, they will, in a little time, become as 
induſtrious and uſeful as any of your tenants: the an- 
mual revenue of your eſtate will daily encreaſe; and 
#1 Fete: its 7 value: — "am Plenty, oc _ 
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tion: the moment they betake. the 


t * 


e 0 calls. over. n whole Funn in * 5 
e place of anarchy, plundering, miſery, and deſpair. 
And, truely, What hath . been now : ſaid, being 

 exatly. the caſe of the nation, would be altog gether 

__ ſufficient on this particular, head, did it not — 409 ; 
neceſſary to provide againſt objections and difficult. / 

ties that may be ſtarted. And poſſibly one of <hele 
may be founded on the expence of paying theſe pre, 
© ſent paupers ſuch high wages, out of the publick 

purſe, 38 it may be termed. But, ſurely, the caſe of 

. publick, in this particular, would di iffer nothing 


| ; 75 9 — that of the farmer, who pays wages to his 2 


bourer, and has it returned to him by the cultiva- 
tion of his lands. Nor doth it make the ſmalleſt 
difference that this labourer, receiving wages, | 
Was yeſterday a pauper maintained idly without 
wages, upon a wretched. ſtipulated allowance that 


milf was paid by the publick. For, the moment he 
is put to work, he changes his condition, from that 


of an uſeleſs miſerable wretch, living upon extorted 
| charity, to that of an induſtrious labourer, ſubliſting 


5 e honeſtly ou wages juſtly. earned, as the fair value 


of his work. And, for the ſame reaſon,” that preſent 


. pcs burthenſome tax, inſtantaneouſly changes its 


- ſtile, from this of Poor Rates, to that of a fund for 
| Improving, and cultivating: the waſte lands in . — 


; 4 and Wales. And upon the ſame fair and reaſonable 


terms, with teſpect to the publick, would ſtand all 


| x Th thoſe preſent idle, able-bodied vagrant beggars of both 


ſexes, Who ſhould take to labour: the wages they 
_ would in ſuch caſe. receive would be honeſtly earned, 


oo by value in work, to be returned to the 1 
ftom the improved lands. Nay, and upon che like 


equirable. terms would ſtand all ſuch of thoſe who at 
preſent. live by thieving, plundering, and proſtitu- 


ſelves to labour, 
they become honeſt citizens, entitled to wages. 


But what an honourable and laudable field ould 7 
| thi 5 to * thoſe e ee who have $ 
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1. defe ice of their countty ; and 


e who; in return are, at preſent, turned adrift, to ſtarve Bo 
or be hanged, the moment their ſervice ceaſes to be 5 . 
neceſſary. For, in their preſent ſituation, having no 
poſſibility of afterwards obtaining an honeſt employ, 
their diſcharge from the army is, in effect, an un- 
avoidable doom to. eicher Karſe, or to ſteal and 1 
8 hanged. 5 
_ © Surely, ves BY Feld: ample eng Bs wih 5 
employing all theſe, and more, without burthening 
the publick, ſo long as there is an acre of waſte land 
in England or Wales capable of cultivation. And, if 
there is not field fufficient in this end of the iſland, Scot- 5 
land holds forth millions of acres, that will liberally Oo 
return the expence and trouble of cultivation. "For 
| the earth is zu honelt and grateful debtor; ſhe re. 
turns the loan, with generous intereſt. And, _ . 
tainly, no narrow, confined diſtinctions of count 
mould be thought of in this caſe. England would 
ſtill reap ſufficient” benefit, notwithſtzndmg Scotland _ 
mit f participate a little; ſo lon as it is coloniſing I 
within the bounds of the iſland, it is ſufficient : as, 
on theſe terms, no ungrateful coloniſt could, or would 
attempt to wreſt from England the froits of "yy. oF 
20 hundred years expence and "r= Fe 
Here, indeed, it may be Weich demanded, | 
Why the Scotch cannot do this for themſelves. The 
reaſon hath been affigned : the Scotch have not the 
fund,” nor ate they capable of raiſing one; no, nor 
„ . orher nation in Chriſtendom” defides | — 
IT Ie Englich alone, who have been inſenſibly ane 
by impercopitbly dxilled on, ſtep by ſtep, from ſmall 
begioniggs, to accumulate this poor fund to fuch an 
enormous annual amount as now. exceeds the ſtandd. 
ing revenue of almoſt any one ſtate in Chriſtendom, 
except herſelf and France. England alone hath a 
____ fund ready # ooh, and Z 00. to Bows mighty - 
. e e 1 
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| prizes, with the view of wreſting from the Sp4 
, that; great wealth, which they were then bringing over from 


* * 


minution o 


it vas commerce which, when purſued to exceſs The true 
| and with unbounded avidity, is the bane of induſtry d, 
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as to be remarked, that four events, highly intereſting to 


; this nation took plage ſpeedily after each other, in the reign of 
Queen, Ef 


5 Pf 
ar 


1 encloſing of lands, the firſt inſtitution of poor's rates, and the 
\- feſt Maar Th North America by the Engliſh; It is alſo to be 
hat theſe three laſt events were evidently the 44 AS 
2; £01 | | maeg's : 
relgn, this nation, which, ever till about the end of her grand- | 
er's reipn, had carried on all her naval iotercourſe through 


5 offspring of the firſt. For, towards the middle of that 


5 fat 
_the medium of the Hanſeatick league, or the Eafterlings, and Ne- 


thetlanders, began to enter ſuddenly, and with a ſott of rage, 
into forigu commerce, and naval undertakings. Seeing, about 
grear men engaging 

pping” naval enter- 
aniards a part of 


that period, we find our firſt- 0 and 
0 


their whole eſtates to raiſe money for equi 


their new diſcovered domisions in South America, Others of 


court landed men engaged all the money they could raiſe in the 
undertakings of commercial companies, then firſt inftituted; 
And many. again embarked in private adventures, Ia fine, every 
one that could raiſe money, employed. it in; ſome way or other 


that might obtain him a ſhare 10 the rapid gains o 177 


commerce. This univerſal engagement in commerce and naval _ 
plundering; together with that extravagant vying 'in'expence, 
then likewiſe firſt introduced by commerce, put a ſudden and total! 
ſap to the improving waſte lands: inſomuch, that the wiſer 
part of the Iandholders, dreading the effects of this national ma- * 
nia, thought it prudent to ſecure their cultivated lands from 
PN falling back into waſte, by obliging their tenants to encloſe them 
with hedges apd'walls. + Though one ſpecies of the luxury then 
introduced by commerce, the more common 'uſe of coaches and 
cCarriages of pomp and eaſe, might contribate not a little to that 
enclöfing, in order to breed, rear, and feed the horſes neceſſary 
_ to thoſe earriaper ; and, as paſtytine demands fewer / labourers 
than ploughing, this would greatiy diminiſh the wonted employ 
of rhe poor on the evitivated lands. So that theſe two cauſes, . 
_ the total top of employ on- cultivating waſte lande, and that di- 
U. employ on even the cultivated lands, did, together, 
throw great numbers of the poor into idleneſs and diſcoatent: 
which, in the beginaing of the ſucceeding reign, broke out into 


open inſarrection, as hath been mentioned, It was the appre- 


benſion from thoſe diſeontents that obliged the then legiſlature to 
deviſe ſome expedient to furniſn a maintenance for thoſe idle 

the" ſtatute 39 EA. and after- 
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poor and that gave birth flirt to 
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. TY aa 4s the poor, 1 firſt 1 NE 1 df in- 
lituting this perhicious Poor. Fund in England; as 2 


prived them. Commerce, that lewd, deceitful, and - 
——_ _ treacherous. ſycophant; which, by its golden pro- 
mmiiſes, deluded and decoyed this nation to — 


e ſubſtitute for that uſeful employ, of which it had = 5 


. 1 induſtrious agriculture as a ſordid flow way of ke- 
- quiring riches; and to devote herſelf wholly. to it: 


produced indigence, and indigence produced venali- 


. *y. And, notwithſtanding the ſterner virtue of former ; 4 
"A repreſentatives. re ſiſted the ſollicitations of. indigence, | 


for near a century after that firſt. introduction thereof 
by commerce; yet, at laſt, did this offspring ef ex- 


lity of our 


7 ee the Auri 'ſacra fames (what, will it not 
and vena- force mortals to do!) prevail on their. leſs. virtuous 
"> opal ſucceſſors to . betray-:that, holy tru which, by the 

repreſen- 
 Utives. e the Lk of the e le . to a 


its own poor; as.a method which, being more divided, would be 
Ie ſ felt and noticed by the publick, Aud this appears a much more 


rational and natural cauſe for the firſt inſlituuon of Poor's Rates, 
than that which, out of complajſance to former writers, hath. 


been here adopted in our text: even che ſuppreſſion af the mo- 
naſteries; which, beſides that it happened above fixty years be- 


fore the date of the 49 Flix. does not 3 wh" the a- 


400 The evil. and which, having ſo prevailed. firſt ſtripped 5h of her 
 eifes of virtue, then of her glorious conſtitution,” next of her 
EOMmerce property, and, finally, of her: reputation and good 
pur- tame. For all theſe, loſſes happened as natural con- 
W | ſequences of that idle extravagance and vain vying in 
5 -expence, which was frſt introduced by che riches 
„ rapidly acquired through this. madly purſued com- 
merce. Seeing that ſuch extravagance. .neceflarily 


So 
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 _ritable character of thoſe. religious houſes. . 


It was this idleneſs and dicontent of ſo many poor 1 5 


that firſt ſuggeſted: the deſign. of providing for a part, 1 

them to Virginia, then lately diſcovered, to the famous Sir Walter 

- Raleigh; a man of warm imagination, 1 pertinaciouſly deter 
_ - mined on executing. every project he once conceived. . This colo- 


_ niſing ſcheme he actually executed at his own expence ; and, not- 
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- few, This ſacred truſt they brought to market, and. 

do ſupply the wants of their idle extravagance, they =. 

fold it to the Crown; which they themlelves had tt 

veſted with the unconſtitutional power of pa; ing 
them for their unconſtitutional ſervices, out of the 

| people's dan money. it was this their breach of 


rruſt'rhat'firſt taught the Crown of this country that 


. monſtrous doctrine, of mary made for one; and to Deſpot. 
conhider the whole body of the people, with all they iſm of the 
had, as its own perſonal property, fairly purchaſed Crown. 
from their repreſentatives, to be lied alo he 
Purpoſes of its pleaſure or intereſt. And they ſup- 
Ported the Crown in the actual application of this 
doctrine, Jy | | 2 wh 
owe a debt of near three hundred millions ſterling, Nation! 


applied alone to the 


by the ſame breach of truſt. To this we 


entailed upon us and our poſterity ; which hath been debt. 
molti expended upon purpoſes, wherein the intereſt 


. bf the people was never once thought of; much of ß | 


. 


it upon purpoſes noxious to their intereſt. And 
to this we owe the late 'unjuſtifiable and univerſally WW 
| reprobated application” of the national ftrength and wicppli. 
_ treaſure; the ſubſequent humiliating diſgraces; and cation of 
the truely lamentable loſſes in America. Unjuſti- national 


flable, becauſe that ſtrength was employed to obtain wength. 


_ Purpoſes, that were not more unjuſt with reſpe& to 


the natural rights of the Americans, than they were 


_ Injuriousto the true intereſt of this country. Humi- 


huating, becauſe theſe diſgraces were ſuſtained from a 


hut it is to 


home, do not depend upon the will or power of her 


foe ſo infinitely inferior in power, And lamentable. 
| becauſe this prevailing and inſulting foe was our own 


b 


„ : Os , | * verlity. ; 
| her reaſon to a juſt conſideration of 
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be hoped, that the ſalutary draught of Hopes of 
adyerſity, which this nation hath of late ſo deep] dap | 
drank, will diffipate thoſe intoxicating commercial * 
fumes; will rebel r te 
the fleeting, precarious, and deceitful nature of com- 
mercial riches; and will direct her attention to thoſe 
true ſources of ſubſtanrial wealth; which, exiſting at 


Sat wwe? 


. $2. ms Þ Mi. > 
* Ine 2 2 — ” . * — — 
— * ] 
* . 


F Sp SSR 
8 - —— = 


a Cuts n . 
* 


van: 


— 


5 


75 
* E 


; * 9 y } 9 ” / 
* 7 * : 1 1 a 
” ry OJ * : ; 3h : g I * 1 * 4 
| Y 7 ” . N * | | ; 
1 5 ba” 20 p 
> * — of 45 3 9 A5 
” 


Tue great neighbours. Of ſuch-reſources Britain poſieſſes ſore, | 


reſources .,; 


of Britain. 
5 6 of her commerce, and the 


I 


: 


_  teorically brilliant as was her late commercial one, 
| _ Infinitely more ſtable and permanent, and "alſo. worre 
©  . .  defirable on every account. Far, abroad, inſtead of 
being enviecd. hated, and at laſt deſpiſed; ſhe will be 
| eſteemed, reſpected, and feared. And, at home, 
JT 


Yi 


enjoy her own glorious e 


3 


I f well-ordered government. „ 
Goodef: What a wonderful change 


o 


| Teas from every claſs and condition of the peop 
tion of 
our con- 


- fitation. to exiſt in the middle-claſs, and in them only, will 


be confirmed and enlarged. . But What a mighty 
change would this produce in the lower claſs, which, 
though naturally brave, induſtrious; and ingenious, 
have, through this commercial oppreſſion, 1dlenels, 
 .- - and indigence, become the molt (lothful, profligate, 
| and 1 diſorder ly : commonalty in the whole Chriltian Br 
world; and thereby proceeding: faſt towards utter 
depopulation and extinction. Whereas, being eman- 
cipated from the preſent ſlaviſn dependence, and re- 
| ſtored to the means of carning a comfortable, inde- 
pendent ſubſiſtence by honeſt induſtry, population 
will revive, and a fruitful encreaſe of that claſs, 
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of ſuch ing ſymptoms, from the late effort made by the peo—- 
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which forms the true ſtrength and b 


$% 


reſtora - ple, and their repreſentatives, towards reſtoring our 
ton. b e | 


— 


and of ſuch a nature as, if wiſely, virtuouſly, and in- 
duſtriouſly applied, will, „ oe gin the remains 
To foreign poſſeſſions which 
| _ _ _ » the ſtill retains, place her in @ fate, if not fo me- 


vr itution, with its never 


will this produce in 
cone . 5 
_ areſtors- honour will take place of bale  yenality in te 
great: and that national virtue which ſtill continued 


boaſted conſtitution. For, at the late critical period, 
when deſpotiſm had led us ſo near to the brink, that 
but a few ſteps more muſt haye precipitated us into 
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_ . the horrid gulph of perdition and deſpair, then, at 
that awful moment, did the good genius of Britain 
ſtep forth, and with his era revived in our repre - 
| fentatives, the ſeemingly extinct embers of patri- 
dcCtick fire, which conſumed the rotten-props of deſ- 
potiſm; and ſubſtituted in their ſtead ſolid pillars of 
dur glorious conſtitution. They forced, it is true, 
and piey it is that they had cauſe. to force, againſt 
extreme reluctance and the laſt oppoſition, into the 
department of executing the ſupreme. government, 
| 5 of men, in whole ſincere and hearty diſpoſition to 
promote the true intereſt of the people, all the ſenſible 
e And unbialled part af the nation repoſes an implieit 
confidence; grounded upon this ſolid; and never fail- 
ig foundation, that their own perſonal intereſt muſt 
- ever. lead them to promote all meaſures for the good 
of the people, and ſuch only. _ Their, ability and 
| _ capacity to deviſe luch meaſures is allowed even by © 
their enemies. And of this ability and fincere in- | 
[Wente the people have already ſeen and felt the 
„,, inc. 
'._ _ . , Neither is this the language of either a ſycophant 
Or an. incendiary, But it is a doctrine abſolutely ne- 
Feſſary to the preſent, purpoſe : becauſe, neither the 
_ undertakings here propoſed, nor any other under- 
tak ing beneficial to the people, can poſſibly ſucceed 
under. deſpotiſm. It is likewiſe a doctrine not leſs 
„„ amicable and falutary to the Crown, than to the 


people; becauſe, however long the people of this 
country may ſuhmit, yer, 1 that the 
Crown. ſhould obſtinately perſiſt to avall itſelf of the 
advantage it has gained through their negligence, by 
Pftoſecuting its .own diſtinct purpoſes to their de- 
triment, the conſequences muſt aſſuredly at laſt be 
ſuch, as would cauſe much damage to the one party, 
and abſolute deſtruction to the other. It is our hap- 
pPoinels that we can, at preſent, look upon any ſuch . 
event. as far diffant: but as all human things are 
ſuhjeck to change, it is a duty we owe r 
n MAIS 9 Wn » IR ts = 
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is not to be effected by violence, or haſte, Which 


never do their work well; but by gradually reviving _ 


that ſame virtue, Which was never wanting in this 


country, until the effects of an over eagerly purſued 
commerce taught us to conſider and treat even that 
Nevertheleſs, thoſe evils which Britain has thus 
ſuſtained from commerce are not inherent in the 
nature of the thing; or conſequences inevitably ari- 
ſing therefrom. On the contrary, commerce When 
_ purſued. with diſcretion, is ever beneficial to a ſtate, 
_ and'is one of Britain's great reſources; as being uſe- 
ful even to agriculture itſelf; and  indiſpenſably ne- 
ceͤſſary to manufactures; in which Britain excels "all _ 
the world, and which through that reaſon will ever 
remain to her a ſource of wealth, which even the 
malice of her enemies can never deprive her of. 
Commerce only becomes pernicious, when it e- 
groſfes the whole attention of a people, and deprives 
every other object of its due ſhare thereof; and par. 
ticularly agriculture ; which in every country muſt 
neceſſarily be the firſt object; becauſe it naturally _ 
_ precedes all the arts, including manufactures for 'ex- ** 
portation, and alſo commerce; of all Which agri- 
culture may be termed the alma mater; and ſhe never 
produces them until after ſhe has plentifully provided 
for all the wants and conveniences of the whole in 
habitants; they muſt likewiſe ever after having been 
ſo produced, depend upon her for their nouriſhment; 
and, for that reaſon, if agriculture herſelf ſhall be 
neglected, ſo as not to furniſh a ſufficient ſtore for 


Com- 


merce be- 
-neficial in 


fits own 


nature. 


Agri- 

Culture 

the ſup- 
port of 
Lam: 


conſtitution 1 
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theſe neceſſary purpoſes, manufactures and com- 
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merce muſt in time ſtarve. For, though it may 
happen that a ſtate, which either neglects to keep 


+ and poſterity, cc profit by the occaſion no offered; 
d00 reſtore the true ſpirit of the conſtitution; which. 
vill ever after ſecure us and them from evils | 
that might, otherwiſe, moſt probably enſue under _ 
leſs virtuous King and Miniſtry. , Such a' reſtoration _ 
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which. alone ſurpaſſes in real value to her all the acqui tens 


at vers pho mage by am ſtate, 17 e cepting ancient omè: 


and which m s ever 4 this nation or her görefhment N 
: Rell pon — 5 f Its 3 
uin _ Hut in juſtice. to dde deſetts 1 native . - 
4 'fabzefts;:and, fill: mores. in gratitude: r their patient, ys "BAY 
ende, for above twenty, ,ycars, under . verament exerciſed 


557 it; nüt Amply 


A "them thfough. the medfam of this natioh, fo excetdinply 


Vppten e in ſth" Hate; acc Hillbows, as was ſcaree wer S- 
Pirienced by any other people. And, however excuſeable this 
nation may appear to herſelf, on account of her then want of 


mow 


to remedy ie yet ddes ſhe Rand highly culpabbe ia the eye 
every other Rate, Tor ber locking indifferen;ly. on that total 


tobe lor ever loſt to her, through: the pe- 
before e 
em, e ot in 1770 


all piece; flating the trac 


value and importhnbe of that 1 dominion, and comparing 
it with the then fate of he Britiſh dominion in America ; is 
0 being, to not only draw: the national N 
et iackividasl Indian objec, . Bot e wichdra it 
_ baneful purſuit. of - thiſe' coercive. meaſutes. in America... 0d ut 
_ iq ferbid part, pdbliſhed ſoon. after; he endeavoured to point 
2 the danger arifing/ to thoſe Indian ;poſſeſions from the op- 
' preflive nature of the government there; and alſo from hoſtile 
d kite, Zut it would ſeem that either he was defective in 
by the nation in attention, or rather i in power to te- 
; 2555 thoſe abuſes; and as to txecutive government, Which 7 
that time pollibiſed. the whole power; it was too much. engroſled 
its own purſuits in America, to ſpare any attention. o this 
0 ] [ea of national intereſt, About two years * this; when ets ; 
CES | 5 ue ed 


_ "Agriculture, or which does not poſſeſs the means bf 51 460 
proviqing them within tleif, 55 "ah er with the con. 
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___ mneflefof het. then dxecutive warmen hich hath been the 
| _ ceal canſe of all thaſe alſ\ifes, 85 1 En ee Ng. | 
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ture. ntial wea lun, -with, true. 
1 8 8 muſt be reſtored 40 5 
Which nature, common pens. 5 

_ quire.the ſhould, hol.” And jet! 
cuted until we. e A 155 


ttlat either neceſſity; oe ge Be or 'commetce”: an g 
obtain from her: till we. have not a ſingle acre of 
3 3 land N in the iſland; 
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- Our great In wants e FREY o eriltence * F 
wants abgund. 8 Fox, inſtance, corn {as „Hach Feen ſaid) D 


from a- 


pare oi feed us: and hemp, indiſpenfabiy neceſſary the 
ture. - exiſtence of our commerce, navigation, and naval 


3 defence, with Hax, and other articles requiſite i ur 


irface we polleſs 


OY ES” 
14 * i 3 „ 


| Convenience. Wo waſte 1 ide 


515 it. 1 1 73 Pa I, E Lan | 955 he . 4; 7 10 ms {Ok s 285 l an ; 
| 105 $735 "uf „„ Mie 21430 '04 "16 42 98 in 

a "PT af © . 
Aiſtreſſed kate vor dis! 1 alle compelled executive. 


vernment to make a ſhow of interpoling an« theſe matters; be 
embraced that occaſion to deliver into the hands of the then 


miniſter, the heads of a plan for eſtabliſhing, at a-very ſmall n. 
penſe, an intermediate, { virtuous, afd!. efficacious! cheek land. 


controul on the power of "thoſe intrüſted with the 60a: bk — 


executing the government there; and which, being, through the 
diſtance betwixt this and that country, altogether unlimited. an 
 «defpotick; furniſhed chem the lan of committing, tho 
outrageous abuſes.” The ſame 
and afſured defence of all ad 4 by: ſea, as: well as 
land. But this plan was framed upon 180 eee 
| only the benefit of the ſubjects in . —— 9 
ſumes to think, that if the ſaid plan had been a adopted it — 
nabe prevented the neceſlity of a reform at this day; which — 
fibly may come rather late. That miniſter can beſt tell Whether 
it was his poverty of power, or his will, that induced him to 
rejetꝭ this, and bring forward another plan, if indeed it deſerved 


any ſuch name, calculated upon principles directly oppoſite; | 
and Which he could not fail to know, as having been eee a 


that it muſt be proc ee the 5 men nat Neu _Y 


agricul- 195 that wall produce” pd e 15 = 


And he pre- 


an alſo tended to eſtabliſnh a firm | | | 
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an ada extent, vpb! 


begging for employ, to reſcue them from . miſery 
indigence, ſlavery, and depopulation | And we 70 
bulſocks, Which are rearing in idleneſs for the flaugh- 
and only await our order for going to labour? 
Finally, to ſet all theſe a-going, and to begi 


dhe work, we have ready prepared, what no ot 4 
nation polleſſes, a fund of money incredibly grit} | 


Which extravagant commerce had inſtituted, a 


8 to purpoſes that were pernicious, ruinous; 
and repugnant to nature; but which, the moment 
it Mall be applied to the uſe of agriculture, wilt 


change its nature in all theſe" "properties, together 
"wu its name. WU OG: 


And in this Sein dire and immediate MAN- Pecunia- 5 
ner, (excluſive of acceſſary channels,) and in this ry gain 
1 will ſubſtantial wealth flow in upon this 7 1 — „ 


thus cheriſhing agriculture. For every © 


bee "pre which we at preſent ſend abroad; 0 
e any one or more articles that are pro- 


to purcha 
8 by agriculture, whether for neceſſity or con- 


venience, juſt ſo many thouſand pounds will be ſaved, 


and therein gained, by producing the like quantity 


ot the ſame articles of agriculture at home. And £ 
every thouſand pounds worth of any articles that may 
be wanted abroad, ſuch as corn, produced by us, 


| exceeding/our own neceſſary conſumpr thereof, will, 


_ when exported, bring home fo many thouſand pounds | 
in ſubſtantial money. For corn is an article that, 
| (according to the late true doctrine of the American 
Commun ſenſe,) will never fail of a market, ſo long by ex 
2s eating is in faſhion: A doctrine of which they porting 
hae experienced the truth and benefit in Europe, corn. 

ever ſince Britain left off Srowing chat necefſary ar- 
_.. . ticle for exportation. | 
And if we wiſh to as theſe un grateful colo- 
_ —- nifts feel the weight of our reſentrge 5g we have here 
N we bs of TM it ee 


and 


üding the owners with their 
want of induſtry We have hes of inhabitants 


Yr ad this rational 
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oeriages. provide for our own wants thereof at home. Wants 


t * 1 


2 l method, of 4 hens our & this 
boalted teſobrce ; which they owe, not to their own. 
wiſdom, policy, or induſtry ; but to the fame ſourte 
from which they derive all their other advantages 
the foſtering care of Britain; which withbeld and 
_ reſtrained them by her laws from entering, duri 
their childhood; into arts and manufactures Je bick 
are only proper for a ſtate when grown to maturity 1 
and encouraging them by her premiums and bounties 
to adhete o ugritulture. This it was that furniſhed 
to theſe poor emigrants from Britain, thoſe ſources 
of ſubſtantial wealth, thoſe armies of robuſt, hardy; 
and brave peaſants, together with the courage and 
confidence in theſe, to beard the apparently: wreliſt- 
ible, but actually enervated power of their parent; 
_. enervated' and weak through the means a OM 12 
F - hands of deſporifm, and to baffle it to. 
Git But, before we ſhall have an opportunity 2 gainy 
abuſe. er to market with this neceffary article, we. muſt fit 


oceafioned by that moſt idle, fancaſticah, and abſurd 
piece of luxury, which was firſt introduced in a 
ſimall degree by the rapidly acquired riches. of com- 
meree; but which;though fo eaſily remediable, hath, 
through the inexcuſcable neglect, to call it no worſe, 
of our ever till lately omnipotent executive govern- 
ment, proceeded. to an excels. that is almoſt incre- 
_ dible. I mean the preſent extravagant uſe of coaches 
and carriages of pomp and eaſe; which are become 
8 ridiculouſly. common, that even our Chimney- | 15 

| tweepers, our Lamp-lighters, and vur Gingetbread- 
| bakers, keep their carriages of ſtate and eaſe; thereby 
debilitatidpg and ruining themſelves, and diſtreſſing 
their families; who are deprived of the abſolute ne- 
ceſlaries of life, in order to furniſh this luxurious ex- 
penſe; which becomes more neceffary to the keeper | 
than meat or drink; becauſe: his neighbour, Who 
keeps ſuch .a carriage, would otherwiſe gain a 2 

aon n in . and * gh Now 
1 . o Ww. 5 


5 Her of theſe horſes decomes ſo great upon 'the —— 


Wit to pay the community. an equivalent for che 


| _ ro the keep per; an 


ch an bead 


: abo ye oor o wants, the pyblick would ladly, for ers. 


t 6 J. 


Now, the injury done to the cotntmatinlty, by the rde 
ey of this carriage keeping, is inconceivable. ws 
For, as each of rhefe carriages demands at leaft one, half our 


otders two, and forme of them four horſes; rhe num- produce. 


that to breed, rear, and maintain them demands 
_ neatly half the produce of our cultivated lands. And 
ffom thence, it happens that, inſtead of exportin 
three or four wp thouſand K de worth of corn, ; 
Which we did yearly till after che beginning of this 
8 reign, we have of late been Fark to 
fend abroad a ſum nearly equal to that; not in the 
ideal riches of commerce, but in, hard money, for 
1 4 'Þ PROT of corn to feed Boe infatuated aba. 


e is an a ale oO fo ann ON FSI analy To be re- 
the fimple at of the 1 to à tax on thoſe chewy | 
carriages, ſufficiently weighty. to oblige the kee ED x tax ied 
either to lay down his 115 ous machine, or other- 


Adumage he does 


keeping it. This too, is a tax 
_ moft juft' to both 


12 ties, feeing it affords a choice 
which ever of .the-two ways he 
 thall'rake, Fond community will be a Zaiger, either by 
an ehcreaſe of corn, ot of revenue. And many ok 
the carriage 993 450 themfelves would be glad of 
e opportunity, without ſinking be- 
low his neighbour, to get rid of an expence that 
; op} es him to want many real neceſſaries. And this 
would ala bring that other advantage of finding ue 
ful egipley for a number af the preſent idle poor. 
Neither need the landholders or their tenants * Socka- 


1 pretend. 


a9 damage ro their intereſt from fuch. . ” 
Change in the cultivation of their lande. Becauſe, . 
fon a8 there ſhould aviſe therefrom a ſurplus of corn jandhold. 


m {till more li- 
1 +: berally 


+ «Valley of feats * | 
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ige Jangs; being equal, in man) pariſbes, to one, 
third part.of the renant's rent. And this change in 
the moge of cultivation would immediately alleviate. | 


2 part pf that heavy burthen, by finding uſeful em- 


hl) for a number of the poor, in the manner men. 
Advan- tioned, Whilſt the total abolition of that grievous, 
tage to tax would ſpeedily follow; provided the remainder. + 

_ them by of the poor\ſhall be employed in cultivating hemp, 

TE and fat on the preſent ©. 8 lands; and theſe are 
articles Which, it is preſumed, would appear the 

moſt eligible to the publick, for other reaſons, be- 
ſides this of a juſt tenderneſs to the intereſt of the® | 
landholders and their tenants; ip conſideration o, 

-- their having been the greateſt ſufferers by the heavy 


3 ＋ 


\ 


expense of our late mad deſpotical purſuits. 
| Advan- For hemp, being an article of agriculture perpe-, 
- tages by tyally and tatally purchaſed from abroad, and fo in- 
Fern and iſpenſably neceſſary to the exiſtence of our com- 
flax on Merce, navigation, and naval defence, it would ap- 
waſte pear ſound policy to grow an article of that nature 
lands. at home; and thereby to reſcue the exiſtence'of ſuch 
| important objects from the will and caprice of foreign 
| Rates", as well ms from ide in e pere | 
Th, would likewils ford © Britain an opportonly of ho-" 
nourably and feelingly retaliating upon a neighbouring ftate, 
ttuthe ungrateful inſults and injury ſhe lately received from it; in 
return for having poured into it, during a long ſeries of years, 
ſuch large ſums. of her wealth for this article; and for many 
|... Other acks of long continued ſocial friendſhip and liberality, But 
Wich ſtate, on the late oceaſion, when Britain was ſtruggling 
far exiſtence againſt à combination of mighty foes, inſtead of 
. 5 3 Hors did not Hmpiz laugh at her calamity, but was the 
„„ r in forming a powerful confederacy, for the put Po ſe of 
„ ergebe ul ſtabbing her „ ——. IA. 


\ | ; 
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dhe White eat in preference to growing corn 0 
exportation: And, on this head, we may — 
mind the great premiums paid fo liberally by ritain 
01 Her then colonies, -on- the vety grounds here 
rhienti6ned, to encourage their growing hemp and flax. 
Hemp and flax, Iikewiſe, happen to be 9 
* tat, by the dreſfing thereof,” would furniſh uſeful 
„ . employ, Alter being grown, to that part of our pre” 
ou ſent de poor, which wants ſufitient” ſtrength to 
ait in culkivating the waſte lands. "And alſo would” 
, furniſh the rational means of chaſtiſing,” cor- 
rrecting, and amendi uch of our idle = dis- 
|  ofderly” inhabitants, as may require ſuch chaſtiſe- 
ment; WhO would, no doubt, be Exceeding nume - 
' rous at the commeneement of a reform; and whom 
we abſurdly enough, at preſent, pretend to chaſtiſe, 
by putting chem” to drels hemp, which we import 
r ady dreſt; W A1 Ei by 20 l 
Wust Hath beet laid on this bead will tide be. con- 
; Gate as a reſuming to preſcribe” or Judge of the 
| _ moſt proper manner for employing thoſe waſte' lands. 1 
Fei ene province 'of wiſer heads, and mower 
hands.” Beſides, that time and experience, which are 
the wiſeſt counſellors" of all,” will, in the" coürle of 
the execution, ' ſuggeſt: many things that may Cn: 
occur beforehand. All that is aimed at, by What . 
hath' been or may be ſaid here, is only to evince 
 the'rdtionaliry -and practicability of me an under- 
taking, in order to engage e the appr obarion” 
and Wine of the pubfick. N 
= And, with this view, I ſhalt enter a little neater A calcu- 
into the calculation of che immediate advantage, or 2 of. 
| pi that might accrue to the publick by culti- . | 
väting "hemp and flax on theſe ie lands. And tivating ' an 
will ſuppoſe" that fo much waſte ſhould be cultivated, waſte 
in the burſt of the firſt year, by the labour of our pre- lands. ] 
ſent idle pod q1 and idle bulſocks 778 eee De, 
. e OE OR the 
_— ks cleared ede 16 in; ee is Eh 
2 art in mur * * un 
| Ks "FP e 
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8 OY ars pr yce or purcha 

5 n and permanent acquiſition 


way: lubjett 39;.4he..60%y of .cap5ice, of, gs G. „ 
bqurs, r 80 any poker cool, And to. this amount: 
there would be an acgqyilition,. (till greater: in propor. 


tion, mage every a alter : as dhe ee e all: 
ung dertakii [1 A8. the 


an undertaking of this nature. And, it 
not be a qyaniicy. of. land improved £q 


1 


1 this ſhould be the cauſe that a leis value. of land. 
ſhould by gained from the. waſte, then would the e- 
5 bene of the puhlick n pa 1 tor che labour er „ 
Poop, be praponignably 


 aggrue. from, os culivation, of waſte. oe. Bop. 
| this is, though; of a publick, nsture, may. be fred 


à tenant muſt, in order fo, live, Make 


tain himſelf” and family; and the other ta make good. . 


2125 Fit peng being moſtly for manyal. labour. And 
» - - » therefore , a publick undert 
© wg moor woyld ſtand in the Head of both the tenant 

his labqurers;. theſe two, laſt mentioned ſum 


5 


the. publick. will h * thereby gained from the. 
„Which is Nl Fleay. Ei 3. proper. 6 wah "= 


ngs are. the 5 
moſt — 5 and the leaſt de e Ly 
& hayld. 
Rag) wal to tis. clits, 
* they. it ul. be gwing to my/having querrared— | 
the number of gut preſent unemployed. hands. And, TE 


© this 4 * Hl, produce, Þ received by che 7 " . 1 : 
15 Profit that "ould. 5 5 


that laid ſum. is What, in a calculation of farming = 
the Jandlord s FENT. Whereas, 1 lt is a.known rule, er . 
lands; the qne io mains, * ; N I, 
1 the Wark; | 5 
b E ; 0 ö 


rents, being geber equal, t9..double the\ value . 
e thall, be fa, received. yearly, by the publigk,.. 
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1 properly: choſen; becuulc the very "foe 


1 2 n in ide above reſpects. And, as theſe poor 
bo 5 the WON cop Fane, its credit in their behalf, - 
| i 


Pe 805 Poor tar. Thar is tc fay, ſuppoſing the pub-. 


la 
5 4 mi e publi lick further fave out of the preſent. 
Doaf 10 Ke ac mach gained) the ſum of forty. 
15 nd. 


jt would operate as an incentive to induſte) and frugality in the 
7 bee 0 ot ſo fait as they ſhall be ſo improved, ande by 


| be let en Fam % among 


" 


* mn 1 5 
to a amaunt, in ann of the 


ul, uy Fx Value, by one year's. produce 
TP of twenty thouſand pounds; 


d Ang theſe two ſums, making ſixty. 
Pounds, would 34 publick, gain directly by 
l in that year; and ſa on, in a much greater 


long as it ſhould be found practicable 
10 coptinye rhe like number of poor labourers in this. 
ee of. BOWER employ.. And in a 1 4g 424 

er af tholq, publick labourers ſhould di- 
id the expence 10 Pain win "0. 


99 purting th 6; bene 


. pe ey Mall, at any. 44 
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, farms. of a. plough- land each, ta tenants. 
the poor themſelves, by the tecommenda- 
Is or bailiffs, who wautd be the beſt, Judges of” 


tion of the ove 


incapable of flocking 4 fam on their own 


withoot any THE, efpectally _ tenants Fowl = 


fo purchaſed 2 would F if 
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there- 


they cannot Pech emplay tlleſnfelves in afiy! dare EY 
7 works that will not bi of: 4 nätute ſtill mote b b 1 


mould not be reftrained” from? oh 
lick, for private” employ; on 


raged, as the dawning of  uſefal indüftty; aid tend“! 


. N © 70 * . 
ie ber tone Eid ef private We « ploy.” And 


cial to the community, than Was their work 
that publick employ. For chis Very reaſon,” 


exertion to change their Ne aro Abet be endes 


Ts 


Ing to reduce the preſent” high price of labour tas! © | 
| allo to ſtock, iniperceptibly, zad without ach inter. 


poſition of the publick, out manufaQures, ohr navi- 


| gation, and our fiſhery. For thele, together w with 
Private agriciiliure, are the only” ways that, under 
Proper regulations, iwould afford the Jabouring Poor 
| any opportunity of changing their firſt ſituation. 


13 ig * 


And ägriculture is a labour of ſuch 3 nature as 


will: furniſh the means of cfeating ſuch 4 ſpitit of 
ecrxertion in thoſe Iahourets; provided" proper oper 
ſeers or bailiffs of ſkill and activity ſhould be choſen, 
to keep them hard at work; and Kei more if, as a 
penalty on idleneſs, they” Would be proportionably” + 
mulcted in their daily pa Na ; which, for this and other 0 
good reaſons, ſhould 
fice to properly maintain 
_ would, as ſhall ap 
means to Fill their Pell ies, beſides their exact earnings 
in the p 
ment, is employed to enforce” induſtry. And, it is 
evident, that this hard labour and ſmall pay Would 
ſtimulate them to better their wage. W. Setting 5 
_ into private. employ... 97% 5 


. e than will Jult fe * 
them. For here, ſeeing 

pear, poſſeſs no other poſſible , 
lick employ, hunger, an irreſiſtable Argu- 


But this plenty of labourers, to to aether: with theſe © 


- orhey means hinted at above, would tend to effecku- : 


ally remedy. another, great, "evil, the. cauſe.of. much 
: inconvenience and diſorder in the country, and which 


is reprobated by foreigners; namely that ferocious, ' 


inſolent, and diſorderly deportment of dur common- 
Fo "Ye and 4 Ku clas „ N wi their —_—_— 
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a ODOT to abc on the moſt juſt EY 
ground, either do, or threaten to quit their r ß > 
as being confident that they can readily find che like 
employ elſewhere; otherwiſe: they have a pariſh/ that N 
is bound to find them; or, at the worſt, thieving 
_ and. begging are neyer failing reſources here. On 
the other hand, the maſter, being conſcious of this 
their ſtrength, and afraid to attempt a change, which 
he knows by experience will not better his condition, 
is obliged to patiently put up with every inſult or in- 
| CBI 5 jury; and thereby becomes the ſlave of his hireling s 
buumour. And theſe again, having thus ſubjeted =. 
„their on maſter, who, ſtill; is with them the greateſt 
maman in the world, can we be. ſurpriſed; that the7 
0 ſhould exerciſe a ſtill. greater- degree of inſolence and 
ferocity on all others? - Theſe are the true cauſes of 
a diſpoſition which is commonly, though erroneouſly, 
aſſigned to nature and climate; but, by beating them 
odut of theſe their ſtrong holds of inſolence and ferocity, 
5 they will ſoon be reduced within the bounds that are 
„ neceſſary. ro the good order of n 
haut fleſt it becomes neceſſary to complete this- park rt: The un- 
„ of our purpoſe relating. to the publick. On which 23 
. head, it ſtill remains, to preſent a, curſory glance at vided | . 
the manner in which this general undertaking m 
be moſt properly divided into parts. For it is evi: 
deen that, if che whole undertaking ſhould be placed 
Ander one general management, it would be too un- 
, wieldy, afid thereby come to be neglected, as the bu- 
ſineſs of ener; body; or poſſibly it might be made 
2 job of. And, on the other hand, if it ſhould be 
divided into parts too ſmall, there is danger of its 
being ſtarved, through the want. of ſufficient means. 
But here again it is proper to repeat that, nothing 
further is intended here, than what may ſuffice to 
evince the rationality: and eee oy 8970 0 under. 
faking at large. * 
It is natural to Au thats the manag ket abate UW 
fuck an ee * be . property divided counties. 
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ide the juſtices of the county 
1 matic this: the heads of this board ſhould be ju- 
ſtices of the peace: which, in this caſe, would be 


t 


inte edunties: exch nn e eupleg cent 
f its on poor, together with the funds on wen 
ſudjects as all bez judged the moſt 
_vanrageous. - As Sick a partition of the Whole would 
3 be ſo large as W Jliftlefſheſs ; nor too 
_ eapfined for fubject of employ, for — funds, 
nor fur wiſe and able mn, to direct bn 297 
vag ' ih „ 1 . . | , 
But as kane e and desc thoſe neareſt 
the metropolis, may either be deficient at the ourfer, 
der ſpeedily exhauſted of ſubject, in the way of agr|- 
enltute, for utting their po to work, it might be 
2 deviſed, that ſuch deficient: county: ſhould: rranfmit 
ch part of its idle poor as it cannot em ploy, to- 
gt thee wich a ſufficient proportion of its preſent poor 
ung, ta ſuch. other county as may abeund in ſub- 
"I Fer a tranſmiſſion of funds along with the por 
would be neceſſary at firſt, to ſet the work a-going ; 
but would ſoon ceaſe to be neceſſary. Exact ac- 
counts of the peeuniary expence- incurred by” each 
county on this f ad to de kept, for the purpoſe of - 
' afterwards adjuſting:that account, either betwixt” the 
reſpective counties, or wich bet publick * 3 2 ä 
wigbt be determined. TB 
Each county would require mY boars: eue vf 
proper perſans. holding property, and reſiding there- 


in, to direct and manage the undertaking: in ther 35 


county. And at the head of this board ſhould pre- 


: at leaſt, it would be 


I 3 - 
1 x 
* 7 — 


altogether proper; ſeeing the juſtices would no longer 


a as: l difputed ſettlements betwint the dif- 
ferent pariſhes, towns, and vills of the ebunty. But 
it is evident, that our preſent innumerable titular 
the duty required” here; 
which, with the ee part of their neceffary duty, 2h 


juſtices cannot difc 


0 demand their whole. time, attention and at- 


. — — en , 


; * 


* 
* i F 
ad- 


1 


1 


ib acting juſtices," as have been deſctibed in rhe 


fiflt part,” Anditotheſe,” with the honorary juſtices, 
might be added, at this board, a certain number of 
gentlemen properly: qualified” in each diviſion ; the 
whole Board to meet as often as may br neceſſary at 


the vourſet ; in order to provide and prepare eve 


thing requiſite for ſetting on foot the undertaking m 


fot employ purchaſing waſte lands, if neceſſa 


from the private owners, at the moſt - reaſonable 
valuation; the principal price to be paid at a reaſon- 


_ ably diſtant period; and in the mean time intere 


their county; ſuch as fixing on the moſt proper WT 


2 to chuſe or appoint proper Balliffs or Ovet= 


= dhe neceſſity animals of labour, with the proper 


with regard had to their kill, activity, and 
adineſs, for the reaſons before mentioned: to pro- 


iplewents of culture, Ke. The acts and feſolu- | 


tions Of this boatd to bind the whole cbunty. 

A treaſury eſtabliſhmenr for the whole county wilt 
| bc eompoſed of proper petſons, with ade- 
quate falaries, to be Choſen vr appointed by the Board; 

and acting under its orders, inſpection, and direction. © 
This office to receive, ſo long as it ſhall be neceffary, 
the whole fund that may be collected under the name 
of poor's rates, in 5 Arz bf the county; and 
which may be ſo collected by the Church-wardens, 


1 


.nott)ifa 
theſe would, by 


their long 


accounts of contingencies, of rermovals, 


above one half of the preſent poor fund, as hath been 


ſhown. The new collectors of this fund in every _ 
' pariſh, to take proper” receipts for every payment 


eneral 
Sate 
* Office in. 


county. 


+ 


or aſiy other of the inhabitants, under any one — ; 
ion; but that of Overſeers of the Poor. For 
the eſtabliſhment of this general | 
. treaſury, be annihilated and aboliſhed, along with . 


and litigated' ſettlements z- amounting in the whole to 


they ſhould: make into the general office; and that 


* in like manner to take receipts for all its dil- 


Burſements. The books of aſſeſſment and collection 
E for as 1 TO back as might. be. 
NF IR judged 


A\ 


Ek 10 1 to be ſubmitted, to this 1 
A MAP — A ſecretary, with one or TOE: n an 6 
tary. neceſſary. to the General Board. 1 
_  ©- +, , This is a flight ſketch. of the way and manner. in 
p which: a. publick. undertaking, to put the poor at 
| work. on the cultivating. waſte lands, may be carried 
into execution, by means of the preſent enormous. 
ack fund, without calling upon the publick for an 
Further affiſtance. And it is hoped, that even Fram 
that flight ſketch, ſuch an, undertaking will appear 
not ſimply practicable and rational, but actually — 
ductive of the ſeveral great national advantages here 
beld forth. It hath been ſaid that the weaker part of 
the poor may likewiſe be furniſhed with uſeful — 
from the ſame. undertaking, ſo as to ſubſiſt them⸗ 
ſelves, and thereby caſe the publick of the burden of 
maintaining them; all except the. really impotent. 
But the particular conſideration. of hg laſh: 1 Will 
fall in afterwards +, 1 


Of 


Suppreſi- | It remains to point out the manner in = this 5 10 


2 * ſaid undertaking would operate towards the ſup⸗- 
Ns preſſion of beggary and theft. With regard to.beg- 
02d I ary, that would be completely ſuppreſſed and 6-1 
1 on the very day when the publick ſhould 
iſſue notice, that wages or ſubſiſtence was ready to be 
1 to all the poor, who ſhould repair to a certain 
pecified place in each county, there to be employed: 
| For ſuch notice would immediately cut off that only. 3 2 
or means which the poor employ at preſent, ſucceſsfully; 


Either beg ay ſtarve.“ But, in ſuch event, no one 
| v eculd be ſo infatuated as to give his money, for the 
TY evident Purpoſe of prejudicing himſelf with the com- 
munity. And, when alms-giving ceaſes, begging 
Will ceaſe of courſe... This was the method uſed by 
the Netherlanders for ſuppreſſing -beggary. - They, 
under great difficulties, as bath been mentioned, iſſued 
e notice * proper * Was s provided . 
n 
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| becauſe truly, to draw liberal alms from the tender 
hearted rich, Thar: they cannot find employ, and mufſt 


16 Be 10 might eier ſubhſtenee : though. the more to „ 


1 LY 5 


ls poche and char all ſuch) as were eg — 


Toes weak minds, th a penalty on all ſy 
as ſhould give any Prirte alms. And, ſince — 


day chat ſuch publick notice was iflved, not one beg-. 


|| 5 5 5 oh gar has ever. appeared in thoſe ſtreets, which, but il 


. before, were ſo crouded with them 


The 


Ang in ſuch caſe, theſe, juſtices, each in their 4 
tive Gltricke, attended bo their conſtables, and certain 


. properly. informed inhabitants in each pariſh, ſhould. 


_ viſit; every one houſe within ſuch. diſtrict, omitting 


none, .bur. more. particularly examining 3 as are 


5 of a Tuſpicious . reputation; and there minutely en- 
_, quire, and. regiſter the name, age, ſex, condition, 
Way 


| lite, or employ,. of every. individual reſiding 


The fame Paſha and notice would. operate Of weft 
; with equal effect, in ſuppreſſing, theft, with every 3 

her diſorder. provided that our trading juſtices © 
"ſhould be firſt ſoppre ed; and juſtices, 0 the de- 
ſeription given in the firſt part, ſhould de ſubſtituted 
„ In their ſtead: for that is, a condition without which | 
_ there e can be no reform ſof this or any other abuſe. 


nd other 
iſorder 


jo ; therein, either conſtantly or caſually: (The Nether- 


1 landers lettered and numbered each houſe on the out- 


ice in their great cities, for the ſake of exactneſs in 


office, which f is to provide employ for the poor of that 


wh their regiſter.) All} ſuch, as. ſhould on this viſitation 


appear . to be idle, or without an ; uſeful employ, 


or diſorderly, mould. be ſerved with an order or 


ticket, to be delivered by him or them at the proper 


county : ſuch tickets to be entered there, and a report 


| returned thereof to the reſpective juſtices. Theſe 
viſits of the juſtices and their attendants being fre- 


835 9 repeated at the beginning, it will be impoſ- 


ble that any one idle or diſorderly perſon ſhould 


5 eſcape notice. And, if it ſhould be diſcovered by 


the returns, that any one or mote perſons had not 


delivered their order at the proper office, then dili- 
We e n ſhould be ge ms. ſuch a in 


order 


8 


— — 


refent parochial ones are; they being indeed 
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 Vvilr by the Netherlatiders, 'by them ter ; 
 "- hid ar the common expence and for the" ule 8 
n A Whole province, equal to 4 cbonty Wick Us. 
Acoudty This county-houſe'of cortection tuft feet 
wie © " confiderable/ edifice ; ſurrounded” with. his? 
For the purpoſe of preventing ecape. It.! 


” \ 
— ·» ] u . > — > 2 - 
— E Ke a ee. —— 2 — 2 
» 
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ent the communication of the two ſexes; "And 


two of more apartments, to ſeparate the diff 
of offenders: for a common mixture 


* 00 IT OS gs, er” 
. 


thefe is 


5 Se are not ro het loch houſey: of cee . 180 
dlcule upon that uſeful Jſtitution.— de Houſes e 
FCortection here meant are ſuch as ee 30+ ' 


get apainſt reform. The virtue of this ſti. 


8. be a d | 


ould be ; 
ly ſeparated into two MAbs, ro thoroughly / 


Saen of theſe was diviſions wer de bad tt 
nes _ 


= totiou will depend conſiderably on a proper; endſee 
1 105 ok the vfficers' who ate to condu@ and gefern it; 
ma who ſhould be men of a fem and keit nnd. 
=. Without brutality. A ſtrict and exact ſubortitnation in 1 
a office wiltbe there as requiſite'as In 4 garriſon rantly 


ſes, from rhar of the rotntmlty, a fort bf tf. 
nal power might be proper If veſted in thoſe of 
"av" ding, however, under 

quent inſpet ion of the juſtices 3 in the e 
publick to de admitted by a ticker from the juſtices 


de ſerictly prohibited from giving * trione) 
fink to the confined.” arg 
Method As the rational objedt of this in 
of cor- puniſh, but to cortect, amend, and reform the pee- 
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offenders. here is, to chuſe the means moſt proper rd produce 


that effect. As to hard labour, in dreffing hemp or = 


chere, ir is doth Jult and rational ; is thereby the 


offender 


| befieged. And, av'the government and regulation  }- 
_ would de different, both in its JP = | 


to viſit and infpect the manners of the hade: but to 
7 chest, bf ws 


A tution is, bor 10 5 


rectiog cant part of the community, i as to Wii chem 
- andre „ 
orderly members of ſoclety, the grand coninderatiaag 


e contro ank Free = * 
1 


; b 8 . , 
E409 | Pl F 
4 = * F J 4 a 
\ * 4 * of + 
x: i 4 * * ö q % N e 
= : i . 


ans will be ** to earn n on e 


8 5 without burthening the community, and alſo to make 
ſoms atonement for the offence he has committed: 
but, in the way” of reform, that operation will work 
but Cightly. Par leſs will whipping, && any ſuch 
bodily torture, Tetve to reform nature, or evil habit. 
To ene change of that kind, the mind muſt be 
 . wrought upon, as well as the body, by art; in the 
ke manner as we fee. it ſucceſsfully uſed on the ani- 
mals which we ftile brutes. It is not by 8 3 
and torture that man ſubdues nature in the 1 ht7 
elephant, when brought within his power, No! 
Torture would but enrage him to make mire of the 
- wretched: keeper beneath his weighty foot, or to daſn 
cut his foul by a ſtroke of his proboſcis. But it is 
art that tames him. He is made to feel the power 
of irreſiſtable hunger: food is held out to him, on 
condition he will ſubmit to che will of man; other- 
VWoi:iſe not. Leſs than a month ſuffices to change his 
nature: he bends his ſtubborn knee to receive the 
puny animal upon his lofty back: at firſt he ſtalks 


ſullenly along: but ever after he willingly obeys the 


voice of his rider: and he will riſk his life in de- 
flence of his feeder, It is this art that teaches the 
5 ſtrong and fierce lion to lick the hand of man, whom 
nature deſtined for his prey. And, by theſe means, 
is the towering falcon brought to ſeek the lure, which 
the once ſhunned. And if one month of ſuch diſci- 
EE pline can ſuffice to change nature herſelf in the moſt 


mighey and ferocious animals, will it not ſuffice to 


change evil habit in human nature; where, reaſon 


1 | being more acute in its feelings, the paſſions of hope 
and fear are more eaſily , and lecke ee 


; | upon? * 1 0 
3 Vet, 5 we were to reaſons Ra the nature. and nn 
. Th of our practice on the Engliſh. commonalty, we cruel 


ould conclude, that they were of a nature more vi- 8 | 


3 -. cioully. indomitable chan the elephant, the lion, or Eaglim 


5 1 115 7 Sein thaty's to. reſtrain themcommons _ Fe, 
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law, aſhamed to diſcover the nakedneſs of the land, dic 
ſitrain a point to diſmiſs above one half of the guilty that 


= aly vin , | Mo rage: | » « ha” 2 8 
= + Airy that this want of ſucceſs in our practice 45 not o mg 


to the indomitable ſavageneſs of their nature, but 
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©. from theft and other diſorders, every experiment ß 
power and art hath heen tried in vain ; by cruel im- 
pPriſonments under each hardſhip. that nature, human 


or brutal, is capable of feeling, in goals and in juſti- 


tia galleys, bY baniſnment, and by numerous brutal 


executions every year: yet ſtill the evil increaſes z. 


all our gaols abe overglutted 2 and half, the Briciſh 
navy, converted into juſtitia galleys, would ſcarce ſu . 
nice to contain all our Engliſn penitents, unleſs the, 


\ 


VEIL 


are brought before it, by even our knaviſh and ne- 
gligent magiſtrates, In fine, under our preſent pra- 

tice, there appears no effectual remedy againſt thiev⸗- 
ing and theſe diſorders, but by extirpating and ex- 


* 


terminating the breed of Engliſh commonalt y. 


= Engl But, ip vindication of human nature, and particu- 


com mon- 


larly of our commonalty, I ſhall undertake to ſhow 


to the irrational, ſlaviſh; and tyrannical methods that 
have been practiſed upon them, by the moſt deſpotic 

moſt unfeeling and unrelenting government that 
human nature was ever ſuhjected to. And this true 


* * 


\ ; 


„ 
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* Whoever is acquainted with the nature of the Britiſh conſti:: 
tution muſt. know ar, under certain poſſible or probable cir- _ 
cumftances, that conſtitution preſents to a King of Britain the 
means or opportunity of aſſuming a power over the people, more 
abſolute and uncontrouled than the King of any other country 
_ can poſſeſs; becauſe this conſtitution. alone preſents a ſcreen to - 

ſuch King againſt the reſentment: of the people, on account of 
any ahuſe committed by him in the exerciſe of that deſpotic 
power. Prudence, therefore, calls upon the people of Britain,. 
above all people on earth, to- be cautious of preſenting to their 


br $19 » 41 Kings the opportunity of aſſumin ſuck power. which moſt 


4, / 


potentiir facra fames ?® Becauſe ſuch unlimited power veſted in 


Kings are Watchful to catch at, Sid non Regalia peter g cogir 
ay human being, who; by his fituatiany is placed above the —- 


feelings of other men, muſt be productive of horrid effects. 
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6 and nature U Fre Sie, at the 155 time nx: out 95 
the nature of the remedy. For a, remedy there js oF 
15 an efficacious, and an eaſy one 


It hath been ſhown, hi dns in what manner che 
poor or commonalty of this country firſt came to 


. deprived, in a certain degree, of their wonted 
meeans of ſubſiſtence, through that extravagance and 
__ - Indigence of the great, firſt introduced by unbound- 
© ed commerce. It hath likewiſe been ſhown how that 
indigence a 
led chem to veſt. the Crown with an unconſtitutional 


and conſequent venality of the great firſt, 


power; as alſo, how the Crown, in order to confirm 


1 extend that unconſtitutional power over the 
Zh 2 promoted luxury amongſt them, inſtead of 


diſcoutaging it; and particularly that mentioned ſpe- 


: cies of luxury, carriage-keeping; which, by Wen 


verting our formerly arable lands into paſture: did 


thereby further increaſe the diſtreſs: of the poor to 
the preſent ſtate, when above one half part of our 
commmonalty is altogether void of W It hath 
been further ſhown, how a generous publick, de- 
ſiirous to relieve that diſtreſs of the commonalty fo. 
far as it had power, ſubjected itſelf to a tax, which, 
in its preſent amount, exceeds the ſtanding revenue 
of moſt ſtates. But even this generous bounty f 
. publick hath been diverted from the uſe of the 


poor, by that ſame government ; which, aſſuming to 


itſelf the whole power of directing this, in like man- 
ner as every other publick fund, hath employed it 
in ſuch a manner, as that the poor have received lit- 
tile or no benefit or relief from it: ſeeing that, as 
| hath been ſhown, one half of this enormous 1 1 
hath long been, and ſtill is, waſted upon purpoſes 
that do not in any ſenſe or | conſtruction tend to the . 
relief of the poor; and the other half is, throug h 
the ſame management, waſted in ſuch an idle, itra- 
_  - tional, and incolerably tyrannical manner inpariſh work- - 


- houſes, chat a great part of thoſe poor who ate, by 


h the law, entitled to participate in that publick bounty, = 
85 1 N reject 
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1 regect it upon theſe illaviſh terms; nk naher; aha: Z 
to join themſelves with that other part of their 
wretched community, who, being excluded by the 
law from all participation in the publick bounty, are 
3 placed in the ſtate of una voidable neceſſity, to ſubs 

ſiſt life, by the Wy” Eun,” of either begging To Bon 
Nraling. N 


Of his faig 4 truely” a haſt of our. com- 


monalty, happy are thoſe whom nature, fortune, or 

art, hath gifted with the means of exciting the com. 

paſſion of 2 ſtill generous publick; which; weeks . 
_ ſanding its being burthened otherwiſe with ſuch a2 


grievous tax collected for the pretended purpoſe 


relieving the poor, yet being in ſome ſhape conſcious: 
that this fund is ſomehow groſsly miſapplied, fill. 
opens its hands eee retrieve the manner ONT - „ 
e of vag ,,, BTL po a nag EP 
„„ With regard to the rendinizig: pare of u pally: "OY 
Es unprovided claſs. of our unemployed commonalty,: 
which is not qualified to obtain a ſubſiſtence by vagrant 
begging, and which is, indeed, exceeding numerous, 
they ſtand literally and abſolutely in this unavoidable 
15 predicament, without any ſort of alternative or choice, 
either to ſteal or ſtarve. And this great number of 
ell our thus deſperatly ſituated commonalty is till fur- 
ther increaſed by another abuſe of our government, 
that hath likewiſe been mentioned; the committing 
the execution of our laws, and the preſervation of | 


our peace and good order, to thoſe infernal trading 


juſtices; who, inſtead of preventing or diſcouraging 
thoſe crimes, actually do promote and encourage 
them, by holding 1 4 ſafety and impunity to all _ 
ſuch, as, by dexterity. and ſucceſs in the practice 
thereof, ſhall be able to gratify the avarice of the 
magiſtrate. . And every one individual who ſhall; = 
through ſuch: encouragement, once enter into. that 
Path, is, under the preſent circumſtances, as effec- 
1 en fs . N cut: Hoek "wo. ark coor 
5 | 2 0 1 O 


wy 


Ny of. n it, 48 thoſe, others are, whom -neceffity 


iy id eo" force into it. 


When we ſhall duly . = allow, 1 juſt 1 


| ca to thoſe two cauſes of theft, we ſhall — 5 
Account for the preſent great abundance of thieves 
| and-diforderly perſons in this country, otherwiſe than | 
by  afligning+it to a naturally vicious diſpoſition in 


our commonalty. And when we ſhall, in like man- 


e ner, weigh the nature of that cauſe which chains ang 


Tivets.them down to a continuation of. thoſe crimes 


and diſorders, we ſhall be enabled. to account for the 
' want of ſucceſs in all thoſe methods that have been 
76. employed by our government to reform them, without 
aſſigning it to the indomitably ſavage diſpoſition of 


that commonalty. | For, in plas language, what is 


5 the vice that government attempts to, reform, or what 


is the erime it ſo cruelly. puniſ es in our commonal- 


ty? The anſwer is plain and ready. Their vice is 


Zungen: and their crime is the gratifying that irre- 
ſiſtable demand of nature, by the only poſſible means 


In their power, teig. Can reaſon or humanity 
ſuppoſe that goals and juſtiia galleys, with all their 
- -tortures, can cure the vice of hunger? Hanging is 
indeed a moſt effectual remedy for that vice; and it 
is the only effectual remedy in our whole preſent 
ſyſtem of practice: and, for that reaſon, if this ſame 


1 ſyſtem muſt. needs be continued, that fo. only ef- 


n 


fectual remedy ought to be alone made uſe of and 


applied, untill there ſhall not be left remaining one 
__ Alingle. thief, that is to lay, one ſingle unprovided or 
e E ee, poor perſon, in all England. And upon 
ttzheſe terms, the ſooner that only effectual remedy 
mall be applied, the better it will be, both for theſe 
e ſufferers themſelves, and for. rhe.” reſt of the 


community. It is a clear caſe that they, who, poſſeſſing 1 


the Whole powers of government, together with ſuch 

A fund, have ſo. long employed thoſe horrid and 

_ rbarous Portege of Ws e and other ſuch 
. Ho 3 © _ diſorders 


t 6 1 


aſprders in dur r commonalty, are fuck” as; never l 
4 Jo bunger or humanity s. 94 277 


But a generous and Fewhang poblieck vill r 


no longer ſit paſſive, and behold the commonalty 
thus ſtatved, tortured, and hanged into utter exter- 
wination; more particularly 4s this publick is al- 
ready poſſeſſed of th 
remeqy all this, without putting, itſelf either to 
trouble or expenſe. For, what is the natural 10 | 
_ effeAual remedy for ' hunger 2 Food,” And what is 
the natural and effectual means. 0 prevent either 
man or beaſt from ſtealing food? To give it them 
voluntarily. "And it is clearly evident, chat it Would 
 "coft the publick not a Thilliog: of expenſe to thus 
futniſh neceſſary food, through the channel of ue. 
ful employ, to theſe poor wretches ; not only, be. 
cauſe the aforeſaid bounty or poor tax would Won, 
bs properly. applied, ſuffice to*p ö 
bur preſent idle poor of every . 
becauſe it will appear. that, provided the publick _ 
hall thus be prevailed on to hold forth, to cheſe 


natural and effectual means to 


ay and employ all 
deſcription; Bot alſo, 


preſent idle and through that diſorderly part of our 


commonalty, the means of ſubſiſting honeſtly through . 3 


labour, either upon the ſubject here propoſed, 5 
on any. other ſubject that ſhall, upon conſidera- 


tion, be deemed more proper, the publick will... 
8 their accepting this. proffer of pay and labour, „ 
fave a very great expenſe which it at preſent pays 
to government, for the purpoſe of fo torturing and 
"Hanging thoſe ſame wretehes, without producing. —_— 
deſired effect: an expenſe which, if it thould be 
H ſaved, will nearly ſuffice of itſelf to pay and em. 
55 ploy y all thoſe preſent thieves and plunderers. OE 


And that this ſaid expenſe may and can be hi 5 


bed is N e the TY 855 "_w © 1g 1 0 
1 WP 


* Our las 3 jodges a Pi. upon as mea! 


; ; 15 e feel the hard conflict Which this preſent mode of r 155 
kauaſes A their r n olle and 1 e 5 
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pay and employ to the preſent idle, rderl 


Poor, and ſhall at the ſame time change and reform 


Deut preſent corrype. and, knaviſh/ or uſeleſs Juſtices 


„ 
A A . 
© 


[ 


2 


- © hardened, deſperate, and profligate of our thieves, 
Feformed and changed into honeſt, ſober, and in- 
Juſtrious citizens: and there can be neither reaſon 
Nor Juſtice in confining them beyond ſuch period. 
For that reaſon, their ſentence of confinement ſhould 
never be 7 to any certain ſpecified time: that 
mould be left open, a blank to be filled up in the 
Future, at their own option, or according to their 


of the Peace, in the manner here propoſed. For, 


S p 1 4 OS 7; 0 (fas 7, fi . 34 Fd 

Within Teſs than one month after publick notice ſhall 
be given of ſuch pay and employ to be had at 4 
_ #pecified place in each county, above two "third 


5 TV!. A080 70G. „7Cͤöĩð ́ ĩ:,[J.CxÄ 3 e 1 38 9 
- = of thoſe who at preſent. infeſt us with their 
1 epredations will have. voluntarily [repaired to honeſt 


Through that rational mode of diſeipine which, as 
| Hath be h 


R 


_ Lional manner, will, in lels time, ſend forth the moſt 


Fx 
i 


on behaviour; guamdia /e- male geſſerint; and to be 

dadetermined by the voice of the government of the 
 * Houſe itſelf, ſanctioned by the approbation of the 

Vilitiog juſtices in the county. A choice this, fir for 

_ © Fational beings; and highly conducive to reform; 

it works upon the ſubjects hopes and fears; thoſe 
Ml powerful moyers of the human will and actions. 


” 


v 
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And. A being: diſmiſſed thus 1 got on 4 
the footing as they are at preſent from our gaols 5 
and zuſtitia galleys, to again Real or ſtarve, but upon 
0 the Practicable, rational, and juſt terms of work and 
„pay, will moſt probably. continue honeſt and in- 
[if © guſtrious citizens, for all their lives after: holding 
i _, , ever before their eyes the utter impoſſibility : of eſcaping | 
for even..a week the watchful eye of vigilant) ma- 
giſtrates; and that the certain conſequence of being 
—_ See cted 7 in vice muſt be a double doſe of that un: 
. palatable medicine, ſtarving within a dreary, ſolitary, 
Aar cell, in the ſevere . of Correction z . od 
1 ther ſuch regimen. 1 op 
It is moſt reaſonable, nay, we may certalnif con: | 
. clode, that within leſs than one year after commenc- 4 
jpg this eaſy, rational, and effectual practice, there 2 
will not be found in this mighty metropolis, nor 3 5 
the kingdom, a fingle thief or diſorderly perſon.” OF 
cCourſe that great expenſe which our. government In i 
the publick to at preſent, for the purpoſe of con- 
7 fHining and'torturing ſuch numbers dap fellow citi- 
RMS 7 gaols, and "Juftitia galleys; of hanging them 
by ſcores hke unto mangey: dogs, for the unpardon-. 
; Able” crime. of „ and, . is the Rent 5 ; 
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. 5 6 Wehr cruel ad hiſt 5 will heath 7 
„ e to employ and feed theſe f wretches = 
honeſt induſtry, 
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vernment which it enjoyed before the time when che 
pojuſt, hand of power wreſted from the people their 


pnder” whoſe. magiſtracy no theft or, diſorder could 
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By ſuch means Ag the king dom. of En OF. be OR 
reſtored to that ſtate of exact BO. and 1 0 5 go- 


watchful hl thoſe confervators of the DES; 


l 8 WF Engliſh SORRY would en 1 
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wp to that. true. RIP and diſpoſition which they 
receive from nature, when, not ſcourged into vice by 
the iron hand of power and ſtrong oppreſſion * 
and which is that of, the moſt bluntly honeſt, the 
moſt ingenuous, the. moſt - truly brave, induſtrious, . 
and ingenious commonalty of any nation on this. 
globe, (Which 1 myſelf can, from perſonal knowledge 4 
Pouch, as having ſeen moſt of them,) excepting, 


1 thoſe often mentioned eee and By: 
„ their fathers*. 


5 And having thus peinted 6» are 10 
op the rational and effectual ee 15 reforming 
our "Engliſh commonalty, and thereby completely 
ſuoppreſling theft with all other ſuch diſorders, we 
now proceed to more particularly point out the ways 
and means whereby that remaining part of our idle 
poor, which is not equal to the toils of agriculture, 
. be e . As. 1 mall be enabled to 
maintain 


* hs 1 be * by matter to add, 1 0 a variety of other 
Feircumſlances, that theſe Netherlanders are the U of the 1 of 
„ , _ original Engliſh, Here it ſhall ſaffice to ſay, that the marks of 
| that affinity fill remain in the Engliſh language when analized, 

in the common names of money and of places, in the ſurnames 
of families, and even in the features of the countenance: but, 
above all, in their common ardent love of liberty and of com- 
merce. Both of which theſe Netherlands enjoyed to a degree N 
exceeding any other ſtate, ever until their Sovereign Fhales, 
ſurnamed the Vth. ſucceeded to the throne of Spain; then like - 
wife a free ſtate; but altogether anconneQed in every part of 
4 popular government with thoſe Netherlands, That gallant, | 
. but ungenerous, and unjuſt tyrant, availed himſelf of ce 3d 
vantage preſented him by that circumſtance, to ſubject both theſe 
— Rates-19 his ſole will and power. He firſt employed his coun- 
 '- . trymen, the Netherlanders, to euflave the Spaniards; and then he 
made uſe of the Spaniards to enſlave the Netherlanders. Their 
commerce they totally loſt by the yranny of his ſoo Philip. 
_ Behold how our fathers came to loſe their 5 5 f and commerce. 
ames the I. who united the crowns of Eagland and Scotland in 
is own perſon, endeavoured to produce a national union by ever 
incaleating on the Engliſh Parliament this doctrine, unus rer, 
una grex, et una lex. Our hiſtorians have vied in repreſenting that 
king a tyrant, as well as a fool: this one doctrine denotes him 
| neither. The anion of all his ſupjects i is the maxim of a truliyx 
-  patriotick king: % de of impera 18 the maxim n and charaderiſtick | 
E 2 WE An | 7 


* 


* { 
* % > 
2 : 
% : 
2 


4 o , p £ : 
# x N 5 ' ( 
i ek - | | 
8 $97» W N „ J 
i . * 10 of Fg - 7 ; 
d 14 *F P e . e ; 5 1 | f 8 
* * ' * 7 * . 4 . : 4 
= $1 8 1 t 
” : 4 — 
$ * 


matais or fublift themſelves, and thereby relieve 
tte publick from chat butden. It may appear pro- 
„per that allthis haſt mentioned part of the idle poor 
mould, in each county, be collected” and fettled in 
one, two, or more places,. where molt cohvenient; 
put the cheapeſt and ſimpleſt Kind of buildings may 
be erected fof lodging them; under diſcreet managers 
br houſekeepers, (not ſuch as our preſent pariſh'over- 
 feers and contractors) acting by the ditection and 
_ 1nſpection of the general county board: and by regu- 
latſons judiciouſly framet.” For the firſt year it may 
not be ſo poſſible to ſettle this part of. the poor on a2 
 - __Þregular footing; but, ſo ſoon as a ſufficient Rock of _ 
 -  hernp and flax ſhall be raiſed from the new cultivated 
Hands, they can then be placed upon a proper plan 
of earning their, own ſubliſtence through their la. 
bour; by dealing out to each of them a portion of 
thoſe articles, either for the firſt dreſfing, or for 
making into threads for various purpoſes; and by 
paying them à value adequate to tfteir labour; en 
which earnings each of them ſhould ſubſiſt, and find 
themſelves in every article, ſaving houſe rent, in the 
7 beſt manner they can: for this is the only means ß 
introdueing induſtry amongſt the poor. There is no 
A4 doubt that the publick will hold reſpect to bodily 
infirmity; and make a, proper allowance for it: 
though, even there, a prudent regard ſhould be held 
0 circumſtatices; as reported by the managers of 
#1: - thole poor, to the general county board; and under 


C 


£ 


che perſonal inſpection of ſome members, 
Ick here fill remains one part of the community in 
2 great meaſure unprovided for. And being ſenſible « 
That a humane and generous publick readily hearkens 
1 to every propoſal, that tends to the relief of any truly _ 
| , __aftrelſed parc of the community, 1 ſhall venture to 
#! -. - pelpectable Netherlanders, and in their country alone; 
and which can never be ſufficiently praiſed and ad- 
mired. It is a fort of female ſociety or ſiſterhood, 


7 * | 
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ee det 1 ns or profeſſed. - | They 
Begrint, and of ſuch. ſocieties there are 
"ok or more eſtabliſhed within each large city, or in 
the immediate neighbourhood thereof. Their dwel- 
- Iings are endloſed within a wall, with gates, for the 
_ ſake of keeping good order: and conſiſt of many/Hev 
Parate tenements, contrived to accommodate ſome 
of them two and others four or fiyt female inmates 
ing together, according as it may ſuit their dif- 
ferent humours, er convenience. Theſe Beguins re:. 
5 . ceive nd charity or alliſtance of any kind from te 
on” a _ publick? neither have they a common. ſtock : but 
75 ___ each maintains herſelf i in the beſt manner ſhe can, 
2 _herown earnings, from ſowing, or working lace, from 
| | Finn g, or what elſe offers in an honeſt way, Each 
" reſident pays a ſmall ſum to the publick, in the way 1 
of rent: the: whole of which together ſuffices to de- — 
fray the neceſſary expenſes of repairing and keeping b 
3 bone clean; of paying ſalaries to 2 of- 
dee ror. preſerving order, and commonly of one 
. | -_ . chaplain, 80 that the publick is put to no expenſe, 
. Ws” after firſt building this aſylum. The Beguins are 
x: 8 permitted to go abroad into the world to look for e 
| - employ; though even then their condutt is watched: 3 
0 within the walls they are obliged to obſerve, the - pp 3 
ſtricteſt decorum and decency : ſeeing that, if any 5 1 
x a. tranſgreſs, they would be immediately de- 
| livered:over to the police. And, this being the caſe, 
many women of ſmall fortune, or who are reduced 
by "diſtreſs; retire into thoſe ſocieties; where they 
p a thoſe days comfortably, which otherwiſe ey 
muſt have paſt in miſery and folitude, 

Now, in the caſe that an active mains. ſuch 1 
a8 hath been here deſcribed, ſhould be eſtabliſned in To MY 
ww country, it is ne that à proper diſcharge ; wh 
of that office muſt deprive a multitude of unfortunate - 

_ females, of what is indeed an Infamous and deteſtable 
| ſubſiſtence 5 - but which, as it is at preſent their only 


en of ee Fwy taken wow. them, "_ 
mu 


. A go T 5s 
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: mut literally ſtarve; if no. bed ſhould be made 
dot them by the publick. For no family would re- 
ORs ceive them in any ſtation immediately from their pre- 
ſent ſtate! of life, and, as to the common work ⸗ 
houſes that might de appointed to receive the weakly 
r in general, many of theſe ſame 1 | 
| females, who have been well-born and zeduc 
would rather put an end to their miſerable exi — ad hs 
than go there. It is, therefore, ſuggeſted. merely as 
2 @ hint, Whether @ few ſuch locietics, in the nature 
. of thoſe deſcribed above, eſtabliſned about the me 
weropolis, and one or more in each county, where fe 
males might be admitted at the firſt, without over- 
curious enquiries, fo long as they deported; them 
ſelves decently, would not form an eſtabliſhment 
worthy of this nation. At firſt, chey might poſſibly 
require a little aid from the humane : But, ſo.ſoon 
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might not a manufactory - of lace be eſtabliſhed by 
hs means, in this country, as well as in 7 5 5 
from whence we purchaſe it. But, through theſe 
ſocieties, as through an imperceptible and. unnoticed 
Channel, many -of: theſe well: born unfortunate: . 
males might again glide into the world; many would 
be ſaved from theſe deſtructive paths; and many, at 
preſent ſolitary and wretched females, would find an 
agreeable ſociety... The firſt building would be the . 
only expenſe that the publick would. be put ta. 
Nevertbelels, as hath deen ſaid, this is aui a li 
ſuggeſted. + 

With Fand to the. poor e wha are at, pre- 
a reared by the different pariſhes, they would great- | 
mm KITS, o ſoon as their n ovld Ser into 
) 0 Ta wy 


1 dlãs a ſufficient quantity of flax could be raiſed in this 

= . ; country, they would be furniſhed with the means of 

4 [4X lubſiſting themſelves. without any ſort. of aſſiſtance. 

Wl And it may poſſibly be conſidered, whether, by means 
4 if pl ſuch ſocieties, together with the weakly poor in 
7 ' he work-houſes,: a fHouriſhing linen manufactoryß 
. might not be eſtabliſhed 3 in this country. Nay, why 
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av of ſubliſting een For ſome 18 
ever, the publick muſt continue ſubjected to that 
_ expenſe, And theſe children might be collected and 
reared, in two or more hoſpitals in each county. 
ot, however, in the manner they ate reared by our 
8 pariſh overſeers; in ſqualor, filth, idleneſs, 
and ſloth; their whole time and attention being em- 
ployed i in learning to read and write, they acquire 
the knowledge of no one thing that can render them 
any way uſeful in that line of life to which their birth 
unavoidably binds them. Therefore, no one will 
take them off the hands of theſe overſeers, hut ſuch. 
as mean to benefit by the trifling bounty, and to get 
rid of the poor young deſerted wretches as ſoon as 
they can, by ſtarving and cruelty. Inſomuch that 
it would be far more humane in theſe overſeers if, 
When determined to turn them out, they would at 
once knock them on the head. Whereas, if that 
time and attention ſhould be employed in learning, 
" proper teachers, ſuch things as would fall in, 
and be uſeful to them in their future line of life, to- 
gether with eleanlineſs, neatneſs, and activity, their 
duty to their Maker, and to thoſe who needs muſt 
be their ſuperiors in this life, they would be far 
more uſeful to themſelves, and to ſociety, without 
that, to them, uſeleſs, nay, pernicious, qualification | 
of reading and writing: which only teaches them to 
entertain a high conceit of themſelves ; to be diſcon- 
_ rented. with Providence for placing them in a ſitua- 
tion ſo much beneath their merit; and to be ſullenly 
inſolent to their employers; whom they think no bet- 
ter than themſelves, becauſe they know no more. 
Every one, who has ſtudied this es claſs of life, 
"mot have obſerved the humility and ſubordination : 
which the abſence of this, to them uſeleſs and per- 
nicious accompliſhment, ae in thoſe of them who | 


axe ſo happy as to want it. e 
Ap now, having gone over the whole ground, of * 


5 Poor en, * its ie inſtitution to its 
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Mech fate ovale; pernicious and: deſttuRive. fate; it 1 
N Wc ye comes neceſſary to ſum up and contract the whole, 
UN hole Which the nature of our ſubject hath diffuſed 5 
ſubject. diſſipated, into one point of view; to the end. that, 
bp cleariy underſtanding and agreeing upon the na- 
ture, the cauſes, and the preſent extent of the ma- 
lady, we may, in conſequence thereof, more . 
ly agree upon the neceſſity and nature of that re- 0 
medy which alone can reſtore ſanity to this dreadfully = 
diſtempered part of the body politick; Which e 
muſt term the trunk, as containing the vital parts: _ 
and which, together with every other part, limb, _ 
and member of that body, hath of late, by the de- 
_ teſtable practices of wicked 'empiricks, been thrown 
into a ſtate of univerſal corruption; inſomuch that 
one of thoſe limbs hath actually dropped off from 
this putrid trunk; another is nearly ſevered; and 
only the greateſt Keil! and addreſs can ever reſtore 
it to any real uſe: whilſt-a third, far more valuable 
than both theſe is, through the ſame curſed. . 
tices, conſuming and waſting away, in the laſt- 
of a gangrene. The cure of this laſt valuable me 
- is at preſent undertaken by (a phenomenon in this coun- 
40 try) a regular graduate, a truely conſtitutional ſtare 
phyſician; whom the wretched patient, when almoſt in 
58 her laſt paroxyſms, hath been lately prevailed on to 
call in. His ſkill and integrity there is no rational 
ground to queſtion. And yet the unhappy patient, 
having been ſo. often before cheated by the deluſive 
| Promiles of deceitful quacks, ſubmits to his prac- Ry 
rice, with caution and diffidence; as doubting that 
he too, like the others, may in the end turn out a 
cheat. Whilſt this diffidence is the greateſt obſtacle 
do her cure: for what phyſician can do good, unleſs 
4 his patient ſhall repoſe a confidence in kit 75 5 
But as a confidence in this our ſtate phyſician i is 
„ indiſpenſably. neceſſary to the ſucceſs of the +l 
lar remedy here propoſed, as welt as of every other 
| remedy to our numerous l it becomes herr 
. e a prin- 
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1 n object, on n chat account, to eſtabliſh ſock: 7 


a publick confidence in him. And can any one un- 


biaſſed perſon, on rationally conſidering the caſe and 
fltuation of that admirable ſtateſman, admit a — 7 
of his integrity and ſincere diſpoſition to do the ut- 

- moſt in his power to benefit his country; and to do 
no one act to her prejudice. Conſcious, as he is, thats > 
it was the voice of the people alone, through their 


repreſentatives, that forced him, ' againſt the moſt 
extreme repugnance, into the truſt and power of 
_ ſerving his. country; and conſeious, as he likewiſe 
s, that it is this voice alone, that doth continue him 

in that truſt and power; can we ſuppoſe there is any 
thing on earth that could influence him 'to- forfeit 


that ſame confidence, which thus can alone continue 
iq in the. capacity of acquiring the moſt brilliant, 
the moſt truely and highly eſtimable good that hu- 
man nature is capable of either receiving or be- 

by ſtowing—the | glorious, the never-dying epithet of, 


' THE SAVIOUR or His CounTRY;' Which, but for 
kim, muſt have ſunk in ruin? Is even a crown, 


Eo nay, the crown. of the univerſe, equal to the glory 
bf that epithet, in the eſtimation of but an ordinary 


wiſe. man? And can we ſuppoſe, that what is 


beneath a crown can induce this man to, not only 
forfeit that dear honour, but to exchange it for the 
moſt deteſtable of all characters, a TRATTOR To mis. 


Counrkv, a betrayer of that truſt and confidence 
which tk 

ty ls there any part of his conduct that can war- 
rant ſuch, mean ſuſpicions? Was it the deſire of 


e repoſed on him in the hour of her extremi- 


pealth, or of any honour in the diſpoſal of the Crown, 
that influenced him to exchange his eaſe, together 


4 
— 


with that luxury and diflipation in which he bad 


been reared, for difficulty, for extreme toil, and wc 
utmoſt exertion that the human mind and body 


9 capable of? If wealth, or ſuch honours, had — al 
huis objeR,, he could readily have obtained them in 
„ * proffered ** of e But theſe he re. 
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ſome' more durable and 5 
the return of deſpotiſm, their only real ſafety reſts 
on ſupporting, by their confidence and countenance, 
chat one man, who hath ſo ſucceſsfully" delivered 
tem for the preſent. And T'prefume' to think} 
that no one will with hold this confidence from him 
Who ſhall candidly weigh in the balance” of reaſort . 
even the arguments that have been offered here ; _ 


Caving, unin 


"T3 


Jes ed ds diftuin': he eclerecd n. War . — 5 
mortal feud againſt deſpotiſm, as the ruiner of his 
country; and, almoſt alone, and unſupported. by- any” | 
Other human at beſides his own wonderful abilities, 
he dared ro confront that dreadful monſter, ſurround. 
cad by its numerous hoſts of "baſe ſtipendiaries: and. 
though once foiled and thrown to the ground by —_ 
.  , treachery ang deceit," he roſe again with freſh [ron 1 
to more ſucceſsfully renew the combat; and, pre- 
voailing therein, drove that deteſted offspring of bell PIR 
| from orth this land; to which nothing can freftore 
it, but the treachery: of its friends ſucceeding in the 
attempt to excite a diffidence of the na "this 1 
ö their patriorick geliverer, 7 + „„ 
It is fit and becoming, 9 it is er ert oe 
fary, that theſe truths ſhovld be known and vnder- 1 
tod, by every individual in this country, from the 
beggar on the dunghih to the king on the throne 
(for he with his numerous progeny have ſuffered, as 
Well as the people, mighty harm from this deſtruc⸗ 13 5 
tive ambitious Neſbodii;y to the end that, both the 
people and the Crown, being truely ſenſible of its 
_ horrid qualities, the one may carefully keep it at a 
diſtance, and the other may not be ready to Catch, 9 
by 31 fas et nefas, at any offefed occaſion. 5 
Alt preſent, and until the people mall eſkabliſ . 
ermanent ſecurity againſt 


which are ri ee ſuggeſted by the pute vic * 


— 


PF. I 


15 5 uenced, and diſintereſted 5 Pai 

by one who ig perfectiy unknowing of and unknoen 
by miniſters of ſtate: Who, entertaining no wiſhes te 
Ver Op * you” is moved ped neither wa ak nor . 5 
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d praiſe or condemn them; but forms his eſtimation 
bf them from their 1 1 of his country alone. 
Wpolly occupied as that great ftateſman is at 

- preſent, by the immibently 1 danger of that "3 

- UnportantIadian object, heis reſtrained by che nature of N 
dur excellent conſtitution from bringing forward oy 1 

other weighty concern; until 'thar one ſhall be fit: 

_ diſpatched, But, that he will, provided his life and 1 
the power of doing good ſhall continue, pay a due bw 

3 attention to that moſt important object, which is our 7 

pPeeſent ſübzect, there is no reaſon to doubt. In the = 

wean time], ſtill acting in the humble character of A 

zn individual contributing his mite towards the pub- 

luck good, may in ſome degree eaſe the load of that mi- 
- , niſter*s weighty burthen, by preparing the minds of tha 

-- publick, and attracting their attention to certain cir- 
 cumfſtances ; which, in this particular buſineſs, it is 
neceſſary to explain; but which might not 


” 


* 


Aa abſolutely ; ick 
be fo properly explained from his ſtation. n. 
Ie hath been faid, chat our pariſh Poor Syſtem was 
+ firſt deviſed, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, as the 
temporary remedy of an evil, which then firſt ſtarted 
|. vp ia this country; even the rage for unbounded - 
commerce; which, cauſing a partial decreaſe in 
- agriculture, deprived a part of the commonalty of 
their wonted means of ſubſiſtence; and thereby cauſed 
the neceſſity of inſtituting this pariſh poor ſcheme, 
ds a relief for the wants of ſuch part. It hath been 
- alſo ſaid, that this pariſh poor relief appears to have | * 
. been the beſt contrived remedy for that evil; which 
might have been conſidered, at that time, to be 
on of a tranſient nature; though it turned out other-- 
Fife. Nevertheleſs, fo long as this evil was confined 
Within the narroweſt poſſible bounds, and the re: 
medy therero was duly: applied, through a proper at- 
tention"of government, the community felt but little 
damage or inconvenience. therefrom. And ſuch 
proper gtrention was paid by government to both 
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ceonſtitutſonal weight in that government. But ſo 
5 2 people began to loſe that their conſtitu , 
duoonal weight, then did the attention of government, 
begin to relax, both with reſpe& to ie groe of 
i the evil itſelf, and the que application of its deſtined 
" remedy; Cauſe ſcientie patet. | And, of courle, in 
proportion as the direct power of the Crawn'in- 
creaſed, ſo did the growth of that ſaid evil increaſe; 
more eſpecially through the encouragement given to that 
deſtructive article of luxury, carrlage- Keeping; and, 
in like manner, did that groſs and inexculable mi- 
application of the ſaid deſtined remedy increaſe z un. 
| til they advanced together to the preſent degree of 
magnitude. But it muſt be remarked, that, not- 
' withſtanding every part of the community did, as ijt 
ever muſt, ſuffer grievouſly in conſequence of the 

| whole powers of government being ſo veſted directly 

in the Crown, yet was the ſhare of the poor in that 
ſuffering much heavier, in proportion to that of the 
rich; for this ſufficient reaſon, that, being poor, they ' 
were ſtill leſs capable of reſenting the abuſe of that 
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And, from what. hath been faid, it will appear, 


chat the ſituation or circumſtances of our preſent _ 


Poor Syſtem are become ſo exceedingly changed. 


That conſlitutional power of the people in their oma go: 
veryment did not, when alienated by their repreſentatives, paſs _ 
directly and entire to the Crown: but was ſhared betwixt it, 
and the great miniſters of ſtate ; Who, being. themſelves of the. 
people, did, in certain caſes, preſcribe limite to. the abſolute _ 
will of the Crown. But, when the Crown finds means to fully . 
tid itſelf of this one remaining. control, then doth the im. 
_ prudent Phaeton mount the ſplendid chr one's e - & | RR 
Potick power 


‚ 3 
e 


1 * E 


_ exalted ſeat, he turns the impetuous courſers of de | 
direct to the goal of his own ambition: and, laſhing themfuriouſly 
on, he converts the benign ſun of government into a baneful me- 
teor. portending ruin ag deftrattion'to Bums nature ; but, hig 
weak banks being unequal to the mighty tat of guiding thoſe 
xyeins, he quickly:lofes his courſe, ſometimes mounting too high, 
- and . too low; until, at laſt, the angry -thunders 


Fele of popylayreſentment bugly him inglorioully t0-the ear. 
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_ From the fituation, or circumſtances on which that 


| ginally inſtituted in the wiſe reign of Queen Eliza- 
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but it appears that, through the ſame 
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ceonſtitutjonal weight in that gov 
ſoon as the people began to loſe 
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magnitude. 
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| 7%, And, from what. hath been, ſai, it ill appear, = 
_ that the ſituation or circumſtances of our preſent 
ſo exceedingly changed, — 


That conſtitutional power of the people in their own go, 
vernment did not, when alienated by their repreſentatives, paſs _. 
directly and entire to the Crown: but was ſhared betwixt it, 
and the great miniſters of ſtate ; Who, being. themſelves of the 
people, did, in certain caſes, preſcribe limite to the abſolute 
will of the Crown. But, when the Crown finds means to fully 

_ rid itſelf of this one remaining control, then doth. the im- 

: es; mount the ſplendid car alone: proud of his 
exalted feat, he turns the impetuous courſers of deſpotick power 
direct to the goal of his own ambition: and, laſhing themfuriouſly 
on, he converts the benign ſun of government into a baneful me- 
teor. portending ruin and deſtruction io human nature; but, hig 
weak hands being unequal to the mighty taſ of guiding thoſe 
Fein, he quickly: loſes his courſe, ' ſometimes mounting too nig, 
and again deſcending too low; until, at laſt; the angry-thunders 
polt of popylar reſentment huxly him ingloriouly to-the earth =» 
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pverninent. But ſo 
that their” conſtitu , 
tional weight, then did the attention o government 
begin to relax, both with reſpe& to the growth of 
the evil urſelf, and the due application of "its deſtined 
remedy; Cauſe, feels pee. And, of courſe, in 
proportion as the dire& power? of the Crown in. 
TFreaſed, ſo did the growth of that ſaid evi increaſe; | 
more eſpecially through the encouragement given to that 15 
deſtructive article of luxury, carriage-keeping; and, 
in like manner, did that groſs and inexcuſable miſl- 
application of the ſaid deſtined remedy increaſe ; un-. 
til they advanced together to the preſent degree of 
„„ e. But it muſt be remarked, that, not- 
 - withſtanding every part of the community did, as it 
ever muſt, ſuffer grievouſly in conſequence of the 
whole powers of government being ſo veſted directly 
in the Crown, yet was the ſhare of the poor in that 
ſuffering much heavier, in proportion to that of the 
rich; for this ſufficient reaſon, that, being poor, they 
were ſtill leſs capable of reſenting the abuſe of that 
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- from, the ſituation, or circumſtances on which that 
ſpyſtem wag at firſt inſtituted, that the two ſyſtems are 
become two things. of a nature altogether different; 
gat leaſt, they beat no nearer relation! to each other, 

. - than what the graft of a tree bears to the ſtock there- 
bk; which may be of a quite different gennt. And, for 
that realon, our taking up the review of this ſyſtem, © 
io far back as the firſt inſtitution thereof, may appear 
tj have been ſuperfluous ; for that it would have been 
ſufficient ro take it up at its preſent ſituation. And, 
..” truely, it would have been thus ſuperfluous, but for 
tis one reaſon, that, by ſhowing the diſparity of cir- 
_cumſtance betwixt the two ſyſtems, we thereby cur 
off a plea of excuſe, or argument, in ſupport of our 
. + preſent ſyſtem, that it is no other than what was ori- 
* "ginally inflitured in the wiſe reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth. An argument which, however falſe, yet would 
have had its weight with many, had not the fallacy 
thereof been by theſe means explained. 
But a. flight, review of that truely repreſented 


. - fituation. in which our commonalty ſtands at pre- 
| ' ſent, with reſpe& to the reſt of the community, 
will ſufficiently evince the preſſing neceſlity” there 
is of a reform in that faid ſituation.— For, we haye 
there divided the commonalty, and it is preſumed 
. __Tightly, into two parts or halves. The one of which 
halves is ſuppoſed to be actually employed. But on 
What footing are chey ſo employed? In the molt idle, 
__ __ Novenly; diforderly, and ungovernable ſtate, of any 
commonalty beſides on earth; owing to the total 
neglect and abuſe of government giving birth and 
egncouragement thereto, through the ready and eaſy 
_ admiffion upon the pariſh, and the villainy of our 
trading juſtices, holding forth to them ſafety and im- 
pPunity in ſtealing and vagrant begging. For the 
maintenance of the other one half of our commonal- 
try, being utterly idle and unemployed, the publick 
is taxed in an enormous and almoſt incredible ſum: 
rf cou. AE: 
j anger | r 
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total inattention of government, this mighty ſum - - 
applied, or rather miſapplied, in ſuch à ſhameful 
manner, that the idle poor receive little or ho relief 
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mainder, which is numerous indeed, is then placed in 
the ſtraitly pent up ſituation of Har ving, or ſteuling: and 
this great number is ſtil] further augmented, in the 
| manner. mentioned, by the Enavery of our trading 
juſtices. Now, in what fituation do all theſe dei 
Peradoes ſtand, with reſpect to the publick ?_In that + _ 
_ . of wolves, who, being abſolutely excluded from all 
| poſſible. means of gratifying their hunger, otherwiſe 3 
than by prey ing upon every object that comes in their 
Bs EB T 


8 


5 . Grab themſelves into irdbjs or bands; in awer 
do carry on their depredations, havock, and ravage, 
with preater efficacy and ſucceſs: and, were they 
Ster than Britons, they would, like true wolves, 
add murder to their plundering; though, if much 
longer continued in their preſent deſperate ſituation, 
it will come to that at laſte The publick, on the other 
Hand, treats them exactly as wolves; they ſet a price 
pf forty pounds upon the! head of each poor wrereh; 
5 who. 1all be convicted, at the bar, of this hortid 
 rime or practice of ſtealing to ſubſiſt life: and this 
umnatural premium falls almoſt ever to the ſhare of 
thoſe blood-hounds of deſpotiſm, the trading juſtices: 
When brought to the bar, numbers, hangh evi- 
_ _ dently guilty, are, through'the lenity of the Judges, 
- diſmiſſed: bur to what good? To the unavoidable. 
neceſſity of being ſoon brought back there again to 
be tried for the ſame crime. And when condemned; 
it is either to hanging, ſtill the death of a wolf; 
or otherwiſe to ſtill more inhuman tortures, in jails; 
1 and juſtitia galleys. And all this is pretended to be 
necelſſarily done ny in terroremt : : But with what Prof. 1 
1 Pect of ſucceſs? 
And now let us a; 150 in in honeſt es 
| and words, ſtate the / caſe, as it actually ſtands at 
pPreſent, betwixt thoſe two parts of this nation or 
_ - community ; the rich, whom we ſhall term the pub. 
1 and the poor, whom we ſhall term the com 
5 monalty. And firſt, for the caſe of the commonalty. 
1 One half of theſe we have ſuppoſed to be employed, 
in ſome one ſhape or another; and this is the part 
that is the beſt provided. But upon what principle, 
And terms, are, even theſe, employed at preſent by 
ce publick? merely on that of its owh-neceſſity and 
convenience; becauſe it cannot do without them. 
But are the laws of fociety, to the benefit of which 
| "3 are entitled as rational beings; exerted to pro- 
mote rheir happineſs, by enforcing induſtry, - fobriety, _ 
and W Surely not: on the contrary every 
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5 wheat is uſed; in as manner nn . our 
government, to promete and encourage 1 7 
drunkenneſs, and profuſion: and theſe methods have, 


perfectly ſucceeded ; by rendering them" the moſt, - 5 


profligate, diſorderly, and continually indigent work-. - 
ig commonalty in ide whole world: |. infomuch 
that but few of them are capable of rearing their 
don offspring; which, for that reaſon, falling on” 
- the pariſh, are ſeldom reared to any good; and ſo, 
we are in a fair way. of getting rid FA time of cas, 
ges of beings, termed a working commonalty: . But 
me other unemployed:-part is actually denied. a rank 
amongſt rational beings. They are mocked with the 
ſhow of immenſe wealth and luxury amongſt the rich: - 
nay, they are tantalized with the parade. of amazing 
ſums contributed by the publick, in the way of te- 5 | 
lief or charity for them, whilſt in fact 5 55 are not 
permitted to taſte of it: and are therefore placed in 
the ſituation of Wolves, to ſubſiſt by ravage, at the 
_ Tifk of hanging and torture. Such is the real ſtate of 
our whole oommonalty, with relation to the publick. 5 


Nor is the ſituation of the publick, AR relation 


WW to the commonalty, a whit leis deplorable. It con- 2 
tributes, greatly beyond its ability, a very large part 
; of ics ſubſtance yearly to the commonalty, with the 
view, and to the end, that they will permit it to enjoy 
the remaining part, in peace, and undiſturbed. Bur, 
inſtead of that, this commonaly is, ever and hourly,” 5 
by day as well as by night, threatening danger to 
the lives of the publick;; and cruelly revaging, rob. © 

i bing, and plundering their property. . 


Did there ever exiſt in any country beſides this, ; | 


; ſuch a . contradiction. to reaſon and che nature 1 
things? Though every day we ſee and feel it, yet is 


this ſuch an unnatural caſe, that we can ſcarcely credit 
our own ſenſes : reaſon rejects it, as a thing 9 
that a public, thus evidently generous, liberal, and 


humane; ſhould treat che commonalty with that in- 


human * . and . way Nh 
. 


: 


rr e eee 


power of flav 


As 103 * 


we . wo truly ſtared or that, on the other ddd, 
24 a commonality knowenly, brave, honeſt, and humane, . 


ſhould behave to the publick in the true character 


of ravendus revengeful wolves. From whence. can 
this groſs perverſion of reaſon and nature on both ſides 
_ ariſe? The anſwer is -ready—Thart. mutual per- 


verſion of nature is the work of Def otiſm: that fell 


enemy to nature and all her works. Deſpotiſm, that 

hotrid monſter, engendered betwirt popular cor- 

kruption and regal ambition: it is it that hath. thus 

N perverted the brave, the generous, and noble dif- 
5 1 of the whole Britiſh nation. 


Behold, ye corrupt electors and. 1 the 1 


of your hands When you ſold that glorious conſti- 
tution, Which your Fithers framed and handed down 
to you, as a fure bulwark and ſecurity for your per- 


ſons, your property, and the free exerciſe. of your 


_ reaſon; when, by ſelling that, you delivered up into 
the hands: of ONE, the unlimited power to diſpoſe of 
all theſe at his will and pleaſure, then did you engen- 
der that foul monſter, Deſpotiſin; "hich hath thus 
| perverted nature, and done a thouſand miſchiefs be- 
des; entailing bankruptcy and diſgrace upon all 
PFauour ianocent fellow en, and their till more in- 
naocent poſterity. . i 
And, behold, 0 ambition, the foul 1 55 thy 
18 Wü een offspring! blind, far worſe than blind 
ambition! that with its diſtorted. opticks, regards 
2s true royal 9 1 e and happineſs, the abſolure 
WA ly applying the perſons and property 
of the people to its own ſelfiſh. purpoſes; thereby 
' forcing them to act thus contrary to reaſon and the 


nature of things; to become the mutual tormenters 


of each other, and the inſtruments of their own mi- 
2 heavy misfortune, and laſting diſgrace; whilſt 
it carns to itſelf their deep, 4 10 vaheard, e 
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But, at EI moment. when 3 8 rotate 
ft their reaſon, hath placed both Ws " — 5 
on the very ſpot where the moſt juſt am by 


— conſtitution of Britain meant they . ſhould. relarively 85 
ſtand, a Briviſh King and à Briziſ peopli. At this 
moment, whilſt On that ſpoty\ the. Good. Genius, of © IK 


Britain calls, with a loud and awful voice, Hus 
"REST. I This 1 18 the ſpot whereon your ſhall build true 1 
happineſs for the people, with true royal greatneſs -. - 
and happineſs for the monarch. Advance not either 
of you, nor retreat, one foot, nay not an inch, from 


this ſpot; whoever councils either of you | otherwiſe, fs 


is a wicked ſycophant, and an enemy to both. — Hear, 


O ye people, one and all, tepreſenting and repreſent. 


ed! 16 long as you ſball virtuouſly, honourably, and 
| honeſtly; reſt on that conſtitutional ground, you. ſhall 
never have a bad King . A. conſtitutional. King 'of 
Britain can do ho ill: Sit he does ill he is not a 8 


ſtitutional King: he, With a corrupt people, muſt firſt = . 


have ſtrangled the conſtitution. And hear, all ye 

_ Kings: of Britain preſent and to come] the King wha 

mall not attempt to 89 beyond that proper mis 3 

1 1 >ower with which. this conſtitution hath "veſted him 
Will be a truly great and happy monarch. the Zteateſt 

err on this globe: the {kar of Britain, when 


Jjoſtiy governed, can make ſuch; for they are 


cxcellent good ſubjects, hut *miſerable bad ſlayes: 3 OE. 
and, along With his greatneſs, he will. poſſeſs he” —— 
bleflings 9 a happy pe aÞke.. Can royal wildom hefi- 
tate one moment in this e hoice? Or is this a doctrine Wks 
| intricate or impracticable? i 7 5 
Thus ſpeaks Truth, andthe Good oats of We 1 
W not * e 8 2 he e " . 


= a er et wh wan he had e "RI as Aber 1 
in the field kb Marathon. So au ght the King and people _ 
Britain to be frequently bid, Se deſpotiſm,” leſt either of 
them ſhould forget its miſchiefs.- Nec, nobis pigebit wel tncondita 
ac rudi voce ue 4 ati AO ar N e 1 
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4 - 8 free from” high wiſhes, without ſelfiſh deſign, 
WE Mumined by: the puretorch of amor Patrie, the Hue | 


© ON which truth enn, with p 

- "deftrines te both Ning * People; ro whi 
de ſhall Jhearken,' Hey" od dong be poly mm 
. and truly happy. „ a 
bein, as? Bath been faid, an poſſeſſes | 
— reſources of true and 


5 Juſtly, Hoboutabl 


ns! firuation-' for which nature produced them, o 


Th = y rational, humane, and bene . 
that enormous: poor fund, which you ar prefent pay, 
© for ve one rational purpoſe in Hife; together Nb 
tte ſams which are wea 5 
the importunity and caſual pilferings of vagrant beg- 
gars; as alſo, that further ſum which you at preſent 


bl 5 2 „ and for 


eh 1 is dies. +1 Trot 
hi 


Abe; organ 
_ wants" not 1 _— riches, learning, no 


a 
eee for her to 'uſe—but where ſhe can find a 


Ati virum, he is the organ, throu 
propriety, convey. her ſaluta 


folid power; it remains 1 
1 join, or rather to vye, 1 
155 + wiſely. employing Wet re. 
ſources.” Let this "ad emulation commence, by 
doing juſtice! to our long oppreſſed, and cruellyenſlaved 
+ obalty, Emancipate them: place them in 1 
1 c—_ an independent ſubſiſtence by | honeſt induſtryy 
3 "Oh gratefully and richly repay. you. I this _ 


for King and 


ly beſtowed or extorted 


Pay as l price fot the lives of your helpleſs fellow 
torturing them in jails and juſtitia 

CEE When collected, and added together, you 
. ill find theſe ſums'gearly exceed your moſt: ſanguine 


| : expectations. Apply them all to furniſh pay and em 
ploy to the preſent idle commonalty © 


13 n the ſubject, 
Adi in the manner, here propoſed; or, if any other; 
more beneficial, ſhall be deviſed, employ them on 


I WH only let them have pay and emp Help 


2 employ, by ſouppreffi thoſe 1: le, Kantel. 
. and uſeleſs carriages of ny and luxury;. with. 
_ their mes uſeleſs be zorfes which — balf. 


h for her vehicle: theſe are all too geld 
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: . We. But when we come to lock at t 
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b bur lands. The reste ;parz.of . 
Nis ee keepers will ſoon find'theSenefit-of© 
it, in their SENG: and in their purſe, and hey will == 
_ thank you for»it*.7 :;Eſtabliſh; a proper: magiſtta- 
n the footing bere- Proppſed, according tothe V 
conſtitution of England: together with eenbet | 
regulations as here Auggeſted, or improved. hee 
thiags being done, vou will find; that, in leſs than 
ſix years after the cmmencement of ſuch à generfbus 
undertaking g. von will have no payment of Pee 
rates; unleſs it be for the really i impotent, which wall | 
| benext to nothingj and, in the interim of that period, 
the preſent heavy burden will yearly lighten. In ſche 
day, after declaring pay and employ to the poor, all 
your troubleſome vagrant beggars, with their pilfer- 
ngs, will diſappear. Within leſs than a month, yo ke 
vill get rid of by: far, che greater part of the preſent | 
eee and deſtructive wolves s and, in leſs than a 
that noxious vermin will be completely extir:- 
Tour jalh, your gibbets, and your 91 


. thoſe, Tiaracrful emblems. A: STE. and 
ery,” then will De done AWay. 5 its 1 * "vir {4 


4 hat: this will produce in the: ee ane of Bri: . 
* ' in; how inviting deth ſuch an undertaking appear. 
An induſtrious: frugal, ſober, and orderlycommonalty, | 
Propagating a healthy, hardy, and brave bee % 
BR her navies, hefarmies, her fiſhery, her manu- 
flactuxes, ber commerce, and navigation: furniſning, 
herefrom! the earth with every neceſſary or convenient 
article that it can produce; without being beholden 
or dependent on foreign ſtates, /withour - TR: of the 
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a 3 duty on their own rake as being neceſſary to their 
artending the ſervice of the pablick, their particular e ol 
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Britezz ſtands i in no need of fore! ſuppl 0 forei 

: Fs endangggor foreign aid, with ig fupply, foreign , 1 
Py N herſelf by agriculture; that one moſt valuable 
as . or rather invaluable foreign poſſeſſion which ſhe ſtil! 
: % _ retains; by her manufactures, and by her commerce 
. 5 and navigation. Her navy, irreſiſtible when manned 2 
1 ” free Britiſh ſailors, will defend her againſt the whole 
_ 3 worldin arms. And, to effect all this, * — 
| Aa fincere union betwixe King and people, to promote 
a iT mutual good. On theſe terms, Britain will ve 
4 reſtored to a ſtate more-flouriſhing, more truly great, 

and more happy, than ſhe eyer yet W 
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